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A  FOREWORD 


"In  Multitude  of  Counsellors  there  is  Safety." 

— Proverbs. 


In  the  month  of  June,  1923,  through  the  encouragement  and  direction 
of  the  Ottawa  Women's  Liberal  Club,  a  Local  Committee  looking  towards 
the  formation  of  a  National  Federation  of  Liberal  Women  of  Canada,  was 
launched.  By  active  steps,  this  Committee  grew  into  a  large  and  repre- 
sentative Dominion  wide  Provisional  Committee,  which  met  in  Ottawa, 
in  June,  1924,  and  peered  into  the  future.  The  restless  spirit  thus 
aroused  pressed  forward  for  greater  and  better  service,  with  Miss 
Florence  W.  Edwards,  Carleton  Place  and  Ottawa,  as  Convening  Secre- 
tary and  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee,  Miss  Beatrice  Belcourt, 
Ottawa,  Secretary  and  Miss  Helen  Doherty,  P.O.  Box  540,  Ottawa,  Ad- 
ministrative Secretary. 

The  work  of  the  next  three  years  is  briefly  narrated  in  a  letter  dated 
October  16th,  1927,  from  the  Right  Honorable  W.  L.  Mackenzie  King  to 
Mrs.  Norman  F.  Wilson,  Chairman,  Advisory  Council,  National  Federa- 
tion of  Women's  Liberal  Clubs,  Ottawa,  as  follows:  — 

"Dear  Mrs.  Wilson:. — It  is  pleasant  to  recall  the  splendid  spirit 
whereby  the  proposed  National  Federation  of  Women's  Liberal 
Clubs  cooperated  with  the  Men's  Association  in  the  General  Election 
of  1926.  Your  action  was  an  inspiration  and  encouragement  to  the 
Liberal  Women  in  each  and  every  constituency  throughout  the 
Dominion. 

"I  have  before  me  copies  of  four  of  the  publications  your  Com- 
mittee issued  and  widely  circulated  during  the  election  campaign. 
In  these  you  admirably  blend  the  practical  application  of  your 
principles  with  the  ideal. 

''Organization,  discipline  and  strategy  often  determine  success, 
but  the  simple  power  of  an  ideal  has  its  sway.  In  the  words  of  a 
recent  writer — 'Through  all  human  fluctuations,  the  ideal  will  win 
in  the  end,  but  it  needs  always  to  be  supported  by  the  will  of  the 
nation  and  that  is  the  function  of  individual  values.' 

"The  election  contests  of  1925  and  1926  interrupted  the  Liberal 
women  in  their  undertaking  to  form  Committees,  Clubs  and  Associa- 
tions to  be  followed  by  District,  Provincial  and  National  Federations. 
I  am  writing  you  these  few  lines  trusting  you  are  now  prepared  to 
again  tiake  up  the  work  to  the  end  that  your  ideals  and  hopes  may  be 
realized  to  the  success  of  the  Liberal  party  and  the  benefit  of 
Canada. 

"You  have  your  plans  outlined.  They  have  been  favourably  re- 
ceived by  the  Liberals  and  the  Press  from  ocean  to  ocean. 

"It  is  gratifying  to  recall  the  enthusiasm  that  prevailed  in  the 
fine  assemblage  at  which  the  women  set  forth  their  programme. 
Upon  that  and  other  occasions  I  commended  by  written  and  spoken 
words  the  steps  taken. 

"I  will  continue  to  aid  in  developing  what  these  gatherings  of 
Liberal  women  outlined  and  might  I  ask  that  you  as  Chairman  of  the 
Advisory  Council  take  an  especial  interest  in  the  great  work  that 
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lies  before.  I  cannot  particularize  on  details.  Your  outline  is  ad- 
mirable. The  effort  will  not  be  without  its  disappointments  but  the 
words  of  Wordsworth  with  reference  to  the  'Happy  Warrior'  are  not 
inopportune: 

'Whose  high  endeavours  are  an  inward  light 
That  makes  the  path  before  him  always  bright.' 

"I  have  to  thank  you  and  the  various  Liberal  Committees  work- 
ing towards  a  National  Federation  of  Liberal  Women  for  their  admir- 
able service  to  the  cause  of  Liberalism. 

"The  success  of  your  organization  will  be  the  measure  of  the 
success  of  the  Liberal  party  in  Canada.   It  is  a  noble  effort. 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

W.  L.  MACKENZIE  KING." 

In  the  opening  paragraph  of  the  Rt.  Hon.  the  Prime  Minister's  letter 
it  will  be  observed  that  the  women  conducted  their  own  organizations  in 
their  own  way,  but  cooperated  with  the  Men's  Association  as  occasion 
required. 

In  these  practical  efforts,  the  women  obtained  much  valuable  aid 
and  guidance  from  booklets  prepared  by  Alexander  Smith,  Barrister-at- 
Law,  Ottawa.  Some  of  these  compilations  were  printed  and  widely  circu- 
lated by  the  Committee. 

In  the  month  of  January,  the  following  printed  circular  letter  was 
issued. 

"Ottawa,  January  30th,  1928. 

*'To  the  Officers  of  Women's  Liberal  Organizations,  Members  of 
the  Provisional  Committee  and  to  all  Liberal  Women: 

"'Mesdames :  — 

"You  are  cordially  invited  to  attend  the  National  Gathering  of 
Liberal  Women  in  the  City  of  Ottawa,  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday, 
April  17th  and  18th,  1928. 

"Meetings  are  to  commence  at  2.30  p.m.  on  Tuesday,  April  17th, 
at  the  Chateau  Laurier  and  conclude  with  a  Banquet  at  which  Right 
Honourable  W.  L.  Mackenzie  King  will  be  the  principal  speaker, 
Wednesday  evening,  April  18th,  1928. 

"Liberal  Women  in  June,  1923,  took  an  important  step  towards  a 
National  Federation  of  Women's  Liberal  Clubs.  In  June,  1924,  the 
work  of  the  previous  year  was  reviewed  at  a  well  attended  meeting 
of  Members  of  the  Provisional  Committee. 

"The  purpose  of  this  gathering  is  to  now  place  on  a  permanent 
basis  the  National  Federation  of  Women's  Liberal  Clubs,  with  which 
the  Dominion  General  Elections  of  1925  and  1926  previously  inter- 
fered. 

"The  office  and  work  of  the  National  Federation  has  been  con- 
ducted under  the  guidance  and  counsel  of  the  Administrative  Com- 
mittee, which  is  composed  of  five  members  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee resident  in  the  City  of  Ottawa. 

"Much  work  has  been  accomplished  and  we  are  pleased  to  say 
our  Federation  was  of  great  assistance  during  the  two  recent  Domin- 
ion General  Elections.  Helpful  literature  was  distributed  throughout 
the  Dominion  prior  to  these  elections  and  at  other  periods. 

TO  ARRANGE  FOR  THE  MEETING  THE  FOLLOWING  IS 

SUGGESTED:— 
"1.    Women's  Liberal  Clubs,  Associations  and  Committees  to 
have  as  many  delegates  as  possible,  but  at  least  one  delegate  present. 
"2.    Liberal  M.P.'s  and  M.P.P.'s  and  former  Liberal  candidates 
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in  all  ridings  to  arrange  to  have  a  number  of  women  delegates  in 
attendance,  apart  from  representatives  of  Riding  Associations,  Clubs 
and  Committees. 

"3.  In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  several  women  delegates  from 
each  Riding  Association,  Club  and  Committee, 

"4.  It  is  not  necessary  to  be  a  member  of  any  Association,  Club 
or  Committee  in  order  to  attend. 

"This  gathering  is  not  for  the  purpose  of  formulating  policies  or 
platforms.  Its  whole  intent  may  be  clearly  stated  in  three  phrases: 
First — To  consider  the  best  methods  whereby  Liberal  Women  may 
join  together  in  Committees,  Clubs,  Associations  and  Federations  in 
order  that  they  may  by  their  own  efforts  receive  training  in  method 
and  procedure.  The  Second — To  devise  methods  whereby  members 
of  Liberal  organizations  may  have  opportunity  of  studying  the  history 
and  conditions  of  the  country  and  more  particularly  the  principles  of 
Liberalism.  The  Thirds — To  adopt  ways  and  means  of  organizing 
Liberal  Women  and  the  young  people  in  every  constituency  through- 
out the  Dominion,  to  render  assistance  to  the  Liberal  Party  and 
their  candidates. 

PREMIER  FURTHER  ENDORSES  MOVEMENT. 

"The  Right  Honourable  W.  L.  Mackenzie  King,  M.P.,  Prime 
Minister  of  Canada,  has  on  all  occasions  given  his  support  to  our 
work  and  has  again  consented  to  be  our  guest  of  honour  and  speaker 
at  a  banquet,  Wednesday  evening,  April  18th,  1928. 

"During  the  business  sessions  of  the  gathering  interesting 
addresses  and  papers  will  be  given  by  Liberal  Women  from  different 
parts  of  the  Dominion  and  helpful  discussion  will  take  place  on 
matters  of  organization. 

"Plans  for  this  national  gathering  are  being  formulated  by  eight 
committees — Finance,  Publicity  and  Printing,  Arrangements  for  Gen- 
eral Meeting  and  Committees,  Entertainment,  Programme,  Striking 
Committee  on  Nominations  and  Elections,  Constitution  and  Banquet. 

RECEPTION. 

"On  the  evening  of  Tuesday,  April  17th,  the  wives  of  the  Cabinet 
Ministers  are  to  hold  a  reception  in  the  Parliament  Buildings  for  all 
who  attend  the  conference. 

"If  there  is  not  at  present  a  Women's  Liberal  Organization  in 
your  district,  call  a  few  Liberal  Women  together  and  organize  a 
club,  association  or  committee  and  assist  the  object  of  the  National 
Federation,  which  is  a  chain  of  Women's  Liberal  Organizations 
throughout  the  Dominion. 

"The  purpose  of  a  Liberal  Organization  is  to  give  persons  an 
opportunity  to  become  imbued  with  Liberal  principles  and  to  learn 
how  to  conduct  a  political  club  and  eventually  be  able  to  join  with 
other  Liberal  organizations,  either  as  a  club  or  as  individuals  in  the 
support  of  a  candidate  during  election  contests. 

'*We  are  preparing  a  programme  or  agenda  to  be  distributed  at 
this  convention  and  should  welcome  suggestions. 

"Please  let  us  know  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  if  you  are 
going  to  be  able  to  attend  and  also  send  us  the  names  and  addresses 
of  Representatives  from  your  constituency. 

Sincerely  Yours, 

HELEN  DOHERTY,  Secretary." 
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Copies  (in  French  and  English)  were  sent  out  to  each  name  on  our 
extensive  lists  (from  Prince  Edward  Island  to  the  Yukon)  with  the  result 
that  over  five  thousand  (5,000)  letters  of  inquiry  were  received  and  over 
one  thousand  (1,060)  Liberal  Women  voluntarily  assembled  at  Ottawa 
without  even  special  railway  arrangement  for  reduced  fare,  or  other 
privilege. 

From  the  foregoing  it  was  no  surprise  to  find  that  the  great 
gathering  of  two  days  full  of  interest,  information,  and  instruction,  ad- 
mirably ran  its  course  throughout. 

A  synopsis  of  the  proceedings  is  printed  herewith  and  it  is  a  matter 
of  sincere  regret  that  the  publication  of  a  complete  report  of  the  discus- 
sion is  not  possible.  Resumes  of  the  addresses  are  given.  All  these 
are  worth  studying.  Some  indeed  are  striking  in  their  presentation  as 
the  women  are  breaking  new  ground. 

Most  impressive  incidents  were  the  placing  by  French  and  English 
Committees  of  wreaths  on  the  base  of  the  statue  of  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier. 

The  concluding  event — the  banquet — in  itself  was  a  fitting  tribute  to 
the  power  of  women  to  organize  and  an  evidence  of  their  personal  and 
political  confidence  in  the  Rt.  Hon.  W.  L.  Mackenzie  King  who  thrilled 
the  audience  with  his  address,  a  verbatim  report  of  which  is  herewith 
published. 

This  notable  Assembly  was  not  the — 

"Noises  of  a  current  narrowing"  but  "the  music  of  a  deep." 
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NATIONAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  LIBERAL 
WOMEN. 


ADDRESSES  OF  WELCOME. 

One  thousand  women  were  present  at  the  First  National  Assembly 
of  Liberal  Women  and  the  proceedings  were  opened  by  singing  of  the 
National  Anthem  and  O  Canada. 

Mrs.  Charles  H.  Thorburn,  Ottawa,  Ont. ;  Mrs.  P.  F.  Casgrain,  Mon- 
treal, Que.  and  Mrs.  W.  R.  Motherwell,  Melville,  Sask.,  Chairmen  were 
in  charge  of  the  Meeting. 

In  opening  the  meeting,  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Thorburn  who  presided  the 
first  day  said:  — 

"It  is  my  pleasant  duty,  and  I  deem  it  a  privilege,  to  welcome  you 
— delegates,  visitors,  friends — to  this  the  first  National  Assembly  of 
Liberal  Women,  and  to  Ottawa,  your  Capital  City.  'Beautiful  for  situation* 
is  Ottawa.  With  the  ancient  Laurentians  in  the  distance,  three  great 
rivers  converging  at  her  feet,  the  stately  Parliament  Buildings  and 
beautiful  homes,  Ottawa  has  much  of  natural  and  historical  beauty  of 
interest  to  visitors.  Though  not  looking  her  best  at  the  present  season 
of  the  year,  we  hope  during  your  brief  stay  to  show  you  something  of 
our  parks,  Experimental  Farm,  and  famous  Driveway. 

"But  when  we  welcome  you  to  Ottawa,  we  welcome  you  to  what  is 
your  own.    The  Capital  City  belongs  to  the  whole  wide  Dominion. 

"Usually,  political  conventions  have  specific  duties  to  perform,  the 
choosing  of  a  leader  and  the  formulating  of  policies  or  platforms.  This 
gathering  has  nothing  to  do  with  either  of  these  duties.  We  have  in  the 
Prime  Minister  the  best  man  to  guide  the  affairs  of  Canada,  and  we  are 
perfectly  satisfied  with  him  and  his  leadership.  Liberalism  does  not 
change  with  every  wind  that  blows.  The  principles  of  Liberalism  make 
their  own  appeal.  Our  purpose  is  to  give  women  an  opportunity  to  study 
those  principles  and  to  become  imbued  by  them;  to  form  Liberal  clubs, 
where  women  may  be  trained  in  method  and  procedure;  and  to  organize 
women  young  and  old  in  every  constituency  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada 
to  render  assistance  to  the  Liberal  party  and  their  candidates. 

"The  idea  of  a  National  Federation  of  Liberal  Women  is  not  a  new 
one.  In  June,  1923,  definite  steps  were  taken,  and  the  Prime  Minister 
most  heartily  approved  and  endorsed  the  plan.  In  June,  1924,  the  Pro- 
visional Committee  met  and  reviewed  the  work  done  and  prepared  for 
further  effort,  but  the  Dominion  General  Elections,  1925  and  1926 
prevented  further  organization  work.  Now  it  is  hoped  to  place  a  National 
Federation  on  a  permanent  basis.  Some  of  us  have  felt  that  the  time  is 
long  overdue.  The  task  should  not  be  a  difficult  one,  with  a  Liberal 
Administration  in  power  and  the  country  in  a  prosperous  condition. 
Let  'What  We  Have  We'll  Hold'  be  our  slogan,  for  it  is  much  easier  to 
keep  a  good  government  with  the  splendid  record  of  the  present  admin- 
istration in  power  than  to  turn  another  government  out. 

"It  has  frequently  been  said  that  the  women  of  Canada  obtained  the 
vote  too  easily,  and  that  consequently  they  do  not  appreciate  it  as  they 
should. 
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"Suffrage  is  the  fundamental  right  of  citizenship  and  with  the  passing 
of  the  Dominion  Elections  Act  of  1919,  adopting  'manhood  and  womanhood 
suffrage'  Canadian  women  came  into  full  citizenship.  I  doubt  if  ten  per 
cent,  of  the  women  of  Canada  ever  asked  for  the  vote.  Only  a  small 
percentage  of  our  women  belonged  to  equal  suffrage  societies.  What 
are  we  going  to  do  to  inform  women  voters  concerning  the  questions  of 
the  day?  Our  only  hope  is  in  organization.  Every  constituency  should 
be  thoroughly  organized,  not  at  election  time,  but  now. 

"Canada  with  her  broad  spaces  is  not  a  country  that  lends  itself 
to  national  organization  easily.  It  would  be  hopeless  were  it  not  that  we 
have  such  perfect  provincial  divisions.  Too  much  cannot  be  said  in 
favor  of  provincial  organization.  In  turn,  these  provincial  divisions  are 
so  large,  with  a  scattered  population,  that  it  is  deemed  advisable  to  again 
subdivide  into  district  federations  of  Liberal  women, 

"Already  much  has  been  accomplished.  Anyone  who  took  part  in 
the  last  general  election  will  admit  that  the  literature  supplied  from  our 
headquarters  was  most  valuable  and  helpful. 

"There  is  an  old  proverb  which  reads  'If  you're  in  the  wars  you 
have  to  fight.'  We  women  have  the  franchise  now,  whether  we  asked 
for  it  or  not.  We  Liberal  women  have  a  good  cause,  a  good  leader,  a 
good  party,  and  deep  down  in  our  hearts  a  warm  love  for  Canada.  How 
better  can  we  serve  our  country  than  by  aiding,  in  every  way  we  can, 
to  keep  at  the  helm  of  her  affairs  the  party  whose  principles,  we  are 
firmly  assured,  are  the  safest  and  best  for  her  growth  and  development? 
Election  campaigns  are  not  easy  work.  And  only  by  organization  and 
hard  work  are  they  won." 

MADAME  PIERRE  CASGRAIN. 

"Will  you  allow  me  to  express  to  you  the  feelings  which  are 
undoubtedly  common  to  all  of  us  at  the  outset  of  this  convention? 
About  ten  years  ago  we  were  granted  by  Parliament  a  right  to  political 
suffrage.  These  were  days  of  sorrow.  Canadian  women  had  given  such 
an  example  of  real  devotion  and  self-denial  that  it  had  been  found 
expedient  to  give  them  the  right  of  expressing  their  opinion  on  national 
issues. 

"Here  today  Canadian  women  of  Liberal  persuasion  are  setting 
forth  an  unique  example  to  other  nations.  Few  are  the  countries,  if 
there  be  any,  where  a  national  congress  of  women  students  of  politics 
has  yet  been  held.  Cheap  humorists,  eager  to  wisecrack  ourselves  or 
our  endeavor,  ought  to  be  here  as  our  guests  this  morning.  They  would 
be  afforded  an  unequalled  opportunity  of  seeing  for  themselves  that 
we  are  neither  gentle  fanatics  nor  pernicious  revolutionists.  What 
this  convention  means,  if  I  mistake  not,  is  that  Canadian  women,  con- 
scious of  their  strength,  eager  to  propagate  ideas  and  ideals  which  are 
endeared  to  them,  have  the  courage  to  proclaim  in  the  face  of  public 
opinion  friendly  or  unfriendly,  the  capital  interest  they  take  in  the 
nation's  welfare.  Abuse  and  mockery  prove  nothing,  though  they 
conveniently  take  the  place  of  argument.  They  imply  no  more  than 
sheer  stupid  prejudice.  We  have  the  right  to  play  our  part  in  national 
activities,  and  we  firmly  intend  to  use  it.  There  is  no  more  incompati- 
bility between  our  political  rights  and  our  sex  than  there  is  between 
our  sex  and  our  paying  taxes  or  conforming  to  the  laws  of  the  country. 
Humor  has  its  limits.  To  say  that  a  woman  by  casting  her  ballot  becomes 
an  abnormal  creature  seems  to  exceed  the  boundaries  of  ridicule.  If  it 
be  true  that  a  nation  is  only  an  extended  family  whose  problems  are  of 
common  concern  to  all  its  children,  then  how  can  it  reasonably  be  said 
that  one-half  of  a  country's  adult  population  ought  to  be  maintained 
in  tutelage?  The  sound  counsellor  of  a  husband,  the  mother  and  educator 
of  a  family,  the  unmarried  woman  who  earns  her  living,  pays  her  taxes 
and  administers  her  income,  have  the  indisputable  right  to  say  yes  or  no 
when  their  fellow  citizens  of  the  other  sex  are  invited  to  do  so. 
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"The  Liberal  party,  in  federal  politics  at  least,  has  granted  ample 
recognition  to  what  our  friends  of  the  male  sex  call  'the  feminist 
movement.'  Let  the  party  be  thanked.  Liberalism  means  tolerance 
and  progress,  a  friendly  disposition  towards  ideals,  a  deep  consciousness 
of  the  constant  evolution  of  feelings  towards  rejuvenated  opinions,  and 
the  hatred  of  prejudice  and  time-worn  restraints.  It  behooved  the 
Liberal  party  to  set  forth  the  example  it  is  setting  forth  today.  We  are 
presently  writing  a  chapter  in  Canadian  history  in  which  you  will 
eloquently  express  the  opinion  of  Canadian  women  from  Cape  Breton 
to  Vancouver  Island. 

"It  is  interesting  to  note  that  sixty  years  after  Confederation,  by 
which  the  scattered  British  provinces  in  North  America  were  melted 
into  a  great  country,  women  have  come  here  from  every  Canadian  district, 
from  distant  Acadia  of  epic  memories,  from  sunny  Columbia,  garden 
of  the  continent,  from  the  ever  prosperous  prairies,  from  old  and  sturdy 
Ontario,  from  quaint  French  Quebec.  Truly  the  seed  sown  sixty  years 
ago  has  given  a  marvellous  crop.  The  Fathers  of  Confederation  had 
clear  brains  and  acute  vision.  What  they  have  foreseen,  we,  women, 
will  help  to  achieve.  Intimate  cooperation  of  feminine  endeavors  in  a 
spirit  of  goodwill  and  unceasing  effort  throughout  the  country,  will  assist 
the  Liberal  party  in  building  up  our  nationhood  on  the  solid  ground  of 
political  truth." 

MRS.  W.  R.  MOTHERWELL 

"There  are  two  words  being  used  so  frequently  in  Canada  within 
the  last  few  yearu  that  we  are  all  very  familiar  with  them.  They  are 
'status'  and  'cooperation.' 

'  This  large  and  representative  gathering  is  a  demonstration  of  the 
words  in  action.  For  so  many  women  to  be  gathered  here  in  our  Capital 
City  while  the  House  of  Commons  is  in  session  and  to  me  so  respectfully 
recognized  and  welcomed  by  that  august  and  representative  assembly 
demonstrates  clearly  that  the  women  of  Canada  are  fast  gaining  their  full 
status  as  citizens  of  this  vast  Dominion;  and  that  we  ever  were  con- 
sidered as  other  than  persons  will  very  soon  become  a  bit  of  ancient 
history.  Our  status  is  now  unquestioned.  Having  gained  it  we  are 
brought  face  to  face  with  that  other  all-embracing  word — cooperation. 

''So  slow  were  the  nations  of  the  world  to  grasp  its  full  significance 
that  it  is  taking  centuries  of  bitter  struggles  and  bloody  wars  for  them 
to  learn  the  lesson  that  there  must  be  friendly  cooperation  if  Christian 
civilization  is  to  reach  the  industrial,  social  and  spiritual  heights  she 
should  attain  when  all  human  beings  will  be  given  a  chance  to  make  good 
during  their  lives  and  leave  the  world  a  little  better  because  of  having 
been  privileged  to  live. 

"I  do  not  say  that  everyone  will  take  advantage  of  such  opportunities, 
but  national  cooperation  throughout  the  world  will  go  a  long  way 
towards  making  such  things  possible  to  those  honestly  looking  for 
avenues  of  useful,  remunerative  service  for  themselves  and  others. 

''The  word  cooperation  is  equally  applicable  to  countries  within 
themselves.  In  no  country  more  so  than  in  our  own  Canada  is  there  a 
wider,  or  more  fruitful  field  for  its  practical  working  out.  Within  this 
Dominion  stretching  from  ocean  to  ocean,  a  distance  of  several  thousands 
of  miles,  and  running  from  the  middle  of  the  temperate  zone  away  up 
into  the  Arctic  regions,  are  domestic  questions  of  a  continental  nature, 
such  as  the  nations  of  Europe,  for  instance,  have  thought  must  be  settled 
at  the  point  of  the  sword. 

"But  we  have  made  Ottawa  since  the  days  of  Confederation  our 
melting  pot,  and  our  safety  valve,  and  here  our  statesmen  have  been 
gathering  for  sixty  years  threshing  out  the  pros  and  cons  of  our  far  east, 
our  middle  east,  our  middle  west  and  our  far  west,  and  to  this  will  very 
soon  be  added  in  greater  importance  than  heretofore,  our  far  north. 


9 


"With  a  family  of  so  many  members  and  of  such  varied  ages  and 
interests,  is  there  not  great  need  for  wise  and  understanding  cooperation 
if  we  as  a  nation  would  take  full  possession  of  our  heritage  and  have  this 
country  flourish  as  the  green  bay  tree? 

"The  great  objective  of  this  gathering  is  that  we  Liberal  women 
may  play  our  parts  worthily  and  intelligently  in  helping  to  bring  this 
about.  As  Liberal  women  we  have  a  common  standard,  or  policy  if  you 
will,  that  appeals  to  us  all  and  for  which  we  can  heartily  unite  in  our 
efforts  to  secure,  and  in  which  there  is  no  difficulty  in  our  closely  co- 
operating. 

"But  of  necessity  in  a  country  of  our  great  area,  there  are  local 
questions  vastly  important  to  each  district,  with  which  the  other  districts 
are  unfamiliar,  and  even  if  they  were,  they  would  find  that  their  interests 
are  entirely  opposite.  How  are  harmony  and  good  fellowship  to  be  kept 
alive  and  healthy  under  such  circumstances?  This  is  one  of  the  big 
questions  that  it  will  be  our  privilege  as  women  to  help  to  solve,  and  it 
is  no  small  part  we  may  play  in  the  solving  of  it. 

"If  we  through  our  intercourse  with  each  other  year  after  year,  can 
practise  the  broad  spirit  of  'give  and  take,'  'live  and  let  live,'  thus 
breaking  down  that  menace  to  our  national  life  of  east  and  west  divided, 
and  of  creed  and  race  alienation,  we  will  contribute  a  noble,  patriotic 
service  to  our  country  that  is  invaluable. 

"In  extending  to  you  my  words  of  greeting,  as  a  western  woman  and 
one  who  has  been  in  close  contact  with  the  central  organization  ever 
since  their  conception  of  this  far-reaching  gathering,  I  would  like  here 
at  the  opening  of  this  conference  to  express  my  appreciation  for  the 
sympathetic  consideration  throughout  that  has  been  manifested  for  the 
faraway  provinces.  Constantly  have  their  interests  been  considered 
and  as  far  as  possible  met. 

'*For  instance,  it  was  a  regret  to  all  that  the  distances,  and  at- 
tendant travelling  expenses  precluded  many  from  being  here.  But  to 
even  up  that  disadvantage  I  noticed  that  the  nearby  eastern  women 
took  it  upon  themselves  to  raise  the  funds  necessary  for  the  incidental 
local  expenses  for  the  successful  carrying  out  of  this  important  gathering. 
And  I  might  add  the  amount  necessary  was  considerable.  I  am  quite 
sure  the  faraway  provinces  will  unite  with  me  in  our  appreciation  of 
this  thoughtfulness. 

"Already,  therefore,  have  our  women  set  the  example  of  co-operation 
which  is  a  happy  omen  for  the  future.  I  am  assured  that  as  Canadian 
Liberal  women  we  will  give  a  good  account  of  ourselves  throughout 
these  meetings,  and  in  the  future  reflect  ourselves  worthily  on  the 
national  life  of  our  country." 

GREETINGS 

Telegrams  of  regret  at  inability  to  attend  and  of  greetings  to  the 
convention  were  read  from:  Mrs.  N.  W.  Rowell,  Toronto,  Ont. ;  Madame 
G.  D.  Morin,  St.  Pie,  Quebec;  Margaret  I.  Burgess,  secretary  Business 
Women's  Liberal  Club,  Regina,  Sask.;  Mrs.  Margaret  McCarron,  St. 
Catharines,  Ont.;  Mrs.  CoUard,  St.  Catharines,  Ont.;  W.  E.  N.  Sinclair, 
K.C.,  M.L.A.,  Oshawa,  Ont.,  Ontario  Liberal  leader;  Mrs.  Stuart  Hender- 
son, president.  Liberal  Women's  Forum,  Victoria,  B.C.;  Mrs.  Adam  Ball- 
antyne,  Toronto,  Ont.;  Mrs.  J.  B.  Stewart,  president  Women's  Liberal 
Club,  Edmonton,  Alta.;  Mrs.  Cecil  Stewart,  honorary  president  Women's 
Liberal  Club,  Charlottetown,  P.E.I. ;  Mrs.  Philip  Kiely  and  Mrs.  D.  A. 
Dunlap,  Toronto,  Ont.;  Alice  L.  Grevett,  Calgary,  Alta.;  Mrs.  O.  C.  Ed- 
wards, McLeod,  Alberta;  Madame  L.  Dumont,  Montreal,  Que.;  Dr.  Stowe 
Guilt  n,  Toronto,  Ont.;  Senator  N.  A.  Belcourt,  Ottawa,  Ont.;  Mrs.  H.  H. 
Dewart,  Toronto,  Ont. 
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ADDED  TO  COMMITTEES 


One  additional  member  was  added  to  all  working  committees  from 
each  province.  The  larger  population  of  Ontario  and  Quebec  entitled 
them  to  more  representation  and  ty^o  additional  women  were  added 
from  these  provinces.  To  the  Constitution  Committee  were  added  Mrs. 
S.  Paoli,  Charlottetown,  P.E.I. ;  Mrs.  D.  Owen,  Annapolis  Royal,  N.S.; 
Mrs.  R.  A.  Frechet,  Moncton,  N.B.;  Hon.  Mary  Ellen  Smith,  Vancouver, 
B.C.;  Mrs.  D.  P.  McNabb,  Calgary,  Alta.;  Mrs.  A.  M.  Young,  Saskatoon, 
Sask.;  Mrs.  A.  T.  Moissan,  Winnipeg,  Man.;  Mrs.  John  A.  Coghill,  Kings- 
ville,  Ont.;  Mrs.  F.  S.  Greenwood,  St.  Catharines,  Ont.;  Miss  Gertrude 
Rankin,  Stratford,  Ont.;  Mrs.  E.  Ford,  Farnham,  Que.;  Mrs.  J.  T.  Begin, 
Riviere  du  Loup,  Que.;  Mrs.  A.  Pelletier,  L'Islet,  Que. 

To  the  Striking  Committee  on  Nominations  and  Elections:  Mrs.  E. 
T.  Higgs,  Charlottetown,  P.E.I. ;  Mrs.  A.  F.  MacDonald,  Halifax,  N.S.; 
Mrs.  F.  E.  Holman,  St.  John,  N.B.;  Mrs.  A.  Bonneau,  Edmonton,  Alta.; 
Mrs.  Jessie  Finlayson,  Vancouver,  B.C.;  Mrs.  E.  C.  Rossie,  Regina,  Sask.; 
Mrs.  Edith  Rogers,  M.L.A.,  Winnipeg,  Man.;  Mrs..  Peter  Vezina,  North 
Bay,  Ont.;  Mrs.  Mina  McNeely,  Peterboro,  Ont.;  Mrs.  P.  B.  Chown, 
Kingston,  Ont.;  Mrs.  Kent  L'Esperance,  Montreal,  Que.;  Mrs.  A.  M. 
Phelan,  Westmount,  Que.;  Mrs.  T.  Jodoin,  Montreal,  Que. 

To  the  Resolutions  Committee: — Mrs.  G.  S.  Inman,  Charlottetown, 
P.E.I. ;  Miss  A.  M.  Hatfield.  Yarmouth,  N.S.;  Mrs.  F.  O.  Creighton,  Wood- 
stock, N.B.;  Mrs.  Alexander  Allan,  Calgary,  Alta.;  Mrs.  Jessie  Finlayson, 
Vancouver,  B.C.;  Mrs.  Mary  McCallum  Sutherland,  Shellbrook,  Sask.; 
Mrs.  R.  F.  McWilUams,  Winnipeg,  Man.;  Mrs.  A.  C.  MacNaughton,  To- 
ronto, Ont.;  Miss  Edith  Sangster,  Stouffville,  Ont.;  Mrs.  F.  D.  Cole,  Port 
Arthur,  Ont.;  Mrs.  Herbert  Marler,  Montreal,  Que.;  Miss  M.  Paradis, 
Quebec  City,  Que.;  Mrs.  F.  B.  Allan,  Cartierville,  Que. 

Epitome  of  British  Constitution. 

Miss  Florence  W.  Edwards,  Carleton  Place,  Ont.,  ably  presented  the 
epitome  of  the  British  Constitution  as  pronounced  by  the  Prime  Minister 
which  was  seconded  in  French  by  Miss  Beatrice  Belcourt,  of  Ottawa,  and 
received  the  hearty  endorsation  of  the  gathering. 

This  assembly  of  Liberal  women  express  its  appreciation  of  the 
epitome  of  the  British  Constitution  as  proclaimed  by  the  Right  Hon.  W..  L. 
Mackenzie  King,  at  the  Auditorium,  Ottawa,  July  23,  1926,  as  follows:  — 

"What  is  the  real  link  of  Empire,  the  most  enduring  of  the  bonds 
which  unite  British  peoples  in  all  quarters  of  the  globe?  What  is  the 
secret  of  loyalty  to  the  British  Crown  and  to  the  British  Flag?  What, 
if  it  is  not  the  liberty  and  the  freedom  ensured  under  British  parliamen- 
tary institutions,  and  all  that  is  bound  up  in  what  y^e  know  and  rever- 
ence as  the  British  Constitution? 

"It  is  a  strange  mystical  sort  of  thing,  this  British  Constitution  that 
we  love.  It  is  partly  unwritten;  it  is  partly  written.  It  finds  its  be- 
ginnings in  the  lore  of  the  past;  it  comes  into  being  in  the  form  of  cus- 
tom and  tradition;  it  is  founded  upon  the  common  law.  It  is  made  up 
of  precedents,  of  magna  chartas,  of  petitions  and  bills  of  rights;  it  is 
to  be  found  partly  in  statutes,  and  partly  in  the  usages  and  practices  of 
Parliament.  It  represents  the  highest  achievement  of  British  genius  at  its 
best.  No  one  has  ever  seen  it;  no  one  has  ever  adequately  described  it; 
yet  its  presence  is  felt  whenever  liberty  or  right  are  endangered,  for  it  is 
the  creation  of  a  struggle  of  centuries  against  oppression  and  wrong.  It 
embodies  the  very  soul  of  freedom  itself. 

"It  is  the  principles  of  liberty  and  freedom  embedded  in  the  British 
Constitution,  and  secured  to  those  who  live  within  Its  guarantees,  that 
have  made  of  men  of  many  races  and  climes  a  great  brotherhood  in 
name  and  in  heart.    To  the  people  of  Great  Britain  it  is  one  thing.  To 
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the  community  of  Britisli  nations  which  comprise  the  sister  dominions 
beyond  the  seas,  it  is  the  same  thing,  but  something  more.  It  is  the 
magnet  which  counteracts  all  tendencies  to  separation  from  Britain  or  to 
annexation  with  other  lands.  Scattered  as  the  dominions  are  amid  the 
several  oceans  of  the  ^orld,  their  coasts  washed  by  the  waters  of  many 
zones,  it  is  the  sheet  anchor  which  holds  all  true  to  the  little  isles  In 
the  Northern  Sea.  The  Crown  and  the  Flag  are  symbols,  symbols  which 
we  reverence  and  which  help  to  keep  us  one;  but  in  Canada,  in  Ausrtalia, 
in  New  Zealand,  in  South  Africa,  in  Newfoundland,  in  Ireland,  it  is  the 
British  Constitution  that  is  the  sustaining  and  enduring  element  in 
loyalty  alike  to  the  Crown  and  to  the  Flag." 

Mrs.  Annie  C.  Hall. 

Mrs.  Annie  C.  Hall,  president  of  Ontario  Women's  Liberal  Associa- 
tion, Brampton,  Ontario,  spoke  on  provincial  federations.  The  Ontario 
Women's  Liberal  Association,  she  said,  had  been  organized  in  1914  on 
the  suggestion  of  Lady  Aberdeen,  who  was  a  guest  at  a  dinner  party  at 
Government  House  during  the  regime  of  Sir  John  Gibson.  Right  Hon. 
W.  L.  Mackenzie  King  had  been  present  at  the  dinner,  and  when  consulted 
had  heartily  agreed  with  the  idea.  The  purpose  of  the  Ontario  Women's 
Liberal  Association  y^SLS  to  promote  a  knowledge  of  sound  Liberal  prin- 
ciples, to  organize  Liberal  women's  associations,  to  secure  speakers  and 
make  other  arrangements  for  general  assistance  in  programmes. 

"A  provincial  federation  is  a  binding  together  for  the  settlement  of 
Qilestions  bearing  on  the  welfare  of  the  whole,  yet  leaving  each  part 
free  within  certain  limits  to  govern  itself,"  Mrs.  Hall  said.  "The  term 
federation  means  centralization.  The  annual  meeting  of  our  Ontario 
federation  is  attended  by  delegates  of  the  affiliated  associations,  from  all 
over  Ontario  who,  although  divided  in  many  different  ways,  are  united  in 
the  belief  in  Liberalism.  The  provincial  federation  provides  the  machin- 
6'ry  but  the  affiliated  associations  are  the  driving  power. 

"No  political  party  can  be  successfully  maintained  without  organi- 
zation," said  Mrs.  Hall.  Each  province  had  its  own  peculiar  conditions, 
and  should  have  a  scheme  of  organization  to  suit  those  conditions.  The 
Ontario  Federation  was  convinced  that  nothing  worth  while  could  be 
accomplished  without  a  systematic  and  intelligent  study  of  Liberal  prin- 
ciples, both  as  political  ideas  and  in  their  development  of  political  his- 
tory. So  the  Ontario  Federation  had  emphasized  the  careful  and  en- 
larging study  of  political  history.  "For  politics  as  a  mere  party  game  we 
have  no  liking.  But  to  politics  as  the  science  of  the  people's  government 
we  give  ourselves  with  the  utmost  devotion." 

Miss  Alice  M.  Hatfield. 

Miss  Alice  M.  Hatfield,  president  of  the  Women's  Liberal  Association 
of  Nova  Scotia,  Yarmouth,  N.S.,  spoke  of  the  strong  bond  made  by  a  com- 
mon political  allegiance.  Her  subject  was  organization.  She  outlined  the 
formation  of  the  Nova  Scotia  provincial  association  which  had  for  its 
objects  "to  uphold  the  cause  of  Liberalism,  to  advance  the  political  edu- 
cation of  women,  to  aid  in  securing  and  maintaining  good  will  and  mutual 
understanding  among  the  various  races  in  Canada,  and  to  arouse  and  en- 
courage a  strong  spirit  of  Canadian  nationality  within  the  British  Em- 
pire." Each  county  in  the  province  was  represented  on  the  executive 
which  numbered  eighteen  members.  Eligible  for  membership  in  the  pro- 
vincial association  were  all  members  of  county,  city,  town  and  district 
women's  Liberal  associations,  though  at  election  of  officers,  only  accredit- 
ed delegates  were  allowed  votes.  Accredited  delegates  were  the  presi- 
dent, vice-president  and  secretary  of  each  county  organization,  also  three 
other  delegates  from  each  county.  In  th\3  way  each  county  had  six  dele- 
gates and  one  member  on  the  provincial  executive.   The  county  associa* 
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tion  had  an  executive  composed  of  a  representative  from  each  polling 
section  and  sub-section  in  the  county.  The  county  association  was  not 
supposed  to  do  away  with  the  need  of  local  clubs.  Merely  their  purposes 
were  different.  The  county  association  was  more  along  executive  lines, 
training  women  to  become  effective  and  intelligent  in  party  effort. 

"Organization  and  study  are  the  two  important  requirements  for 
women  to  become  the  strong  force  in  the  political  world  which  they  hope 
to  become." 

Miss  Hatfield  paid  tribute  to  Right  Hon.  W.  S.  Fielding,  "a  man  who 
has  served  his  country  long  and  faithfully,  one  whose  honor  and  integrity 
have  been  above  reproach." 

Discussion  on  provincial  federations  followed,  and  many  helpful  sug- 
gestions were  offered. 

Mrs.  Kent  L'Esperance. 

Mrs.  Kent  L'Esperance,  president  St.  James*  Women's  Liberal  Club, 
of  Montreal,  spoke  in  French,  commending  the  high  purposes  of  the 
meeting,  and  presenting  the  congratulations  of  her  organization. 

"We  all  have  at  heart  the  object  purporting  to  the  stimulation  and 
inspiration  of  a  very  ardent  national  sentiment  which  is  the  triumph  of 
the  Liberal  party,"  she  said.  "We  should  deem  it  a  duty  to  mutually 
agree  together  and  cooperate  to  respect  the  autonomy  of  other  clubs. 
In  a  district  organization  it  is  very  important  that  no  club  should  be  es- 
tablished without  the  approval  of  the  deputy  of  such  division,  or  the 
chief  organizer  of  the  district,  as  the  case  may  be.  That  only  one  club 
should  be  recognized  by  the  Liberal  party  in  any  electoral  division,  is 
also  important.  All  clubs  are  founded  to  contribute  to  the  political  edu- 
cation of  the  women,  but  we  must  also  procure  for  our  members  the  priv- 
ileges of  a  social  club,  each  having  its  own  constitution,  bylaws,  and  in 
case  of  formation  of  a  central  committee,  such  council  should  be  composed 
of  all  active  presidents  of  district  clubs,  which  council  shall  meet  upon 
demand  of  the  president  of  this  council.'* 

Mrs.  Peter  Heenan. 

Mrs.  Peter  Heenan,  ^ife  of  the  Minister  of  Labor,  spoke  on  general 
organization.    She  said: 

'*Being  the  wife  of  a  politician,  naturally  I  am  deeply  interested  in 
politics  and  probably  realize  the  necessity  and  need  of  local  organizations 
better  than  many.  I  was  much  impressed  one  time  on  reading  a  very  tru^ 
doctrine  which  said  'Local  organizations  are  indispensable  to  a  party. 
They  are  as  necessary  to  it  as  regimental  organizations  to  an  army.'  Who- 
ever desires  to  see  Liberal  doctrines  prevail  in  the  Government  of  the 
country  will  find  the  weapon  nearest  at  hand  is  membership  in  the 
Liberal  organization  of  her  district. 

"Liberalism  does  not  believe  in  a  Government  or  aristocracy  of  birth, 
of  wealth,  or  other  positions.  It  does  not  favor  the  welfare  of  any  par- 
ticular class  or  creed,  rich  man  or  poor  man;  it  glorifies  in  calling  to  its 
service  men  of  good  will  wide  as  human  life,  deep  as  human  need. 

"Those  who  wish  to  enjoy  the  peace  of  settled  government,  partici- 
pate in  the  advantages  of  education,  engage  in  business,  or  have  their 
persons  or  properties  protected  without  sharing  the  burdens  of  the 
Government  should  be  induced  to  play  their  part.  Not  so  many  years 
ago  women's  societies  were  looked  upon  with  ridicule  and  scorn.  Today 
their  influence  is  being  recognized  by  society  in  general.  The  message 
Hon.  Mackenzie  King  some  years  ago  regarding  the  franchise  may  be 
taken  very  seriously.  He  said:  'These  newly  acquired  rights  bring  with 
them  a  responsible  obligation.  There  can  be  nothing  but  gain  from  the 
intelligent  use  of  this  power,  and  nothing  but  loss  from  indifferent  or 
negligent  use  of  it.* 
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"There  are  many  problems  which  are  not  less  men's  problems  than 
women's,  but  which  women  have  special  opportunity  of  studying  and 
understanding.  Women  naturally  approach  public  affairs  from  the 
standpoint  of  family  and  home.  There  is  no  ideal  of  public  service 
higher  than  that  of  improving  the  homes  of  the  country,  and  affording 
every  opportunity  for  education  and  development  of  the  children  and  bet- 
tering the  standards  of  living  for  the  families.  The  home  is  the  test  of 
civilization,  and  in  this  respect  as  well  as  in  others  women  can  do  much 
to  advance  the  cause  of  good  government.  We  have  a  vast  country  to  de- 
velop, we  have  to  promote  good  will  between  the  country,  the  races  and 
the  classes.  We  have  important  industrial  problems  to  solve.  A  great 
public  debt  to  carry,  the  high  cost  of  living  is  known  to  us  better  than  to 
the  men,  and  sooner  or  later  we  will  be  called  upon  to  devise  a  remedy. 
Our  work  for  years  to  come  wull  be  one  of  healing  and  reconstruction. 
We  must  show  that  the  powers  of  construction  are  greater  than  those  of 
destruction;  for  your  politics  will  mean  better  service  for  home  and 
country  and  I  am  sure  our  women  would  have  no  higher  motive. 

"Regarding  organization  the  city  has  the  advantage  over  the  smaller 
towns  in  being  able  to  procure  speakers  for  their  meetings  but  I  advise 
our  organizations  to  get  a  book  on  the  laws  for  women  and  the  meetings 
at  which  they  have  no  speaker  to  read  and  discuss  these  laws.  With 
social  evenings,  dances,  cams,  etc.,  they  will  gradually  bring  the  young 
people  within  the  fold.  Spread  the  Liberal  literature  not  only  during 
election  campaigns  but  between  elections.  I  found  in  many  places  away 
out  in  the  country  people  were  unable  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  policies 
or  progress  of  the  Liberal  Party.  I  suggest  that  Members  of  Parliament 
give  lists  of  names  of  their  constituents  and  have  such  literature  mailed 
to  them. 

If  inclined  to  become  discouraged  always  remember  the  words  of 
that  wonderful  man,  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier:  'Be  gentle  and  kind  to  the 
weak.  Let  your  aim  in  purpose  in  good  report  or  ill,  in  victory  or  strife, 
be  so  to  live,  so  to  strive,  so  to  serve,  as  to  do  your  part  to  raise  ever 
higher  the  standard  of  life  and  living.  Remember  that  faith  is  better 
than  doubt,  hope  is  better  than  fear,  and  love  is  better  than  hate.'" 

In  the  course  of  her  address  on  the  general  organization  of  Liberal 
women,  Mrs.  Donald  McLean,  of  London,  Ontario,  made  the  following 
suggestions: 

"That  the  men's  organizations  might  give  a  little  more  recognition 
to  the  women's  clubs.  What  little  is  displayed  toward  them  at  present 
is  in  evidence  only  at  the  period  immediately  preceding  an  election. 
This  could  be  done  in  various  ways,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  when  the 
objects  and  aims  of  the  two  branches  are,  or  should  be,  identical  a  more 
concerted  effort  towards  this  goal  could  only  result  in  added  strength 
for  each  organization. 

"Unless  a  women's  club  has  some  definite  aim  or  some  subject  of 
mutual  interest  on  which  it  can  concentrate,  it  is  very  difficult  to  hold 
the  membership  together. 

"This  aim  is  not  difficult  to  find  when  an  election  is  imminent,  but 
the  point  is — There  is  a  long  time  between  elections — and  it  is  during  this 
time  that  the  interest  must  be  sustained,  and  we  must  always  remember 
that  the  opposition  is  never  idle. 

"A  possible  suggestion  is  that  we  take  up  the  subject  of  economics. 

*'We  sometimes  hear  the  criticism  that  women  read,  but  do  not 
reason.  These  are  matters  requiring  not  only  reading,  but  most  careful 
consideration.  Most  of  our  political  problems  are  economic  in  their  na- 
ture, for  example, — protective  tariffs,  old  age  pensions,  Immigration, 
Labour  disputes,  transportation,  et  cetera.  These  problems  are  very 
close  to  us  affecting  as  they  do  the  daily  routine  of  living  and  every 
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woman  who  claims  to  be  interested  in  the  welfare  of  her  own  home  should 
be  broad  enough  to  be  interested  in  the  problems  which  concern,  as 
these  assuredly  do,  the  welfare  of  her  country. 

"After  all,  it  is  not  enough  for  us  to  be  Liberals  because  we  were 
born  that  way.  And  perhaps  a  study  of  these  economic  principles  might 
serve  to  confirm  us  in  our  political  beliefs  and  make  us  more  capable  of 
defending  this  faith  that  is  in  us." 

Complimentary  Luncheon. 

All  visiting  delegates  were  guests  of  the  Provisional  Committee  at  a 
luncheon  in  the  Chateau  Laurier.  Hon.  Ernest  Lapointe,  M.P.,  Minister 
of  Justice,  and  Hon.  Robert  Forke,  M.P.,  Minister  of  Immigration,  were 
the  speakers. 

Mrs.  H.  J.  Cloran,  president  of  the  Ottawa  Women's  Liberal  Club, 
introduced  Hon.  Ernest  Lapointe  as  an  able  Minister  of  Justice,  and  a 
parliamentarian  of  experience  in  diplomatic  matters.  He  had  been  Cana- 
dian delegate  to  the  League  of  Nations  in  Geneva  in  1922;  had  attended 
with  the  Prime  Minister  the  Imperial  Conference  of  1926;  had  with  Rt. 
Hon.  W.  S.  .Fielding,  negotiated  and  signed  the  treaty  with  France  in 
1922;  had  negotiated  and  signed  with  the  United  States  the  Pacific  Fish- 
eries  treaty,  the  first  treaty  signed  by  a  Canadian  alone  with  full  powers 
from  the  King.  Last  year,  he  had  represented  Canada  at  the  inaugura- 
tion  of  Canberra,  the  new  capital  of  Australia;  and  had  been  an  able 
leader  of  the  Government  in  the  House  of  Commons  in  1926. 

Mr.  Lapointe  is  a  descendant  of  French  immigrants;  Mr.  Forke 
is  a  Scotch  immigrant  himself,  a  credit  to  his  adopted  province  of 
Manitoba.  Administering  the  Department  of  Immigration  today  was 
>:;uch  more  complicated  than  the  immigration  responsibilities  of  the  days 
of  our  pioneer  forefathers,  Mrs.  Cloran  said.  They  had  been  animated 
by  the  spirit  of  adventure,  and  it  was  they  who  had  built  the  Canada  of 
today. 

Honorable  Ernest  Lapointe. 

Speaking  in  French  and  then  in  English,  Mr.  Lapointe  on  behalf  of 
the  Government,  expressed  a  cordial  welcome  to  the  delegates,  whom  he 
congratulated  on  the  success  of  the  Assembly. 

"I  am  to  speak  on  Liberalism,"  he  said,  "so  I  am  sure  of  a  most 
sympathetic  audience."  That  the  tone  and  quality  of  liberal  discussions 
have  been  greatly  improved,  was  emphasized  by  Mr.  Lapointe,  who  con- 
tinued to  refer  to  Liberalism  as  a  creed,  a  doctrine  or  a  state  of  mind. 
The  freedom  of  speech  has  ever  been  upheld  by  Liberals,  stated  Mr. 
Lapointe,  who  amid  heartiest  applause  dealt  with  the  election  of  1926 
when  the  Liberals  fought  for  constitutional  rights. 

That  the  British  doctrine  is  good  enough  for  us  was  emphatically 
stated,  "but"  said  Mr.  Lapointe,  "we  want  nothing  more,  nor  do  we 
want  anything  less."  He  was  firmly  convinced  that  Liberalism  will  be 
the  solution  for  all  of  the  problems  which  today  face  the  country.  "Not 
brains  are  needed  in  Canada,  but  motive  power. 

"We  have  stood  by  the  ideal  of  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier.  We  have  in 
Canada  a  truly  national  party.  I  love  Quebec  from  the  bottom  of  my 
heart,  but  I  am  a  Canadian  and  I  want  to  be  a  Canadian  first." 

He  roused  his  audience  to  loud  applause  when  he  told  the  women 
how  at  the  Imperial  Conference,  "We  told  them  that  Canadian  Liberals 
are  just  as  loyal  as  any  Tories  in  Canada  today,  and  are  doing  more  ser- 
vice for  the  British  Crown." 

Dealing  with  international  relations,  Mr.  Lapointe  asked  his  audi- 
ence, "Is  it  not  better  to  deal  with  the  United  States  ourselves,  and  on  « 
footing  of  equality?" 
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"There  is  nothing  that  leads  to  war  like  fiscal  barriers,"  stated  Mr. 
Lapointe,  who  told  how  Canada  has  taken  the  leadership  in  lowering  the 
tariff.  And  within  the  British  Commonwealth,  Canada  has  declared  in 
favor  of  compulsory  arbitration." 

"We  do  not  believe  in  war  as  a  settlement  of  international  diflaculties," 
In  conclusion  the  Minister  of  Justice  said  "and  the  future  will  be  just 
what  we  have  the  courage  to  make  it.  The  Liberal  party  will  remain 
Liberal  and  we  will  work  for  what  God  demands,  not  for  genius,  not  for 
talent,  but  for  the  goodwill  to  serve. 

"Let  us  all  unite  today  behind  the  government  which  controls  the 
majority  with  the  same  spirit  as  the  people  did  years  ago  behind  that 
great  man.  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier.  We  earnestly  hope  to  develop  Canada 
and  make  her  a  greater  anu  a  better  nation." 

Honorable  Robert  Forke. 

Honorable  Robert  Forke,  said  that  he  felt  particularly  honored  in 
being  allowed  even  to  be  present  as  one  of  the  first  guests  at  a  convention 
of  Liberal  women  of  Canada.  "If  you  accomplish  nothing  more  than 
having  met  together  with  such  enthusiasm,  then  you  will  go  home 
pleased  that  you  came." 

Immigration  was  Mr.  Forke's  topic.  "There  will  be  countless  num- 
bers of  people  who  will  come  to  our  shores,  and  who  will  need  your 
sympathy  and  your  assistance,"  He  told  of  the  women  of  the  Women's 
Institutes  and  other  women's  organizations  in  Western  Canada  who  were 
willing  and  helpful  in  meeting  the  newcomers. 

Mr.  Forke  was  keen  for  more  immigrants  to  come  to  Canada,  but,  he 
said,  "the  problem  is  to  get  them  placed."  He  is  not  a  believer  that  an 
increased  population  in  Canada  will  solve  this  country's  problems.  Here 
he  referred  to  the  problem  of  making  rural  life  more  attractive.  He  was 
warmly  applauded  when  he  told  of  the  foreign  names  on  the  honor  lists 
of  the  western  universities,  "which  proves  that  these  people  are  just  as 
apt  and  quick  and  bright  as  our  own  people,"  he  said. 

<'The  statesman  who  can  stop  the  drainage  of  the  rural  population 
to  the  city  will  be  doing  a  great  patriotic  service.  No  country  will  long 
remain  permanently  great  whose  roots  are  not  planted  in  the  soil,"  Mr. 
Forke  said.  "It  was  one  of  my  ambitions  when  I  came  into  office  to  do 
something  toward  that  end.  It  is  not  that  these  immigrants  are  ignorant 
or  undesirable.  Pick  up  the  honor  list  of  the  universities  of  the  West. 
A  large  proportion  of  those  named  are  foreign,  and  unless  we  look  to  it 
sharply  the  children  of  these  immigrants  born  here  and  educated  in  our 
schools  will  outdistance  our  people  of  origin  native  to  Canada.  I  am 
not  finding  fault  with  that  condition,  but  I  warn  you  that  it  is  a  possi- 
bility." 

In  conclusion,  the  speaker  lauded  the  Liberal  party  because,  he 
said,  "most  reforms  of  modern  civilization  have  come  through  Liberal 
politics." 

Speaking  in  French,  Madam  Arthur  Frenette,  Montreal,  Que.,  moved 
a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  speakers,  which  was  ably  seconded  by  Mrs.  W.  C. 
Kennedy,  of  Windsor,  Ont. 

Placing  of  Wreaths. 

Immediately  following  the  Luncheon  a  wreath  of  fresh  flowers  was 
placed  on  the  statue  of  Rt.  Honorable  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier  on  Parliament 
Hill. 

The  inscription  on  the  card  on  this  wreath  read:  "I  do  not  know 
whether  my  political  career  or  my  natural  life  shall  be  short  or  long: 
but  whether  short  or  long,  I  cherish  the  hope  that  I  shall  have  so  lived 
that  when  deposited  in  my  grave,  every  Canadian,  be  he  friend  or  foe,  be 
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lie  English-speaking  or  French-speaking,  Protestant  or  Catholic,  will  have 
to  say,  'There  rests  a  man  who  has  given  the  best  of  his  life,  of  his  soul, 
of  his  heart  to  make  us  a  united  people.' " 

These  roses  were  a  tribute  to  the  life  of  the  late  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier 
from  the  First  National  Assembly  of  Liberal  Women  of  Canada,  and  wer-3 
placed  by  one  of  the  oldest  friends  of  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier  present  at  the 
gathering,  Miss  Carrie  Carmichael,  New  Glasgow,  N.S. 

Following  this  presentation,  another  wreath  made  of  French  beaded 
flowers  was  also  laid  at  the  foot  of  Laurier  monument  from  the  Women's 
Liberal  Club  of  St.  James,  Montreal,  of  which  Mrs.  Kent  L'Esperance  is 
the  president,  and  Mrs.  T.  Lariviere,  the  secretary.  Mrs.  H.  J.  Cloran, 
wife  of  the  late  Hon.  Senator  Cloran,  and  President  of  the  Ottawa 
Women's  Liberal  Club,  had  the  honour  of  placing  this  wreath. 

Afternoon  Business  Session. 

The  afternoon  session  was  called  to  order  at  3.45  by  Mrs.  C.  H. 
Thorburn,  but  was  immediately  adjourned  to  permit  the  sightseeing 
drive  of  the  city. 

Meetings  of  Committees. 

Meetings  of  members  of  the  Constitution,  Resolutions  and  Striking 
Committee  on  Nominations  and  Elections  were  held  at  3.45  p.m. 

Sightseeing  Tour  of  City. 
At  4  p.m.  visitors  were  conducted  on  a  sight-seeing  tour  of  the  city 
of  Ottawa. 

Reception  by  Premier. 

Rt.  Honorable  W.  L.  Mackenzie  King,  M.P.,  Prime  Minister  of  Cana- 
da, held  a  reception  at  Laurier  House  from  5  p.m.,  to  7  p.m.  Delegates 
personally  met  the  Premier  and  were  shown  through  his  home  which  was 
formerly  the  home  of  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier;  following  which  they  were  the 
Premier's  guests  at  tea. 

Mr.  Percival  Price,  Dominion  Carillonneur  gave  a  concert  on  the 
Carillon  for  the  benefit  of  visitors  from  7.30  p.m.  to  8  p.m.,  following 
which  a  tour  of  the  House  of  Commons  and  Senate  was  made. 

Provincial  Gatherings. 

At  9.15  p.m.,  representatives  from  each  province  met  separately  in 
the  House  of  Commons  and  discussed  the  organization  of  provincial 
federations. 

The  wives  of  the  Cabinet  Ministers,  who  have  at  all  times  given  their 
generous  support  to  the  National  Federation  movement  entertained,  at  a 
reception  in  the  Parliamentary  Restaurant.  Mrs.  Ernest  Lapointe,  wife 
of  the  Minister  of  Justice,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Robb,  wife  of  the  Minister  of  Finance, 
Mrs.  Charles  Stewart,  wife  of  the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  Mrs.  W.  R. 
Motherwell,  wife  of  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Mrs.  C.  A.  Dunning,  wife 
of  the  Minister  of  Railways  and  Canals,  Mrs.  W.  D.  Euler,  wife  of  the 
Minister  of  National  Revenue,  Mrs.  James  Malcolm,  wife  of  the  Minister 
of  Trade  and  Commerce,  Mrs.  Robert  Forke,  wife  of  the  Minister  of 
Immigration,  Mrs.  P.  J.  Veniot,  wife  of  the  Postmaster  General,  Mrs. 
Peter  Heenan,  wife  of  the  Minister  of  Labour,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Ralston,  wife 
of  the  Minister  of  National  Defence,  and  Mrs.  Lucien  Cannon,  wife  of  the 
Solicitor  General,  received  the  guests. 

An  excellent  musical  programme  was  provided  and  during  the  serv- 
ing of  refreshments,  representatives  had  opportunity  of  becoming  better 
acquainted. 

Copies  of  a  beautifully  engraved  musical  programme  were  given  to 
each  guest. 
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Mrs.  J.  H.  King,  wife  of  the  Minister  of  Health  and  Soldiers'  Civil 
Re-Establishment,  who  was  unavoidably  absent  from  this  Reception, 
rendered  invaluable  assistance  to  the  Assembly  as  Chairman  of  the 
Entertainment  Committee. 

The  Second  Day. 

Prior  to  the  opening  of  the  seconds  day's  proceedings,  April  18,  the 
Laurier  Club  of  Montreal  of  which  Mrs.  Alphonse  Brodeur  is  president 
and  Mrs.  T.  Jodoin,  secretary,  placed  a  magnificent  crown  of  French 
beaded  flowers  on  the  tomb  at  the  grave  of  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier.  Hon. 
P.  J.  A.  Cardin,  M.P.,  Minister  of  Marine  and  Fisheries;  D.  J.  A.  Denis, 
M..P.,  Clement  Robitaille,  M.P.,  Wilfrid  Girouard,  M.P.,  J.  Etienne  Letel- 
lier,  M.P.,  Liguori  Lacombe,  M.P.,  and  Paul  Mercier,  M.P.,  representing 
the  Government,  and  some  200  women  from  Montreal  and  other  provinces 
joined  in  this  manifestation.  Mrs.  Euclide  Riendeau  represented  the 
president,  Mrs.  Brodeur,  who  was  absent  in  Europe. 

Business  Proceedings. 

At  9.45  a.m.,  the  proceedings  of  the  second  day,  Wednesday,  April 
18,  were  opened.  Mrs.  W.  R.  Motherwell,  of  Melville,  Saskatchewan,  wife 
of  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  presided. 

Mrs.  W.  C.  Hodgson,  of  Montreal,  Que.,  spoke  on  the  organization  of 
young  Liberals  and  its  importance  to  the  party  and  to  the  country.  Chiefs 
like  Mackenzie,  Blake,  Brown  and  Laurier  had  exercised  a  great  influ- 
ence upon  those  who  today  were  the  light  of  the  Liberal  party.  In  the 
same  way  this  generation's  leading  Liberals  should  seek  to  guide  youth 
of  the  country. 

Miss  Etta  Weaver. 

Miss  Etta  Weaver,  president  of  the  Business  Women's  Liberal  Club, 
of  Regina,  had  a  paper  on  the  subject  of  her  organization.  It  was  read 
by  Mrs.  F.  W.  Johnston,  of  Toronto.    Extracts  from  the  paper  follow: 

"According  to  my  judgment,  the  object  of  this  convention  is  three- 
fold,— 

(1)  To  promote  the  cause  of  Liberalism  in  Canada; 

(2)  To  have  the  great  body  of  our  Liberal  women  united  in  one 
political  faith,  and 

(3)  These  to  have  a  similar  constitution  by  one  central  body. 
"In  an  age  of  centralization,  this  appears  a  very  wise  and  economical 

move.  The  same  speakers  could  tour  the  whole  country,  serving  us  in 
much  the  same  manner  as  is  done  by  the  Canadian  Clubs.  There  might 
be  one  centre  from  which  could  be  distributed  literature  of  a  political 
nature  and  lastly,  organized  along  the  same  broad  lines. 

"This  being  done  I  wish  to  direct  your  attention  toward  the  advisa- 
bility of  the  further  and  more  detailed  organization  of  the  great  body 
of  business  and  professional  women  throughout  Canada.  In  this  class 
I  place  all  women,  who  for  pleasure  or  for  profit,  spend  their  time  among 
the  workers  of  the  world.  Some  of  you  are  not  familiar  with  many  of 
these.  You  may  know  a  teacher  of  one  of  your  children,  a  clerk  who 
assists  you  in  the  choice  of  a  costume,  your  husband's  stenographer. 
Have  you  ever  considered  how  many  are  needed  to  keep  your  home 
running  smoothly?  The  girls  in  your  bank,  the  florists,  caterers, 
embroiderers,  artists;  how  many  of  these  aid  you  every  day?  Among 
these  workers  are  lawyers,  doctors,  dentists,  teachers,  ,secretaries, 
journalists,  stenographers,  clerks,  music  teachers,  milliners,  modistes, 
artists,  as  well  as  those  in  a  multitude  of  other  occupations.  Stand  on 
a  busy  corner,  any  day,  at  lunch  hour,  and  watch  the  army  of  alert, 
smart,  well-set-up  women  hastening  from  the  business  houses  and 
disappearing  in  all  directions.  You  will  no  longer  wonder  why  I  urge 
some  way  of  uniting  these  members  into  a  strong  body  of  political 
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workers  who  will  add  great  strength  to  any  party  to  whom  they  give 
their  allegiance.  You,  very  fairly,  ask  why  these  cannot  be  absorbed 
by  the  regular  women's  Liberal  Clubs.  I  shall  try  to  show  you  many 
reasons  why  this  is  not  advisable. 

"Most  women's  clubs  meet  in  the  afternoon  when  business  women 
are  not  free.  Up  to  the  present,  Women's  Liberal  Clubs  have  been 
composed  of  those  who  have  homes  and  families  to  consider.  It  is 
necessary  that  they  meet  in  the  afternoon  and  at  an  early  hour.  These 
clubs  have  always  been  most  cordial  to  business  women  but  very  few 
have  been  able  to  avail  themselves  of  the  invitation  extended.  The 
great  majority  of  this  working  class  can  attend  meetings  only  if  held 
at  night.  Housewives  are  not  then  free.  Therefore,  it  is  the  logical 
thing  to  organize  a  club  that  will  meet  in  the  evening  and  in  places 
suitable  to  business  women. 

'  "Again,  business  women  have  a  different  viewpoint  from  that  of 
housewives.  When  we  consider  the  great  number  of  business  and  pro- 
fessional women  in  Canada  who  are  entirely  dependent  upon  their  own 
resources,  is  it  any  wonder  that  they  have  fixed  ideas  for  their  own 
welfare?  Economic  conditions  of  work  and  living  have  taught  them 
to  have  very  decided  views  on  such  questions  as  exemptions  in  income 
tax,  equality  of  pay,  rights  to  homestead  entry  as  well  as  the  right  to 
become  judges,  members  of  the  Senate  or  serve  in  any  capacity  now 
filled  by  men.  Few  of  these  questions  interest  married  women  at  all, 
while  to  business  women,  they  are  topics  of  the  hour,  under  continual 
consideration. 

Then,  too,  business  w^men  are  largely  independent  in  their  political 
faith.  A  business  woman,  politically,  is  a  sort  of  free  lance  and  very 
often  does  vote  in  an  entirely  different  direction  from  that  of  the  rest  of 
the  family. 

"A  very  important  point  to  note  is  the  initiative  leadership  and  or- 
ganizing ability  to  be  found  among  these  people.  They  are  only  just  be- 
ginning to  realize  their  own  potentialities.  But  they  are  a  little  shy 
about  addressing  meetings  dominated  by  older  and  more  experienced 
women.  How  much  more  sensible,  then,  to  have  their  own  clubs  where 
is  felt  an  equalitv,  a  fraternalism,  a  free  masonry. 

"Another  consideration  is  the  fact  that  the  present  women's  political 
organizations  have  never  yet  been  able  to  get  within  their  folds,  man/ 
of  the  business  women  of  their  locality.  You  have  only  to  examine  your 
Own  roll  to  realize  the  absence  of  this  class.  Our  own  club  was  or- 
ganized largely  because  of  this  very  fact.  Such  a  club  is  able  to  get  in 
touch  with  the  business  women  outside  as  no  other  organization  can 
possibly  do.  Not  only  does  it  insure  the  support  of  those  of  recognized 
Liberal  tendencies,  but  many,  of  another  political  trend,  are  persuaded 
toward  Liberalism.  These  women  need  only  to  be  started,  when  they 
will  increase,  like  a  snow  ball,  growing  greater  by  their  own  momf- 
One  teacher  just  naturally  enlists  the  support  of  a  great  many  other 
teachers.  Similarly  with  all  professions.  The  great  majority  of  these 
people  will  never  be  reached  by  the  ordinary  political  body  of  either  men 
or  women.  Because  yduv  ^omen's  existing  organizations  have  not  yet 
been  able  to  enlist  their  services  and  support,  I  ask  you  to  try  to  work 
out  some  scheme  whereby  they  may  become  a  strong  adjunct  to  tlie 
Liberal  party  in  Canada. 

"The  best  I  can  do  is  to  cite  our  own  club.  During  one  cam- 
paign, we  were  an  auxiliary  to  the  Women's  Liberal  Clubs  here.  It 
was  not  satisfactory.  Just  as  women,  because  of  their  purely  fem- 
inine problems,  are  organized  separately  from  men,  so  we,  because 
of  reasons  slated  above,  are  better  organized  alone.  There  is  the  warmest 
feeling  existing  between  the  two  women's  club  here,  but  we  have  the 
added  pleasure  of  feeling  our  own  power  and  accompanying  respousibil- 
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ity.  Our  constitution  and  by-laws  are  the  usual  type  followed  by  all  well 
organized  clubs  with  a  few  modifications  and  changes  to  suit  our  indi- 
vidual needs.  Here  we  aim  to  conduct  our  meetings  along  proper  par- 
liamentary lines.  Meetings  are  held  once  a  month,  alternating,  social, 
educational,  and  business.  At  these  latter,  we  have  been  favoured  with 
several  addresses,  political,  historical  and  reminiscent  from  various  pub- 
lic men  of  our  province.  At  the  former,  we  have  enjoyed  music,  bridge, 
dances,  theatre  parties,  banquets  and  the  ever  welcome  tea  parties.  Just 
here,  I  should  like  to  pay  tribute  to  certain  women  of  the  senior  organi- 
zation Yvho  have,  on  different  occasions,  entertained  our  whole  club  in 
their  homes,  or  who  have,  when  asked  to  do  so,  lent  their  patronage 
and  help  to  our  many  social  activities.  This  has  still  further  cemented 
the  fraternal  feeling  between  the  two  clubs.  As  far  as  I  know,  we  are 
the  only  Business  Women's  Liberal  Club  in  Canada.  Our  work  does  not 
conflict  in  any  way  with  that  of  the  Women's  Liberal  Club.  We  feel 
that  we  are  becoming  a  real  power  in  the  political  life  around  us,  rapidly 
enlisting  the  support  of  more  and  more  of  the  business  women  of  the 
city.  Among  these  we  must  include  many  of  the  'juniors'  who  may  be 
too  young  to  vote  but  are  not  too  young  to  be  interested  in  the  purpose 
of  the  franchise  and  to  secure  training  preparatory  to  its  exercise." 

Mrs.  Mary  McCallum  Sutherland. 

Mrs,  .Mary  McCallum  Sutherland  spoke  on  rural  organization  as 
follows: 

"When  I  chose  to  speak  on  the  rural  aspect  of  this  question  of  or- 
ganizing Liberal  women  it  was  not  because  I  would  prefer  to  make  a 
speech  on  this  subject  above  all  others.  As  a  matter  of  fact  it  would  be 
one  of  the  last  I  should  choose.  There  are  so  many  lofty  and  inspiring 
things  one  might  say  about  so  many  phases  of  Liberalism,  that  I  y/Sia 
drawn  to  choose  some  such  subject.  But  because  I  come  from  a  part  of 
the  Dominion  that  is  so  far  removed  from  those  parts  with  which  most 
of  the  delegates  here  are  familiar,  and  because  so  few  of  us  could  come 
because  of  the  great  distance  and  not  inconsiderable  expense  I  felt  com- 
pelled to  do  what  little  speaking  I  had  opportunity  to  do  on  behalf  of  the 
Liberal  women  of  the  rural  parts  of  the  prairie  provinces. 

**It  is  a  large  problem  and  I  am  sorry  there  are  so  few  of  us  here  to 
tell  you  about  it,  and  to  carry  home  the  help  I  am  sure  we  are  going  to 
receive  from  this  convention.  Sometime  before  this  convention  is  con- 
cluded the  Saskatchewan  delegates  have  an  invitation  to  extend  from 
the  Government  of  the  Province  of  Saskatchewan  to  hold  the  next 
national  convention  of  Liberal  women  in  that  province. 

"As  I  see  the  need  to  organize  women,  or  men  either,  Into  party  clubs 
or  associations  of  any  kind,  it  is  for  three  purposes:  first  to  convince  the 
public  that  the  principles  for  which  the  organization  stands  are  right, 
and  its  policies  sound,  in  other  words  for  the  purpose  of  winning  elec- 
tions for  the  party  so  organized;  second,  that  ther  rank  and  file  of  that 
party  through  study  and  discussion  may  be  intelligently  informed  and  in 
close  touch  with  the  affairs  of  the  country  and  of  the  party;  and  third, 
that  such  units  of  organiaation,  comprising  as  they  do  the  people  them- 
selves, might  constantly  and  unceasingly  provide  new  life,  new  ideas,  new 
policies,  new  men  and  women,  that  the  party  may  be  renewed  from  and 
possessed  of  the  eternal  fountain  of  youth.  Of  course  the  third  is  the 
most  important  of  the  three  if  the  party  is  going  to  serve  the  growing 
and  constaatly  changing  interests  of  a  new  and  growing  country.  And 
of  course,  generally  speaking,  if  the  party  serves  the  country  its  success 
at  the  polls  will  be  assured. 

"Personally  I  do  not  think  the  best  thing  for  men  and  women  is  to 
be  segregated  into  political  organizations  for  the  different  sexes.  If 
there  is  one  place  where  men  and  women  should  work  together  it  is  In 
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politics.  Those  policies  that  are  for  the  benefit  of  men  are  without  ex- 
ception also  for  the  benefit  of  women  and  vice  versa.  But  for  the  time 
being  it  is  not  in  every  case  feasible  or  wise  to  attempt  to  make  one  or- 
ganization do  the  work  for  all.  In  some  cases  women  are  shy  of  mingling 
with  men  in  political  work,  and  again  in  some  ridings  men  have  so  long 
managed  the  affairs  of  the  party  that  it  simply  doesn't  occur  to  them 
that  times  have  changed,  and  still  again  there  are  constituencies  that 
haven't  got  women  with  the  time  the  inclination  or  desire  or  sense  of 
responsibility  to  take  any  part  in  political  organizations.  The  logical 
beginning  then  in  all  these  cases  is  the  club  or  association  for  women. 
Even  in  those  ridings,  and  I  suppose  there  are  some  in  Canada,  where 
women  and  men  share  equally  what  political  organization  there  is,  the 
association  or  club  for  women  is  a  place  where  women  may  meet  to- 
gether to  discuss  public  questions  as  they  appeal  to  them,  and  more- 
over where  they  may  get  those  other  women  whose  political  proclivities 
lie  dormant,  and  interest  them  in  the  affairs  of  the  country  and  of  the 
party.  For  the  time  being  then,  all  of  us  must  see  that  while  we  may 
think  this  is  one  place  where  men  and  women  should  work  together, 
there  is  a  very  specific  need  for  the  party  organization  for  women  alone. 

"There  are  two  deterrents  amongst  women  themselves  to  the  success- 
ful prosecution  of  the  three-fold  objective  we  have  for  organization,  and 
they  are  as  opposite  as  the  poles,  the  first  is  the  died-in-the-wool  parti- 
san who  looks  askance  at  those  who  are  not  quite  so  partisan,  and  the 
second  is  the  person  who  declines  to  make  known  what  party  she  favors, 
and  so  is  difBcult  to  inveigle  into  party  organizations.  Of  the  two,  the 
latter  is  the  more  important,  for  the  balance  of  success  or  defeat  at  elec- 
tions is  never  in  the  "hands  of  the  partisans,  but  always  with  those  whom 
we  mark  in  our  poll  books  as  'doubtful.'  Then  too  the  woman  who  is 
less  partisan  is  more  inclined  to  be  concerned  with  the  welfare  of 
policies  than  of  parties,  and  that  is  in  the  end  all  for  the  good  of  the 
party,  and  certainly  of  the  country.  After  all  parties  are  simply  the 
means  to  an  end,  certainly  not  the  end  in  itself,  and  if  the  party  fails  to 
be  renewed  either  from  within  or  without  the  party  atrophies  and  is 
ultimately  discarded  as  a  senile  institution.  This  happens  to  parties  that 
have  been  in  government  seats  for  some  time,  hence  the  great  need  that 
the  party  of  which  we  are  a  part  should  be  saved  from  the  subtle  over- 
powering poison  gas  that  is  so  often  generated  from  office  holding. 
Gatherings  such  as  this,  where  methods  of  renewal  are  discussed,  where 
national  policies  are  reviewed  and  approved,  discarded  or  amended  as 
the  national  need  of  them  changes,  are  for  the  dispelling  of  the  in- 
fluences that  corrode  and  atrophy,  and  should  be  encouraged  and  fos- 
tered. 

'*The  great  difficulty  in  the  problem  that  concerns  this  convention, 
that  of  organization,  is  not  chiefly  that  of  organization  itself,  although 
especially  in  the  phase  of  it  with  which  I  am  dealing  there  are  almost 
insurmountable  difficulties,  but  in  keeping  the  organization  going  after  it 
is  brought  into  existence. 

"But  first  let  us  turn  our  attention  to  the  problem  of  the  rural  women. 
The  West  which  is  in  a  state  of  constant  change,  first  in  this  direction 
and  then  in  another,  cannot  at  heart  or  in  spirit  be  in  tune  with  Toryism. 
Expansion  and  progress  are  the  proper  background  for  the  growth  of 
Liberal  ideas  and  policies,  and  is  the  proper  atmosphere  in  which  to 
foster  true  Liberalism,  but  the  very  changes  that  these  people  see  taking 
place  about  them  are  the  infiuences  that  are  weaning  them  away  from 
a  very  strict  party  demarcation.  They  are,  in  the  province  Saskatche- 
wan, say,  much  more  concerned  with  good  government  or  a  government 
that  vvill  be  in  step  with  its  rapid  and  constant  development,  than  they 
are  with  the  fate  of  the  Gardiner  government.  Once  the  people  of  Sas- 
katchewan are  convinced  that  by  change  they  may  get  better  govern- 
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ment,  the  Gardiner  government  will  be  a  thing  of  the  past.  So  in 
Federal  politics.  The  election  of  1921  amply  proves  the  truth  of  what 
I  say.  It  is  my  opinion  that  women  will  be  much  more  quickly  swayed 
against  the  traditional  parties  because  they  haven't  so  much  party  tra- 
dition as  have  the  men.  Hence  the  great  responsibility  of  the  present 
Federal  government  to  keep  its  adherence  and  sponsorship  of  Liberal 
principles  constantly  before  the  people  of  the  West.  Liberalism  is  the 
only  spirit  and  psychology  that  can  appeal  to  the  people  facing  as  they 
do  today  an  era  of  unprecedented  development,  and  when  Western  people 
turn  from  the  Liberal  party  it  is  with  the  idea  of  finding  true  Liberalism, 
that  spirit  that  condemns  man  irrevocably  to  progress  and  larger  out- 
looks in  some  other  party  or  group.  They  may  be  mistaken,  but  the 
point  I  am  trying  to  make  is  that  they  will  not  hesitate  to  discard  the 
present  Liberal  party  for  something  else,  if  they  get  the  idea  that  the 
present  Liberal  party  is  less  useful  than  some  other  party  may  be. 

"This  very  thing  adds  to  the  difficulty  of  organizing  women  in  the 
West  into  Liberal  clubs.  They  do  not  want  to  get  tied  up  to  a  party 
organization  for  fear  at  the  next  contest  they  may  want  to  oppose  the 
party. 

"Now  to  consider  the  actual  organization  in  the  constituencies.  The 
constituency  in  which  I  live  and  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  at 
this  convention  is  typical  of  the  majority  of  constituencies  in  the  four 
Western  provinces,  and  I  suppose  in  a  measure  of  the  other  provinces  too. 
There  is  a  small  city,  and  8  or  10  small  towns  of  varying  size.  The  rest 
of  the  country  is  farming  or  ranching  country.  Some  of  the  rural  polls 
In  the  riding  are  as  far  as  200  miles  from  a  railway  or  a  telephone. 
These  have  not  many  women  voters.  A  number  are  30  and  40  miles. 
The  majority  are  within  telephone  communication  of  the  small  towns. 
You  people  who  know  only  the  life  of  cities  have  little  idea  of  the  isola- 
tion of  the  rural  districts  in  the  newer  parts  of  the  province.  They  have 
tiny  houses,  a  number  of  small  children,  a  great  amount  of  work  to  do, 
and  little  or  no  money.  If  they  can  be  induced  away  from  their  homes  it 
is  only  to  something  of  a  social  nature.  They  are  too  busy  and  too  tired 
to  be  greatly  concerned  with  the  affairs  of  state.  Yet  they  are  all  voters. 
I  have  addressed  political  meetings  in  most  of  the  school  houses  and 
community  halls  within  40  miles  of  the  railway  throughout  that  riding, 
and  you  would  be  astonished  at  the  number  who  attend  political  meet- 
ings. When  I  talk  to  them  individually  after  the  meetings  they  claim  to 
have  no  knowledge  of  political  matters,  and  they  ask  few  questions  con- 
cerning the  issues  under  discussion,  but  the  fact  that  they  are  at  meet- 
ings is  most  encouraging  when  you  know  their  mode  of  life.  Usually  there 
Is  one  woman  who  has  more  courage  in  conversation  than  the  others 
and  I  arrange  with  her  that  she  will  see  that  the  women's  vote  is  taken  to 
the  polls,  that  someone  will  go  to  mind  the  children  during  the  mother's 
absence  at  the  polls,  if  possible  that  there  will  be  one  woman  scrutineer 
To  find  the  right  woman  is  the  major  part  of  the  organization  amongst 
the  country  women  during  an  election  campaign.  They  love  to  tele- 
phone— their  isolation  makes  that  a  feature  of  their  social  life.  In  the 
course  of  a  few  days,  if  the  cooperation  of  the  right  woman  has  been  se- 
cured all  her  women  neighbors  will  have  heard  about  the  meeting,  and 
will  be  advised  of  any  future  meetings.  She  will  have  cars  to  take  the 
neighbors  to  the  polls  and  certain  women  to  mind  the  babies  of  the 
others,  etc. 

"Now  regarding  formal  organization.  I  think  it  is  possible  and  indeed 
an  obligation  to  organize  the  women  in  the  small  towns.  In  our  own 
riding  we  should  aim  for  ten  such  organizations.  These  clubs  will  not 
be  large.  As  election  time  draws  near,  and  women  make  up  their  mind 
to  support  our  candidate  they  will  be  a  little  larger.  It  may  be  possible 
to  organize  a  few  rural  communities.    I  am  not  sure  of  one  such  in  the 


riding  of  Prince  Albert.  The  clubs  in  the  small  towns  should  however 
make  it  a  part  of  their  duty  to  find  that  one  woman  in  each  poll  on  the 
telephone  lines  connected  with  that  town  of  which  I  have  spoken,  should 
have  her  at  at  least  one  or  two  meetings  during  the  year,  and  should  be  in 
frequent  communication  with  her.  I  despair  of  further  formal  organiza- 
tion of  the  country  women  in  my  constituency.  For  the  past  12  years  my 
work  and  life  have  been  lived  close  to  rural  peoples,  I  know  their  lives 
and  their  work  and  their  outlook  pretty  well,  and  while  there  may  be  the 
occasional  country  district  where  a  women's  Liberal  club  could  be 
organized  and  flourish,  I  believe  their  organization  cannot  be  considered 
generally  possible. 

**The  country  people  of  Saskatchewan  have  organizations.  There 
is  the  United  Farmers  of  Canada,  Saskatchewan  section,  which  takes  in 
both  men  and  women,  and  which  I  believe  is  at  present  in  a  flourishing 
condition.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  speculation  as  to  what  this  organiza- 
tion will  do  at  the  next  provincial  election.  So  far  as  I  know,  at  the 
present  time  they  are  committed  to  no  political  action.  Circumstances 
and  the  exigencies  of  the  situation  as  a  campaign  draws  near  will  be  the 
determining  factors  governing  their  actions.  As  a  force  in  federal 
politics  I  do  not  believe  they  will  be  a  serious  class  factor  again  for  some 
years.  That  does  not  mean  that  the  United  Farmers  will  not  exert  an  in- 
fluence on  elections.  They  will  exert  a  very  important  one.  The  local 
lodges  where  they  are  flourishing  and  the  members  enthusiastic,  are  I 
believe  keen  debating  and  discussion  arenas  and  political  matters  come 
in  for  their  share  of  attention  as  well  as  economic  and  commercial 
issues.  Their  opinion  will  have  an  important  effect  in  determining  suc- 
cess or  defeat  of  political  policies  at  the  polls. 

"Then  the  farm  women  of  Saskatchewan  have  the  Homemakers* 
Clubs,  an  organization  under  the  Department  of  Agriculture  in  the 
province,  and  entirely  outside  of  politics.  In  fact  politics  are  by  consti- 
tution barred  from  their  discussions. 

"Then  of  course  we  should  have  an  organization  of  some  kind  cov- 
ering the  whole  of  each  federal  riding.  The  ofllcers  should  further  be 
a  part  of  the  general  federal  organization  that  exists  in  that  riding,  and 
in  close  touch  with  it.  Between  that  and  this  organization  gathered  in 
Ottawa  might  be  the  provincial  associations,  with  the  women  also  In 
touch  with  the  men's  or  general  organization. 

"As  I  said  before  the  great  problem  confronting  us  is  not  so  much 
the  organizing  of  women  and  securing  a  set  of  officers,  but  in  keeping  tlie 
organization  going  once  it  comes  into  existence.  I  shall  have  the  work 
of  organizing  the  constituency  of  Prince  Albert  this  summer,  but  I  shall 
not  feel  that  success  will  attend  the  clubs  when  they  are  organized  un- 
less there  is  a  good  live  bureau,  situated  possibly  here,  to  send  us  litera- 
ture, pamphlets,  bulletins,  etc.,  on  those  matters  on  which  we  should  bo 
Informed.  The  literature  sent  out  by  the  secretaries  of  the  Federation 
during  the  past  two  elections  was  good,  only  if  these  organizations  are 
going  to  be  kept  alive  between  elections,  that  kind  of  material  would 
have  to  come  to  us  periodically. 

"You  may  ask  me  what  kind  of  literature  I  think  would  be  suitable. 
I  should  answer  this  way,  if  the  Prime  Minister  for  example  goes  to  New- 
market or  Prince  Albert  and  makes  an  important  political  speech  a  brief 
of  that  speech  should  be  available  to  every  club.  If  Mr.  Forke  naakes  a 
pronouncement  on  immigration  policy  we  should  have  that.  A  summary 
of  the  budget  with  its  bearing  on  women's  life  and  affairs  would  be  ex- 
cellent. The  recent  budget  with  its  reductions  in  the  duties  on  cottons 
and  woollens,  a  vitally  interesting  budget  to  women  who  are  for  the  most 
part  the  spenders  of  the  family  incomes,  is  a  good  example. 
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"But  you  say  this  material  is  all  in  the  newspapers.  I  know  it  is,  but 

most  of  us  women  do  not  yet  know  how  to  get  this  material  out  of  news- 
papers. Proper  clipping  and  well  balanced  discretion  as  to  what  to  use 
and  what  not  to  use  is  gained  only  after  long  experience.  It  almost  re- 
quires a  sixth  sense  to  know  how  to  use  newspapers.  I  know  a  little  of 
the  cost  of  this  propaganda  and  it  is  tremendous.  We  would  have  to  de- 
vise some  means  of  meeting  it.  Consideration  would  also  have  to  be 
given  to  the  publishing  of  this  material  in  foreign  languages. 

"To  summarize — a  national  organization,  this  Federation  idea  is 
good,  provincial  organizations,  constituency  organizations,  a  club  in 
every  city  and  town,  but  do  not  despair  if  permanent  organizations  can- 
not be  formed  in  the  rural  polls.  Committees  if  only  of  one  function  in 
most  of  them  during  election  time — and  most  important,  a  literature 
bureau.  ^  ^  [ 

"It  is  a  large  work  we  have  set  for  ourselves,  but  the  traditions,  the 
principles,  and  the  promise  of  Liberalism  compel  us  to  undertake  it. 
This  country  is  on  the  verge  of  a  period  of  expansion  and  develop- 
ment such  as  it  has  not  enjoyed  at  any  time  in  its  history.  Conserva- 
tism is  out  of  step  with  progress.  New  horizons,  new  outlooks,  ever 
widening  circles  of  contact,  an  'up  the  hill  and  over'  spirit  requires 
Liberalism.  It  is  the  only  power  that  can  meet  the  future  unafraid.  We 
need  Liberalism  today  more  than  we  ever  needed  it.  We  who  represent 
half  the  electorate,  we  have  it  within  our  power  to  keep  true  Liberalism 
on  the  Treasury  Benches.    But  it  means  work." 

Helpful  discussion  followed  on  the  subject  of  rural  organization. 

Mrs.  J.  G.  Ahearn. 

Mrs.  John  Ahearn,  of  Montreal,  Que.,  spoke  in  French  on  the  subject 
of  women  suffrage  in  Quebec. 

Mrs.  Ahearn's  address  follows: 

"Female  suffrage  is  still  a  moot  question  in  the  Province  of  Quebec. 
The  proposal  of  extending  the  suffrage  to  women  in  the  elections  for 
the  Legislative  Assembly  has  been  turned  down  by  large  majorities  on 
two  occasions.  The  people  of  Quebec,  as  a  whole,  were  never  consulted 
on  the  question  of  extending  the  franchise  to  women.  Canada  is  a  fed- 
eration of  provinces.  The  Liberal  policy  in  the  past  consisted  in  adopt- 
ing the  provincial  franchise  in  Dominion  elections.  That  was  a  policy 
which  fitted  in  with  the  mentality  of  the  people  in  the  various  provinces. 
What  may  be  popular  in  some  provinces  of  Canada  may  not  be  so 
popular  in  others.  We  have  had  many  instances  of  this  in  Dominion  legis- 
lation. The  enforcement  of  many  measures  passed  by  the  Federal  Par- 
liament has  been  left  to  the  provinces. 

*'Some  countries  have  granted  the  franchise  to  women  in  political 
elections;  others  have  refused  it.  Many  people  believe  that  women  can 
best  serve  in  their  home  sphere  rather  than  by  going  down  to  the  polls 
to  dispute  with  men.  In  many  parts  of  Quebec  and  other  parts  of 
Canada,  women  have  not  exercised  their  franchise  and,  in  this  respect, 
It  is  true  that  they  are  no  worse  off  than  many  men  who  never  go  to  the 
polls.  In  mixed  communities  the  female  vote  has  been  larger.  In  other 
parts,  where  the  people  are  all  of  one  race,  the  vote  has  been  smaller. 
It  is  probable  that  female  suffrage  has  come  to  stay  but  it  will  never  be 
popular  with  the  class  of  women  who  have  not  been  trained  to  that  view 
of  the  duties  of  woman.  Issues  may  arise  when  women  will  cast  a  large 
vote,  especially  moral  issues.  At  other  times  there  will  be  much  in- 
difference. In  many  cases  it  is  merely  a  duplication  of  the  vote  as  mar- 
ried women  generally  vote  as  their  husbands  do.  There  would  be  a  great- 
er diversion  among  unmarried  women. 
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"The  organization  of  the  female  votes  in  the  rural  parts  of  Quebec 
is  one  of  the  problems  which  public  men  have  to  deal  with.  It  is  far 
from  being  solved.  In  time  it  may  come  about  that  women  will  go  to 
the  polls  as  men  do.  This  time  has  not  yet  come  in  the  great  majority  of 
cases.  Many  women  in  rural  parts  of  Quebec  as  elsewhere  have  to  be 
taken  to  and  from  the  polls,  otherwise  they  do  not  vote.  There  are  many 
local  influences  to  affect  female  suffrage. 

"As  compulsory  voting  has  never  been  accepted  in  Canada,  women, 
even  more  so  than  men,  will  continue  for  some  time  to  come  to  be  in  each 
individual  case  their  own  judges  as  to  whether  they  will  exercise  the 
franchise  or  not.  Many  changes  have  been  wrought  in  the  last  decade 
and  many  more  may  be  expected  in  that  which  will  follow.  In  the  mean- 
time candidates  will  have  to  judge  for  themselves  which  are  the  best 
means  to  be  employed  to  canvass  and  induce  women  to  go  to  the  polls. 
Conditions  vary  in  various  districts.  In  English  speaking  countries  the 
ideal  of  extending  the  franchise  to  women  is  fast  becoming  a  settled 
policy.   In  Latin  countries  the  opinions  vary  very  much. 

"One  of  the  great  drawbacks  in  country  districts  is  that  women  do 
not  as  a  mle  attend  public  political  meetings  as  men  do  and,  therefore, 
do  not  take  the  keen  interest  that  men  do  in  political  conflicts.  The 
main  reason  for  this  is  that  they  are  too  busy  attending  to  their  domestic 
duties.  Besides,  in  many  districts  it  is  not  customary  for  women  to  at- 
tend political  meetings.  There  they  have  no  associations  to  encourage 
them  to  take  a  deeper  interest  in  politics.  A  few  active  women  in  each 
district  can  do  a  great  deal  of  work  to  induce  women  to  go  to  the  polls. 
This  work  can  best  be  done  by  women.  The  majority  of  those  who  are 
willing  to  go  and  vote  will  do  so  at  the  request  of  other  women..  They 
do  not  care  as  a  rule  to  be  taken  to  the  polling  booths  by  men,  except 
those  of  their  own  family.  In  the  country  districts  polls  are  not  as 
easily  accessible  as  they  are  in  urban  districts.  Candidates  for  parlia- 
mentary honors  have  to  face  and  deal  with  this  problem  in  all  rural 
districts.  The  most  effective  way  of  getting  out  the  female  vote  in 
rural  districts  is  to  form  a  small  committee  of  women  who  will  take  up 
the  list  of  women  voters  and  organize  a  system  of  taking  the  women  to 
and  from  the  polls.  In  many  instances  women  with  young  children  are 
not  free  to  leave  their  homes  to  go  and  vote,  and  substitutes  have  to  be 
found  to  take  charge  of  the  house  in  the  absence  of  the  mother. 

"I  would  suggest  that  a  committee  be  formed  in  each  province,  com- 
posed of  women  familiar  with  conditions  in  that  province,  to  draft  a 
series  of  instructions  in  both  oflBcial  languages  to  be  distributed  by 
candidates  to  women  who  are  prepared  to  take  up  this  work  of  organ- 
izing as  to  the  best  methods  to  be  employed  to  get  the  women  to  the 
polls.  It  must  be  done  by  an  organization  of  women.  Candidates  in 
rural  constituencies  have  experienced,  as  a  rule,  much  trouble  in  getting 
the  women  to  vote  and  especially  in  their  conveyance  to  and  from  the 
polls.  If  there  is  always  a  large  percentage  of  men  who  do  not  vote  for 
one  reason  or  another,  the  number  of  women  who  do  the  same  is  larger. 
A  means  must  be  found  to  create  an  interest  among  them  in  matters 
political  and  this  can  best  be  done  by  a  local  committee  in  each  parish 
or  township.  As  conditions  vary  very  much  in  various  parts  of  Canada, 
no  uniform  rule  will  apply." 

Dr.  Grace  Ritchie  England. 

Dr.  Grace  Ritchie  England,  Montreal,  Que.,  speaking  on  Women's 
Part  in  Campaigning  said: 

"As  it  is  estimated  that  women  constitute  at  least  one  half  of  the 
Canadian  electorate,  presumably  the  same  proportion  of  voting  power 
exists  as  between  Liberal  men  and  Liberal  women.  Do  our  women 
occupy  a  proportionately  important  place  in  the  political  arena  or  do 


25 


they  exert  a  really  marked  influence  in  politics — an  influence  commen- 
surate to  their  numbers?  If  we  are  not  satisfied  with  the  part  we  are 
permitted  to  play  in  campaigns,  what  changes  do  we  desire? 

"The  women  of  the  Province  of  Quebec  occupy  a  unique,  illogical 
and  most  unfortunate  position,  in  that  they  are  in  possession  of  the 
Federal  franchise,  but  are  denied  the  right  of  voting  in  provincial 
elections.  When  a  provincial  election  is  taking  place  they  are  sternly 
impressed  with  the  fact  that  they  are  not  wanted  and  not  allowed  at 
the  polls;  that  for  them  on  election  day  'there  is  no  place  like  home/ 
and  Church  and  State  unite  to  keep  them  there. 

"The  picture  changes  on  the  approach  of  a  Federal  election;  then, 
especially  in  those  divisions  in  which  the  outcome  of  the  election  is 
at  all  doubtful,  the  women  voters  suddenly  become  of  great  importance. 
They  are  urged  to  abandon  their  homes  and  children,  forget  that  the 
welfare  of  the  family  depends  upon  their  keeping  close  to  the  kitchen 
stove,  and  their  appearance  at  the  polling  booth  is  facilitated  in  every 
way,  even  to  the  providing  of  temporary  attendants  for  the  babies,  and 
transportation  to  and  from  the  polls,  preferably  by  limousine. 

"In  the  early  days  of  the  Federal  franchise  for  women,  the  mere 
possession  of  the  vote  gave  us  a  deep  sense  of  satisfaction;  we  believed 
that  we  had  arrived;  now  we  are  beginning  to  realize  that  the  vote  is 
only  the  first  step. 

"It  is  frequently  charged  that  women  have  not  made  their  influence 
felt  to  any  remarkable  extent  in  politics  and  that  they  merely  increase 
the  number  of  voters.    This  is  in  part,  though  not  entirely,  true. 

"There  are  at  present  several  outstanding  reasons  which  minimize 
the  political  influence  of  women.  In  the  selection  of  candidates,  women 
have  very  little  voice,  for  there  exists  a  mysterious  political  entity, 
known  as  'the  machine,'  from  any  part  in  the  management  of  which, 
women  have  so  far  been  rigorously  excluded.  Nominally,  party  candidates 
are  selected  at  party  conventions,  called  together  a  few  weeks  before 
election  day.  In  our  Province  (Quebec),  in  many  divisions  women  are 
not  invited  to  attend,  in  others  a  few  selected  individuals  are  requested 
to  be  present;  in  the  very  exceptional  instance,  the  convention  may  be 
held  on  a  fifty-fifty  basis.  Our  first  demand  should  be  that,  at  every 
Liberal  nominating  convention,  women  should  form  fifty  per  cent  of 
the  delegates,  and  that  the  women  of  the  party  should  select  their  own 
representatives. 

"Further,  before  the  convention  is  called  a  party  committee  practi- 
cally decides  on  the  nominee;  and  the  convention  generally  confirms 
the  choice  of  the  committee.  Not  till  women  have  their  proportionate 
place  on  the  'inside,'  will  they  have  any  chance  of  making  their  influence 
adequately  and  definitely  felt  in  the  selection  of  candidates.  At  present, 
we  are  frequently  placed  in  the  position  of  being  obliged,  from  party 
loyalty,  to  vote  for  a  candidate  of  whom  we  do  not  approve,  or  to  abstain 
from  voting. 

"Had  women  a  decisive  voice  in  the  selection  of  candidates,  I  am 
convinced  that  the  latter  would  have  to  measure  up,  as  individuals,  to 
a  very  different  standard.  Moreover,  candidates  would  be  forced  to 
take  a  much  greater  interest  in  humanitarian  measures,  and  assuredly 
would  be  obliged  to  assume  a  very  different  attitude  in  regard  to  laws 
relating  to  women  and  children,  and  to  penalties  for  moral  offences. 

"Again,  if  women  are  to  be  of  the  greatest  service  to  their  party, 
it  is  essential  that  the  heads  of  the  party  should  express  greater  confi- 
dence in  recognized  leaders  amongst  the  women.   At  election  times  the 
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latter  are  often  'blind  leaders  of  the  blind,'  not  fully  understanding  the 
accepted  policy  of  the  party  on  the  issues  that  arise  during  the  cam- 
paign. 

"The  part  of  women  as  platform  speakers  in  campaigns  leaves  much 
to  be  desired.  A  few  women  speakers  have  obtained  recognition  and  are 
practically  certain  to  be  called  upon  to  speak  in  campaigns  and  these 
are  equal  to  any  call  that  may  be  made  upon  them.  In  many  instances 
however,  the  realization  of  the  necessity  for  a  woman  speaker  dawns 
upon  the  candidate  at  the  eleventh  hour,  and  an  imperative  S.O.S.  call 
is  then  issued.  This  is  the  most  ineffective  method  of  using  women 
on  the  platform,  in  campaigns.  It  should  be  one  of  the  functions  of 
Liberal  women's  organizations  to  select  qualified  women  speakers,  and 
assign  them  for  meetings  or  districts  where  they  will  be  most  effective. 
Women  speakers  should  be  carefully  equipped  beforehand  for  such  a 
part  by  long  months  of  careful  study  and  preparation. 

Women  as  Candidates  and  Members. — "It  seems  far  from  creditable 
to  the  Liberal  Party,  the  party  which  claims  to  be  progressive,  broad- 
minded,  and  looking  towards  the  future,  that  there  is  as  yet  no  Liberal 
woman  member  of  parliament;  we  hope  for  better  things  in  the  future. 
Let  me  touch  upon  some  of  the  reasons  for  the  scarcity  of  women  can- 
didates. It  cannot  be  truthfully  said  that  the  male  politician,  or  the  adult 
male,  as  a  whole,  displays  any  great  eagerness  in  securing  or  supporting 
the  candidature  of  women. 

"Moreover  a  sitting  member  has  the  preference,  by  courtesy,  an4 
It  is  not  easy  to  retire  any  such  member,  though  not  particularly  able,, 
if  he  is  even  fairly  satisfactory,  if  he  votes  at  the  party  call,  or  perhaps 
has  well-lined  pockets,  which  he  is  ever  ready  to  empty  in  a  'liberal* 
way. 

"After  a  long  parliamentary  career,  some  member  may  perhaps 
eventually  be  ready  to  retire,  especially  when  the  prospects  of  a 
judgeship  or  a  senatorship,  are  bright;  but  alas,  several  of  his  own 
sex  are  waiting  to  step  into  his  shoes!  Thus  it  may  be  seen,  the  chances 
of  a  woman  being  selected  are  reduced  to  a  minimum.  If,  in  spite  of 
all  these  obstacles,  she  receives  a  nomination,  one  may  suspect  that  the 
constituency  is  regarded  as  a  forlorn  hope  by  her  party,  and  her  defeat 
is  almost  a  foregone  conclusion. 

"We  are  here  to-day  representing  the  Liberal  women  of  Canada, 
filled  with  enthusiasm,  eager  for  effective  organization,  imbued  with 
the  idea  of  spreading  liberal  ideas  and  principles,  and  keen  to  support 
our  party  to  the  utmost.  Furthermore,  we  have  come  together  to 
advance  the  status  of  women  throughout  the  Dominion  and  to  increase 
our  political  influence  in  the  Liberal  Party,  feeling  that  by  so  doing  we 
shall  be  working  for  the  welfare  of  our  sex,  of  our  party  and  of  our 
country!" 

MRS.  A.  MacGILLIVRAY  YOUNG 

Mrs.  A.  MacGillivray  Young,  president  of  the  Saskatoon  Women's 
Liberal  Club,  spoke  on  women's  part  in  campaigning.    She  said: 

"I  would  say  in  the  first  place  we  must  have  a  good  cause  and  a  good 
leader.  The  Liberal  party  is  fortunate  in  having  both.  During  a  cam- 
paign the  policy  of  the  party  must  be  properly  presented  on  a  public 
platform  and  in  the  press,  but  of  these  I  do  not  intend  speaking  in  the 
few  minutes  at  my  disposal. 

"In  addition  to  having  a  good  leader  and  a  good  policy,  every 
constituency  should  have  the  best  available  candidate.  In  my  judgment 
this  is  a  matter  of  prime  importance.   A  great  many  people  may  disagree 
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with  me  right  here,  principally  men,  but  the  time  is  passed  when  a  poor 
candidate  has  even  a  fair  chance  of  election,  even  if  supported  by  a 
strong  organization. 

"Women  do  not  vote  nearly  so  strongly  for  party  as  men  do  and 
that  is  one  very  good  reason  why  particular  attention  should  be  paid  to 
the  women  of  a  constituency,  for  they  will  not  readily  vote  for  just  any 
candidate.  They  have  to  be  won  afresh  in  almost  every  election.  Women 
have  a  right  as  well  as  a  duty  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  choosing 
of  a  candidate.  They  have  just  as  good  judgment  as  men  and  are  much 
more  likely  to  know  the  sort  of  candidate  who  will  appeal  to  the  general 
electorate. 

"So  that  our  views  may  prevail  united  action  is  necessary.  The 
best  way  of  assuring  this  is  the  formation  of  women's  Liberal  clubs. 
There  should  be  in  every  constituency  a  permanent  organization  that 
functions  regularly,  constantly  and  systematically,  whether  there  is  an 
election  in  the  air  or  not.  Its  aim  is  educational.  It  fosters  a  cooperative 
spirit  which  is  so  essential  when  an  issue  is  at  stake  and  united  effort  is 
required  to  effect  a  purpose. 

"In  the  club  and  especially  in  its  executive  .there  should  be  repre- 
sentatives from  all  walks  of  life.  There  should  be  no  snobbishness.  An 
atmosphere  of  mutual  understanding  and  good  will  are  essential.  Perhaps 
one  of  the  best  slogans  for  winning  an  election  is  'Preparedness,'  and 
the  wise  constituency  will  look  ahead. 

"A  women's  Liberal  club  should  meet  regularly  once  a  month. 
It  is  a  good  plan  to  arrange  a  program  for  six  months  in  advance  having 
interesting  speakers  on  economic  and  political  subjects.  A  certain  amount 
of  organization  work  should  be  undertaken  between  elections  so  that 
the  workers  will  be  familiar  with  their  particular  district  when  an 
election  is  brought  on. 

"The  greatest  difficulty  is  keeping  people  interested  without  tiring 
them  between  elections.  By  arranging  varied  meetings  this  can  be  done. 
At  least  two  meetings  of  the  year  should  be  open  meetings  to  which  the 
general  public  is  invited. 

"Every  women's  political  organization  should  be  absolutely  financially 
independent  of  the  men's  organization.  During  election  campaigns  there 
should  be  a  woman  campaign  manager  who  should  be  paid.  Large  and 
cheerful  committee  rooms  should  be  opened  with  a  woman  constantly 
in  charge.  The  committee  rooms  should  be  kept  open  from  early  morning 
until  late  evening.  The  committee  rooms  should  be  well  advertised. 
Complete  lists  and  maps  with  polling  sub-divisions  clearly  defined  should 
be  on  the  walls  and  full  general  information  should  be  available  in  the 
committee  rooms.  Committee  room  tactics  should  be  well  planned,  use 
the  right  woman  in  the  right  place. 

"Have  the  friendly,  charming  persons  to  meet  the  strangers  but 
have  the  practical,  capable,  business  women  on  the  information  end  of  it. 
It  is  always  better  to  have  a  certain  few  who  are  well  instructed  on  the 
polling  lists  and  maps,  etc.,  as  it  is  very  important  that  mistakes  do  not 
occur  in  a  committee  room  run  by  women. 

"Prior  to  and  during  a  campaign  the  whole  constituency  should  be 
under  a  central  organizer.  The  territory  should  then  be  sub-divided 
into  districts  of  appropriate  size,  over  which  should  be  a  District  Captain. 
Under  the  District  Captain  there  should  be  a  Poll  Captain  for  each  poll 
to  cover  the  work  thoroughly  and  with  him  sufficient  workers.  One 
person  should  be  assigned  to  a  small  area,  not  over  two  or  three  city 
blocks,  in  the  interim  as  well  as  during  elections  who  would  know  all 
details  regarding  every  voter.  . 

"Daily  reports  of  each  district  should  be  sent  by  the  poll  captain  to 
the  district  captain  and  these  in  turn  to  the  central  organizer  so  that  at 
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all  times  he  will  have  a  full  knowledge  of  how  the  campaign  is  going. 
This  part  of  the  organization  will  he  carried  out  conjointly  with  the  men. 
A  great  deal  of  clerical  work  can  be  done  by  women  and  so  cut  down 
the  expenses  in  the  men's  committee  rooms. 

"Make  use  of  all  literature  you  have  by  seeing  that  it  gets  into  the 
hands  of  the  voter.  I  would  like  to  suggest  that  smaller,  more  concise 
articles,  take  the  place  of  the  tract-like  variety  we  have  sometimes 
received  from  headquarters. 

"Then  there  is  the  personal  canvass.  This  is  the  only  certain 
way  of  knowing  where  your  vote  is.  Only  persons  of  tact  who  are  able 
to  discuss  the  issues  of  the  current  campaign  should  be  allowed  to 
canvass  and  it  is  much  better  to  go  alone,  than  in  pairs  as  many  women 
have  a  habit  of  doing. 

"A  clean  campaign  is  the  only  kind  women  are  interested  in  and 
where  I  come  from,  the  only  kind  the  men  tolerate.  At  the  same  time 
plan  an  aggressive  attack.  Men  organizers  are  too  fond  of  leaving  a 
bad  corner  alone  saying,  'You  can't  do  anything  with  that  gang,  they 
are  too  solid  for  so  and  so.'  It  seems  to  me  good  tactics  to  take  the 
fight  right  into  places  like  that.  You  may  not  gain  much  but  you  make 
your  opposition  spread  their  organization  to  counteract  your  activities 
and  it  keeps  them  worried. 

"There  must  be  at  all  times  full  and  close  cooperation  with  the 
men's  organization.  It  not  only  prevents  overlapping  but  it  is  necessary 
for  the  greatest  efficiency. 

"I  believe  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  be  organized  on  a  constitu- 
ency basis.  It  is  well  to  have  a  central  organization,  but  each  constitu- 
ency must  be  handled  by  itself,  there  are  so  many  local  factors  known 
only  to  those  who  are  concerned. 

"The  woman  in  politics  is  still  quite  a  new  thing  and  it  is  our 
opportunity  to  quietly  and  thoroughly  do  our  part  to  rid  politics  of  all 
that  is  petty  and  mean  and  to  strive  to  attain  the  highest  ideals  in  the 
interests  of  this  great  Dominion." 

Other  Addresses. 

Mrs.  E.  Atherton  Smith  of  St.  John's,  N.B.,  spoke  on  women's  part 
in  campaigning  and  the  principles  and  ideals  of  Liberalism. 

Mrs.  Cecil  Stewart,  honorary  president  Charlottetown  Women's  Lib- 
eral Club,  had  a  paper  on  the  subject  of  Women's  Part  in  Campaigning 
which  was  read  by  Miss  Elsie  Lowe,  Charlottetown,  P.E.I.,  in  the  absence 
of  Mrs.  Stewart.   The  following  are  extracts:  — 

"We,  as  the  Province  of  Prince  Edward  Island,  occupy  a  rather 
unique  position.  You  know  us  as  the  'Smallest  Province,'  but  by  no 
means  does  Browning's  description  of  'Some  Unsuspected  Isle  in  far-off 
Seas'  apply  to  us.  For  are  we  not  famed  as  'The  Garden  of  the  Gulf,' 
'The  Million-Acre  Farm'  (Pardon  me  if  I  appear  to  quote  from  tourist 
literature),  and  as  the  producer  of  the  coveted  silver  fox,  and  the  perfect 
potato?  I  understand  that  we  are  also  known  by  you  people  of  the 
Upper  Provinces  as  'the  people  with  a  flair  for  party  politics.'  We  do 
not  mind  that,  if  the  party  is  the  right  one.  We  are  also  one  of  the 
two  remaining  Prohibition  Provinces. 

"I  have  spoken  only  of  our  methods  of  organizing  in  the  towns.  We 
have  endeavoured  also,  by  visiting  and  by  correspondence,  to  organize  in 
various  smaller  places,  but  it  has  been  difficult  for  the  women  to  carry 
on,  on  account  of  living  such  distances  apart.  But  I  noticed  they  attend- 
ed in  large  numbers,  all  the  meetings  held  in  the  country  during  our 
recent  election  campaign.  Not  only  that,  but  they  gave  evidence  o? 
being  very  enthusiastic.  In  the  smaller  towns  there  is  generally  an 
organization  of  the  women  for  canvassing  purposes. 
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''Before  closing,  may  I  express  my  thanks  to  those  outstanding  women 
of  the  Liberal  party,  who  have  worked  so  hard  to  bring  together  this 
large  aggregation  of  women  from  the  different  Provinces  of  our  great 
Dominion,  and  to  make  their  visit  to  the  Capital  such  a  delightful  one. 
This  is  a  great  event  in  the  history  of  the  Liberal  party,  and  will  be 
productive  of  much  good,  in  welding  together  into  one  organization,  in- 
telligent women  from  all  parts  of  Canada.  It  is  the  beginning  of  a  new 
era.  May  we  look  forward  to  the  day  when  some  members  of  this  large 
assembly  will  fill  a  needed  place  in  our  public  life.  Women  are  needed, 
here  as  in  the  Mother  Country,  to  look  after  legislation  of  particular  in- 
terest to  our  sex — especially  those  who,  being  wives  and  mothers,  have 
broad  sympathies  and  best  know  the  needs  of  women.  Only  then  shall  the 
Government  of  Canada  be  entitled  to  the  name  of  a  truly  'Representative 
Government.' " 

Mrs.  Edith  Rogers,  M.L..A.,  of  Winnipeg,  Manitoba,  brought  greetings 
from  her  province,  and  said  she  hoped  for  such  a  meeting  of  Liberal 
women  every  year.  Then  the  women  of  the  west  would  learn  to  under- 
stand the  problems  of  the  east  and  the  east  of  the  west.  "There  are 
two  of  us  here,"  said  Mrs.  Rogers,  referring  to  Hon.  Mary  Ellen  Smith 
and  herself.  "But  there  should  be  a  whole  lot  of  us.  Let  me  ask,  are  the 
women  going  to  get  behind  women  candidates  for  parliament  and  put 
them  in?" 

Provincial  Federations. 

The  following  reports  of  seven  provinces  not  already  organized  pro- 
vincially  were  presented: 

Saskatchewan: —  ' 

A  provisional  committee  was  formed  with  the  following  members: 
Mrs.  E.  C.  Rossie,  Regina,  Convener;  Miss  J.  Stewart,  Saskatoon;  Mrs. 
Mary  McCallum  Sutherland,  Shellbrook;  Mrs.  D.  E.  MacQueen,  Tisdale. 

New  Brunswick. 

New  Brunswick  delegates  met  and  formed  a  provisional  organiza 
tion  as  follows: 

Mrs.  Walter  E.  Foster,  St.  John,  President;  Mrs.  J.  W.  V.  Lawlor, 
St.  John,  Secretary;  Mrs.  G.  C.  P.  Mclntyre,  St.  John,  Treasurer;  Mrs. 
Grace  Murray,  Moncton,  Publicity  Convener;  County  Presidents:  Mrs. 
A.  A.  Dysart,  Kent;  Mrs.  Pius  Michaud,  Madawaska;  Mrs.  Charles  Mor- 
rissy,  Northumberland;  Mrs..  A.  B.  Copp,  Westmoreland;  Mrs.  Hebert, 
Restigouche;  Mrs.  Burton  Hill,  Charlotte;  Mrs.  F.  O.  Creighton,  Carleton; 
Mrs.  C.  Turgeon,  Gloucester;  Mrs.  W.  E.  Scully,  St.  John;  Mrs.  T.  A. 
Goodwin,  Albert. 

Quebec: — 

The  Quebec  provisional  committee  was  formed  as  follows:  Mrs. 
Ernest  Lapointe,  President;  Dr.  Grace  Ritchie  England,  Vice-President; 
Mrs.  Grant  de  Rouen,  Montreal,  Vice-President;  Mrs.  Allan  Smith  and 
Mrs.  P.  F.  Casgrain,  Montreal,  Secretaries,  The  executive  was  to  consist 
of  all  the  presidents  of  existing  women's  Liberal  clubs  and  the  wives  of 
Members  of  Parliament. 

Other  Provinces: — 

Delegates  from  Prince  Edward  Island,  Alberta,  British  Columbia  and 
Manitoba  decided  that  the  provincial  federations  for  their  provinces 
would  be  organized  by  local  organizations. 
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Mrs.  L.  S.  Sifton. 

Mrs.  L.  S.  Sifton,  of  Moosejaw,  Saskatchewan,  addressed  the  meet- 
ing on  the  importance  of  Liberal  women  attending  riding  conventions. 
She  related  the  history  of  her  own  riding  in  Moosejaw  where  in  1925 
women  had  sent  delegates  from  every  part  of  the  constituency  to  attend 
the  general  Liberal  convention  in  the  riding.  With  the  help  of  tne 
^omen  the  Liberal  candidate  had  been  elected  by  a  good  majority.  In 
1926  women  again  added  an  efficient  fighting  force  so  that  their  candi- 
date had  a  2,500  majority  over  the  Conservative  candidate.  "I  don't 
claim  full  credit  for  it  for  the  women,  but  we  certainly  deserve  half  of 
it,"  said  Mrs.  Sifton. 

Mrs.  Grant  Needham. 

In  her  address  on  citizenship,  Mrs.  Grant  Needham,  of  Toronto,  Ont., 
stressed  these  points  as  essential:  To  be  loyal  to  Canada  at  all  times; 
to  promote  harmony  and  goodwill  among  all  races  resident  in  Canada;  to 
respect  national  social  customs  and  religious  points  of  view;  to  realize 
the  value  of  work  and  thrift.  Facilities  for  studying  citizenship  should 
be  provided,  she  believed. 

Mrs.  Needham  noted  that  only  one  woman  sat  in  the  Canadian  House 
of  Commons,  compared  with  the  number  successful  at  the  polls  in  Eng- 
land. Women  in  England  had  studied  politics  and  their  political  situa- 
tion closely  for  125  years.  In  Canada  they  were  making  a  fair  beginning. 
The  time  had  passed  when  women's  political  activities  were  largely  edu- 
cational. "If  we  have  not  used  our  franchise  to  advance  progressive  legis- 
lation or  to  correct  abuses,  we  have  forfeited  the  right  to  criticize  all 
legislation,"  she  said.  In  the  Liberal  party  were  thoroughly  educated 
women,  with  well-balanced  minds  who  would  do  honor  to  the  Liberal 
party  in  any  Legislature  or  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

Madame  Eugene  Beaulac. 

Madame  Eugene  Beaulac,  of  Montreal,  Que.,  spoke  on  citizenship. 
Her  address  follows: 

'*If  we  delve  to  the  root  of  the  matter,  ladies,  are  you,  are  we, 
citizens  in  the  entire  and  completely  legal  sense  of  the  word?  Are  we  all 
ready  to  exercise  this  right  of  citizenship?  How  did  the  privilege  come 
to  us?  Is  the  matter  of  suffrage  an  important  question  for  us  at  present? 
These  are  the  points  which  I  would  discuss  briefly. 

"To  the  first  question,  namely,  as  to  whether  we  are  citizens  in  the 
complete  and  legal  sense  of  the  word,  a  great  number  here  may  reply  in 
the  affirmative.  These  are  the  delegates  who  have  come  here  from  the 
rich  province  of  Ontario,  from  the  superb  provinces  of  the  Atlantic,  from 
the  magnificent  plains  of  Manitoba,  Saskatchewan  and  of  Alberta,  and 
from  grand  British  Columbia,  but  we  of  Quebec — one  of  the  mother 
provinces  of  this  Confederation — may  say  but  a  feeble  yes  in  answer,  a 
semi-affirmative,  as  it  were,  since  we  are  citizens  only  in  federal  matters. 
We  are  but  minors  and  have  no  legal  recognition  in  matters  pertaining 
to  provincial  jurisdiction,  which  means  in  those  things  which  deal  with 
legislation  as  to  the  person  and  property,  which  deal  with  instruction  of 
our  children,  or  matters  of  hygiene  and  of  many  other  things  which  great- 
ly interest  women. 

"Some  20  years  ago  advocates  of  feminine  suffrage  came  here  to 
Ottawa  to  ask  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier  to  grant  them  the  vote.  Sir  Wilfrid 
replied  that  in  principle  he  was  not  opposed  to  women  voting,  that  he 
would  consult  his  colleagues,  but  as  far  as  the  women  of  his  province, 
Quebec,  were  concerned,  he  was  certain  that  they  did  not  wish  it  since, 
he  said,  they  had  something  better  than  the  suffrage.  When  a  lady,  a 
member  of  the  delegation,  asked  him  what  it  was  that  the  women  of 
Quebec  had,  the  great  Liberal  chief  replied:  'They  may  express  their 
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opinions  without  going  to  the  polling  booths,  because  they  tell  their 
husbands  how  to  vote,  and  the  husbands  obey.' 

"It  is  still,  and  even  more  so,  the  same  situation  which  exists  today 
in  the  province  of  Quebec. 

"It  is  true  that  the  woman  of  our  province  does  not  enjoy  the  right 
ef  citizenship  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  law,  but  in  practise  she  exercises 
an  influence  equal  to  none.  In  the  very  great  majority  of  homes  she 
is  the  Minister  of  Finance  and  Interior.  She  is  consulted  in  everything 
and  very  rare  are  the  married  men  whose  wives  are  not  their  confidants, 
and  in  which  the  wife  does  not  give  her  opinion  in  all  matters  of  interest 
to  the  household. 

"This  explains  why  our  women  have  not  felt  the  need  of  striving  for 
full  rights  of  citizenship.  In  some  cases  laws  are  unfavorable  to  women 
in  matters  of  personal  and  property  rights,  as,  for  example,  in  cases  of 
separation,  in  cases  of  alienations  of  their  own  property  where  the  con- 
sent of  the  husband  is  required,  but  it  must  be  recollected  that  laws  are 
not  made  to  treat  of  exceptional  cases  but  for  the  mass  of  the  people. 

"Are  women  quite  prepared  to  exercise  their  rights  of  citizenship? 

"Certainly  not  all  of  them  are  so  prepared,  any  more  than  are  men, 
and  it  is  not  a  good  reason  to  deprive  them  of  this  right  because  they 
have  not  the  full  training  to  enable  them  to  judge  the  political  problems 
and  administer  their  affairs,  for  how  many  men  show  little  judgment, 
administer  their  affairs  badly  and  even  ruin  their  possessions,  and  yet 
are  not  thought  of  as  being  deserving  of  loss  of  their  citizenship.  It  is 
only  in  extreme  cases  that  the  law  intervenes  to  protect  them  against 
the  consequences  of  their  own  inaptitude.  Women  will  become  ready  for 
citizenship  by  training  and  civic  education. 

"How  are  the  women  to  secure  full  citizenship  rights?  In  my  opin- 
ion only  one  means  exists.  If  there  is  one  thing  that  we  should  avoid  it 
is  to  place  ourselves  in  the  role  of  an  adversary  and  competitor  of  the 
man.  It  has  been  said,  and  I  wish  to  repeat  the  saying,  that  men  are  big 
babies,  they  love  to  be  objects  of  adulation,  they  love  to  believe  that 
everyone  thinks  they  are  running  affairs.  If  you  are  capable  of  placing 
them  under  this  impression  the  transformation  will  come  about  in  a  few 
years  and  women  will  be  able  to  write  into  legislation  of  our  country 
all  that  is  reasonable  and  just. 

"Let  me  conclude  by  replying  to  my  last  question,  namely,  is  the 
matter  of  the  suffrage  the  most  important  for  the  women  of  Quebec  today 
and  would  our  situation  be  improved  if  we  should  obtain  the  vote?  In 
both  cases,  I  believe.  Yes. 

"For  example.  Aid  for  large  families  in  need,  legislation  which 
would  do  away  with  laws  which  are  not  favorable  to  women  in  matters  of 
administration  of  their  property,  nomination  of  women  as  members  of 
different  commissions  will  not  be  granted  before  the  granting  of  the 
vote." 

Miss  Amelia  J.  Haley. 

Miss  Amelia  J.  Haley,  Saint  John,  N.B.,  spoke  on  Citizenship.  Her 
address  follows:  — 

"Many  words  in  our  English  language  are  used  so  frequently  and  by 
habit  that  oftentimes,  I  think,  they  become  tossed  about  in  a  sea  of 
words  without  any  adequate  conception  of  their  real  meaning.  Among 
many  such  words  is  'Citizenship.' 

"Definition  was  held  by  the  master  mind  of  Socrates  to  be  of  the  ut- 
most importance,  and  he  would  not  permit  of  the  use  of  any  term  until 
by  searching  questions  he  had  got  to  the  bottom  of  its  meaning  and 
reached  as  it  were  the  inner  core  of  truth.  This  exactness  naturally 
tends  to  a  fuller  appreciation  of  their  meaning. 
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"Let  us  turn  the  searchlight  of  enquiry  on  Citizenship,  ordinarily  de- 
fined as  'the  state  of  being  a  citizen,'  'having  the  rights  of  a  citizen.' 
Therefore,  What  is  a  citizen  or  more  concretely,  a  Canadian  Citizen? 
Our  Government  defines  a  citizen  as  'one  born  in  Canada,  or  who  has 
settled  here  from  a  foreign  country  and  who  has  taken  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  King  as  the  head  of  the  British  Empire  of  which  Canada 
forms  a  part.' 

"The  history  of  the  world's  intellectual  development  in  Science, 
Literature,  Art,  and  World  Politics,  bears  testimony  of  our  indebtedness 
to  the  Ancient  Greeks  and  Romans.  An  analysis  of  their  ideas  of 
Citizenship  gives  to  modern  civilization  more  thought  as  to  the  duties 
Involved  in  Citizenship,  than  to  the  actual  conception  of  Citizenship  in 
itself.  Aristotle  in  defining  Citizenship  pursues  a  method  of  accepting 
and  rejecting  a  number  of  possible  definitions.  Residence  is  an  element, 
but  not  an  essential  element.  The  essential  element  must  be  something 
which  every  Citizen  possesses,  and  which  no  one  else  but  a  Citizen,  or 
freeman  can  have.  With  Aristotle  what  constitutes  Citizenship  is 
neither  residence  nor  privilege,  but  function.  By  this,  he  defines  a 
Citizen  as  one  who  participates  in  the  rights  of  judging  and  governing. 
To  Aristotle  it  meant  direct  participation  in  the  exercise  of  sovereignty 
by  the  holding  of  oflace,  either  for  determinate  or  indeterminate  periods. 
Democratic  as  this  appears  on  the  surface,  it  is  decidedly  aristocratic, 
because  participation  in  deliberative  and  judicial  functions  requires  both 
ability  and  leisure,  the  gift  of  some,  not  of  all — eliminating  completely 
the  mechanic  and  the  laborer. 

"Now  our  modern  State  has  no  exacting  conception  of  Citizenship 
to  bar  or  limit  its  expansion.  Its  expansion  has  come  to  us  not  so  much 
through  the  extension  of  Citizen  rights,  but  rather  through  the  widening 
of  the  sphere  of  allegiance  to  a  sovereign,  or  a  personal  link  or  tie,  as  in 
our  own  case,  to  a  Mother  Country. 

"Hence,  the  contrast  between  the  Greek  conception  of  Citizenship 
based  partially  on  residence  and  privilege,  but  essentially  and  fundamen- 
tally on  function  and  our  Canadian  Citizenship  based  on  residence,  privi- 
lege and  allegiance.  This  is  what  it  implies:  now  let  us  see  what  Citizen- 
ship imposes  on  us  as  Canadian  women. 

"To  continue  the  contrast  we  will  revert  again  to  the  Greeks.  The 
position  of  women  approached  more  to  the  seclusion  of  Eastern  manners 
than  to  the  freedom  of  the  West.  Plato  realized  that  woman's  development 
was  stunted,  and  that  the  State  was  losing  half  its  strength,  but  the 
emancipation  which  he  advocated  destroyed  what  Christianity  in  a  later 
period  made  the  foundation  stone  of  civilization,  namely,  the  home 
Plato's  emancipation  involved  a  Communism  which  even  pagan  thinkers 
rejected,  for  the  home  so  precious  to  us,  to  Plato  was  anathema.  His 
views  inclined,  too,  to  the  Spartan  theory  that  women  were  equal  for  all 
work  for  the  State,  even  for  War,  and  furthermore,  he  was  more 
concerned  by  what  the  State  would  receive  from  Woman  than  what  it 
would  confer.  The  Greek  woman  received  no  further  education  than  the 
women's  quarters  of  the  household  could  afford.  Her  work  was  to  guard 
her  husband's  goods,  minister  to  his  wants,  and  care  for  the  children  in 
their  tender  years.  In  her  husband's  higher  pursuits  and  pleasures,  she 
had  no  participation.  Wives  and  daughters  of  Athenian  citizens  were 
denied  intellectual  acquirements  cultivated  by  the  women  of  foreign 
extraction. 

"When  Aspasia  held  at  the  home  of  Pericles,  reunions  which  the 
greatest  and  best  men  of  Athens  graced  by  their  presence  and  enlivened 
by  their  conversation,  Athenian  matrons  ventured  to  taste  of  the  intel- 
lectual banquet,  but  no  sanction  could  ever  justify  such  bold  departure 
from  long-established  custom. 
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"The  Roman  wife,  on  the  contrary,  while  legally  in  complete  sub- 
jection to  her  husband  was  his  companion,  adviser,  and  the  presiding 
spirit  of  the  home.  Women  of  the  higher  classes  fully  enjoyed  the 
advantages  of  education.  It  is  from  the  Roman  matron  that  we  can 
derive  our  first  object  lesson  in  what  Citizenship  imposes  when  privileges 
are  given. 

"To  come  directly  from  the  Ancients  to  our  own  day,  how  numerous 
are  the  privileges  of  the  Women  Citizens  of  the  Modern  State.  After 
God,  we  owe  our  origin  to  our  parents,  who  have  protected,  educated 
and  fitted  us  for  life's  duties  and  to  them  we  owe  lifelong  duty  of  filial 
devotion.  To  our  country  we  also  owe  our  origin,  and  to  it  we  are 
indebted  for  Protection,  Freedom  from  Oppression,  the  exercise  of  a 
Right  to  pursue  happiness,  and  the  worship  of  God  according  to  the 
dictates  of  our  conscience,  and  for  opportunities  which  advance  us 
materially  and  intellectually.  In  these  privileges,  hurriedly  mentioned, 
I  omit  the  Franchise.  It  is  a  topic  to  be  dealt  with  by  another  speaker, 
but  as  a  privilege  of  Citizenship,  extended  to  us  as  women,  may  I  state 
that  whether  we  advocated  or  opposed  its  adoption,  or  approve  or  dis- 
approve of  its  privileges,  we  have  to  realize  its  reality.  It  is  no  mere  fad 
or  fancy,  or  personal  prerogative  that  we  are  free  to  use  or  not  to  use. 
On  the  contrary,  the  safeguard  of  our  privileges  and  of  womanhood's 
most  sacred  right  are  dependent  upon  our  vigilant  watch  over  all  proposed 
legislation  and  the  registration  of  our  ballot. 

"These  are  but  some  of  the  manifold  privileges  embraced  in  this 
broad  conception  of  Canadian  Citizenship.  In  return  what  is  demanded 
of  us? 

"To  this  Canada  of  ours,  we  rightly  owe  obedience.  An  obedience 
wholehearted  in  the  observance  of  just  laws  and  which  as  women  we 
reverently  fulfill  in  response  to  the  Divine  command  'Render  to  God  the 
things  that  are  God's,  and  to  Caesar  the  things  that  are  Caesar's.' 

"To  this  Canada  of  ours,  we  owe  a  twofold  personal  responsibility. 
Courage  to  act  in  tlie  cause  of  right,  and  to  serve  in  the  National  Interests. 

"As  Canadian  women  we  act  in  the  cause  of  Right  when  we  place 
first  and  foremost  the  Home  as  the  foundation  on  which  to  build  a  strong, 
solid  Canadian  Citizenship,  and  when  we  guard  and  protect  its  sanctity 
and  uphold  ethical  principles  of  State  and  Personal  Rights  underlying  our 
Constitutional  Government. 

"We  serve  in  the  national  interests  and  fulfill  our  duties  as  Canadian 
Citizens: 

"By  knowing  and  understanding  what  the  policies  of  a  Government 
mean,  what  they  will  involve  for  ourselves  and  our  successors. 

"By  moulding,  and  if  you  will,  purifying  public  opinion. 

"We  serve  the  national  interests  and  fulfill  our  obligations  as  Cana- 
dian Citizens: 

"By  advancing  the  cause  of  education  in  the  encouragement  and  de- 
velopment of  a  national  literature.  Familiarity  with  our  national  litera- 
ture is  important  for  good  Citizenship.  A  nation  with  the  highest  stan- 
dards of  Citizenship  produces  the  best  literature  for  both  Literature 
and  Art  are  the  truest  expressions  of  the  Soul  of  a  people. 

"We  advance  the  cause  of  education  by  realizing  that  a  knowledge  of 
the  so-called  Modern  Sciences,  Psychology,  Ethics,  Political  Science  and 
Economics,  which  are  the  outcome  of  refiections  begun  by  the  Greeks, 
broaden  one's  world  and  add  depth  and  meaning  to  the  work  of  the  in- 
dividual. Their  knowledge  too  should  be  a  necessary  equipment-  of  our 
chosen  representatives. 
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"We  come  now  to  the  third  point  in  our  conception  of  Citizenship, 
namely,  Allegiance,  the  parent  of  the  political  virtue  or  motive  called 
Loyalty.  This  element  of  Allegiance  in  Citizenship  has  brought  to  our 
Dominion  a  liberty  and  a  freedom  unexcelled  in  any  other  country.  Can 
you  point  to  any  country  in  this  world  today  and  say  their  liberty  is 
greater  than  ours!  Or,  that  their  natural  opportunities  are  greater! 
We  must  remember  that  there  can  be  no  true  loyalty  where  there  is  no 
affection,  and  loyalty  to  Canada  and  love  of  Canada  simply  means  the 
giving  of  one's  best  efforts  and  affections. 

''Just  one  decade  ago,  we  proclaimed  as  heroes  the  Men  who  for 
love  of  Canada  and  the  Empire  made  the  supreme  sacrifice  and  we  have 
cherished  their  memory  in  many  ways.  We  welcomed  the  returning 
heroes  and  have  striven  through  generous  national  means  to  prove  we 
have  not  forgotten  their  service. 

"Does  this  complete  the  duty  of  Loyalty?  No.  Loyalty  knows  no 
completion.  Love  of  country  should  be  burned  into  very  hearts  and  souls 
of  men  and  women  by  the  fires  of  an  idealism  kept  burning  by  the 
country's  greatest  writers,  statesmen  and  preachers.  Many  writers  claim 
that  no  higher  type  of  intelligent  love  of  country  can  be  found  than  in 
France.  This  seems  corroborated  by  the  type  of  womanhood  exemplified 
in  the  courage  of  a  Madame  de  Castlenau.  Two  of  her  sons  had  been 
killed,  the  third  had  been  taken  prisoner,  and  they  came  to  tell  her  of 
the  death  of  a  fourth.  'I  know  what  you  are  going  to  tell  me.  God's 
will  be  done.  The  mothers  of  France  would  do  wrong  to  weep  for  me, 
rather  should  they  envy  me.' 

"A  little  laundress,  a  wife,  at  Lourdes  stood  by  the  mangled  body  of 
her  husband.  She  was  unlettered,  unversed  in  worldly  graces,  but 
possessed  what  is  far  better,  a  heart  as  strong  as  steel.  'He  has  given 
his  life  for  France.  France  was  his  Mother,  I  am  only  his  wife.'  Can 
mortal  tongue  or  pen  add  to  such  ardent  eloquence?  Or  can  you  take 
from  the  pages  of  history  examples  more  fervently  imbued  with  loyalty? 

"This  courage  and  loyalty  of  the  Women  of  France  was  the  courage 
also  of  our  Canadian  Women — the  courage  and  loyalty  of  the  rich  and 
poor,  the  well-known  and  the  unknown,  the  educated  and  uneducated. 

"Such  an  assemblage  as  we  have  today  makes  it  apparent  that  Cana- 
dian Citizenship  can  be  raised  to  a  high  level  through  the  work  and  in- 
spiration of  Women,  knowing  that  it  is  not  on  the  platform  that  woman 
attains  her  highest  achievement,  but  rather  in  the  ruling  and  guidance 
of  her  Home,  in  the  training  and  developing  of  Character,  in  the  per- 
formance of  her  individual  duties  the  road  to  Citizenship  broadens.  Its 
width  admits  every  woman  citizen  resident  of  this  immense  Dominion. 
Man's  highest  attainments  have  been  reached  through  the  inspiration 
of  Women. 

''Cicero  tells  us  that  the  celebrated  Gracchi  owed  much  of  their 
oratorical  eloquence  to  their  Mother. 

"Tacitus,  that  Julia  Procilla,  mother  of  Agricola  obliged  her  son  to 
confine  his  studies  to  such  as  would  qualify  him  for  a  Statesman  and 
Military  Commander. 

"Pliny  the  Younger,  writing  to  his  wife,  complains  that  when  her 
daily  letter  fails  to  reach  him,  he  has  no  better  resource  than  to  read  the 
letter  of  the  previous  day. 

"In  the  fall  of  paganism  and  the  establishment  of  Christianity,  Women 
co-operated  by  descending  with  the  men  to  the  torture  of  the  amphi- 
theatre to  secure  Victory  of  Martyrdom. 

"Great  men  of  Science  have  been  indebted  for  their  success  to  their 
wives  and  daughters,  Galileo  to  his  daughter,  Celeste;  Pasteur  to  his 
wife;  Sir  Wm.  Herchel  to  his  sister,  Caroline. 
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"With  greater  truth  and  substantiated  by  more  voluminous  proof  can 
we  say  that  Women  inspired  the  greatest  works  of  the  Arts  and  Litera- 
ture. Michel  Angelo  tells  us  of  the  influence  of  Vittoria  Collonna,  Dante 
of  Beatrice,  Wordsworth  of  his  beloved  sister,  Dorothy. 

"Countless  other  women  whose  self  sacrifice  is  unrecorded  in  any 
pages  of  history  have  wielded  from  the  throne  of  the  Hearth  to  the  Legis- 
lative Hall  an  influence  which  bore  fruitful  impress.  Many  channels 
are  now  open  to  Canadian  Women  for  the  silent  force  of  their  influence 
and  the  effectiveness  of  their  inspiration.  Let  it  not  be  said  that  we  of 
this  day  have  been  found  wanting  in  our  contribution  to  Citizenship. 
More  forcefully  perhaps  than  men  can  we  educate  against  class  and 
creed  prejudices. 

''General  Smuts  has  pointed  out  that  the  British  Empire  does  not 
look  for  a  denationalization  in  the  assimilation  of  the  races,  but  'for  a 
fuller,  richer,  and  more  varied  life  among  the  nations  that  compose  it. 
That  language,  religion,  cultural  interests  are  safe  and  secure  under  the 
British  flag.'  With  harmonious  unity  of  French  and  English,  Irish  and 
Scotch,  we  should  have  a  magnificent  type  of  Citizenship  nobly  striven 
for  by  such  a  patriot  as  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier. 

"Canada  does  not  look  for  a  stereotyped  patern  of  Citizen.  Canada's 
hope  for  the  future  is  pinned  on  the  Youth  of  today,  and  she  looks  to  the 
Women  of  the  Nation  to  develop  in  young  Citizens  a  real  character  born 
of  the  soul,  seeking  recompense  in  'plain  devotedness  to  duty,  in  work 
done  squarely  and  in  unwasted  days.' 

"We  give  guarantees  of  Freedom  to  the  newcomer,  and  we  will  make 
of  them  good  citizens  more  in  proportion  to  the  example  of  Citizenship 
given  them  by  Canadians,  than  by  enactments  of  legislation  and  the  ex- 
action of  promises. 

''Let  us  stress  the  importance  of  a  supporting  example  of  Obedience 
and  Reverence  for  Law. 

"Show  them  that  Loyalty  to  City,  Province,  Dominion  and  Empire  is 
fortified  by  an  incentive  higher  than  material  gains,  and  is  nobler  than 
individual  power  and  glory. 

"That  Canadian  Citizenship  means  pride  in  Canada,  that  by  it  we 
understand  and  appreciate  the  value  of  Residence,  Privilege  and  Allegi- 
ance and  their  consequent  counterparts:  Duties,  Responsibilities  and 
Loyalty. 

"That  our  allegiance  and  loyalty  to  Canada  and  the  Empire  is  too 
solidly  grounded  on  the  principle  of  our  Constitution  to  be  weakened  or 
undermined  by  the  vacillating  vagaries  of  the  various  "Isms"  of  Ex- 
tremists. 

"With  such  ideals  to  be  cherished  and  fulfilled  is  it  not  possible  for 
every  woman  in  Canada  to  offer  her  contribution  to  Citizenship,  and  in 
so  doing  reverently  ask  with  our  loved  Marjorie  Pickthall: 

Give  me  a  few  more  years  to  fill 
With  a  little  work  and  a  little  lending. 
And  then  the  night  on  the  starry  hill, 
And  the  road's  ending! 


The  meeting  then  adjourned  for  lunch. 
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AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

When  the  meeting  reconvened  at  2.30  p.m.,  Mrs.  P.  F.  Casgrain,  of 
Montreal,  Que.,  was  in  the  chair. 

Hon.  Peter  Heenan,  M.P.,  Minister  of  Labor  in  the  Dominion  Govern- 
ment, honored  the  gathering  with  an  outline  of  the  "Old  Age  Pensions 
Act." 

The  report  of  the  constitution  committee  was  read  and  dealt  with 
clause  by  clause  by  Dr.  Grace  Ritchie  England,  of  Montreal,  Que.,  in 
English,  and  by  Madame  P.  F.  Casgrain,  of  Montreal,  Que.,  in*  French. 

It  was  moved  by  Dr.  England,  and  seconded  by  Mrs.  A.  A.  Perry, 
Richmond  Hill,  Ontario,  that  the  constitution  be  adopted  as  read  and 
amended . — Carried. 

Officers. 

The  report  of  the  striking  committee  on  nominations  and  elections 
was  presented  in  English  and  French  by  the  chairman,  Mrs.  H.  J. 
Cloran,  of  Ottawa,  Ont. 

It  was  moved  by  Mrs.  John  Coghill,  Kingsville,  Ontario,  and  seconded 
by  Mrs.  Frank  B.  Allan,  Cartierville,  Que.,  that  the  report  of  the  striking 
committee  on  nominations  and  elections  be  adopted. — Carried. 

The  list  of  oflOicers  will  be  found  on  pages  56  and  57. 

Resolutions. 

It  was  moved  by  Miss  C.  Carmichael,  New  Galsgow,  N.S.,  and  sec- 
onded by  Professor  Carrie  Derick,  Montreal,  Que.,  that: 

"In  view  of  the  amount  of  time  given  to  organization  at  this  National 
Convention  of  Liberal  women,  the  Resolutions  Committee  regrets  that 
there  has  not  been  time  for  opportunity  to  discuss  and  pronounce  upon 
national  policies.  We  have  therefore,  thought  it  wiser  not  to  form  any 
general  resolutions.  We  wish,  however,  to  express  formally  our  un- 
bounded faith  in  the  principles  of  Liberalism  and  our  allegiance  to  and 
confidence  in  our  distinguished  Leader,  Right  Honourable  W.  .L.  Mac- 
kenzie King  and  the  Members  who  so  ably  support  him." — Carried. 

It  was  moved  by  Honorable  Mary  Ellen  Smith,  M.L.A.,  Vancouver, 
B.C.,  and  seconded  by  Mrs.  May  L.  Odell,  Montreal,  Quebec,  that  a  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  be  extended  the  Provisional  Committee  who  were  re- 
sponsible for  the  arrangements  of  the  entire  Assembly. — Carried. 

It  was  moved  by  Miss  C.  Carmichael,  New  Glasgow,  N.S.,  and  sec- 
onded by  Mrs.  P.  F.  Casgrain,  Montreal,  Quebec: 

"That  in  expressing  appreciation  of  the  honour  conferred  upon  Can- 
a  in  her  election  to  one  of  the  non-permanent  seats  on  the  Council  of 
the  League  of  Nations,  we  urge  the  whole-hearted  support  of  the  Leagu'^ 
by  the  Government  and  by  the  individual  citizens  of  averting  war  from 
the  world  and  developing  the  spirit  and  habit  of  international  coopera- 
tion and  goodwill." — Carried. 

It  was  moved  by  Miss  C.  Carmichael,  New  Glasgow,  N.S.,  and  sec- 
onded by  Mrs.  M.  McMaster,  Kemptville,  Ontario: 

"That  the  Liberal  women  of  Canada  in  Convention  assembled  ex- 
press our  heartiest  appreciation  of  the  host  of  courtesies  extended  to 
us  during  our  stay  in  Ottawa,  including  the  press  which  up  to  the  time 
of  and  during  this  convention,  has  given  us  such  kindly  and  generous 
support,  to  the  Ottawa  Women's  Liberal  Club  for  their  hospitality  and 
entertainment;  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  various  committees, 
who  have  worked  so  hard  and  effectively  to  make  this  convention  the 
success  it  has  been;  to  the  Prime  Minister  for  his  cordial  hospitality  at 
Laurier  House;  to  the  Cabinet  Ministers  and  their  wives  for  their  kindly 
and  enjoyable  entertainment;  to  the  many  speakers  who  have  given  us 
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inspiration  and  a  broadened  outlook;  and  to  the  others  who  have  all 
done  their  utmosot  to  make  our  attendance  at  this  convention  so 
happy  and  profitable." — Carried. 

Honorable  Mary  Ellen  Smith,  M.L.A.,.,  Vancouver,  B.C.,  extended  an 
invitation  to  hold  the  next  meeting  of  the  Federation  in  Vancouver,  B.C., 
and  Mrs.  B.  C.  Rossie,  President  of  the  Regina  Women's  Liberal  Club  for 
Regina,  Sask. 

6.45  p.m.    The  Meeting  then  adjourned. 


MATTERS  OF  ESPECIAL  INTEREST  TO  WOMEN  IN  EACH 
PROVINCE. 

It  was  with  great  regret  that  time  did  not  permit  Representatives 
from  each  Province  to  speak  on  the  subject  of  "Matters  of  Especial 
Interest  to  Women  in  each  Province." 

A  synopsis  of  these  Addresses  follows:  — 

Mrs.  Alexander  Allan,  Calgary,  Alta. 

"I  quite  realize  that  we  cannot  do  very  much  in  two  days,  except  revel  in 
the  joy  of  gathering  together  from  the  ends  of  our  great  Dominion,  and  feel 
the  companionship  and  encouragement  which  comes  from  such  delightful 
contacts. 

"But  there  is  one  misapprehension  which  I  would  like  to  see  cleared  up 
once  and  for  all!    And  we  can  do  it. 

"We  women  have  come  so  far  on  the  road  of  equality;  we  have  passed  so 
many  of  the  toll-gates;  climbed  so  many  of  the  hills  of  difficulty,  that  some  of 
our  members  are  under  the  delusion  that  we  have  really  arrived  in  the  Delec- 
table Country  of  Perfect  Equality.    But  it  is  not  so! 

"As  Dominion  citizens,  we  have  achieved  a  proud  heritage;  but  so  long  as 
the  matter  still  hangs  in  doubt  as  to  whether  or  not  we  are  'persons'  in  the 
eyes  of  the  law,  we  cannot  let  the  sword  fall  from  our  hands. 

"The  great  argument  on  the  lips  of  those,  who  oppose  the  advancement  of 
women,  is  that  women  themselves  are  perfectly  satisfied  with  their  standing  at 
the  present  time.  This  has  always  been  the  contention  of  those  who  desired  to 
check  progress.  When  women  were  unable  to  hold  property,  or  collect  their 
own  wages,  or  have  a  voice  in  the  control  of  their  own  children,  the  cry  was 
raised  that  women  desired  none  of  these  things,  and  any  time  that  any  woman 
could  be  induced  to  say  she  was  satisfied,  she  was  hailed  as  the  heaven-born 
spokesman  of  her  sex. 

"Therefore,  I  sincerely  hope  that  every  woman  here  will  declare  her  desire 
to  be  recognized  as  a  person  at  this  time.  The  Liberal  Party  has  ever  been 
the  exponent  of  liberty  and  equality.  Their  watchword  has  been  advancement 
for  all — special  privileges  for  none.  And  if  the  Government  of  the  Day  will 
remove  this  last  barrier  in  the  way  of  the  progress  of  women,  they  will  be 
merely  completing  that  programme  that  was  begun  so  many  years  ago  when 
women  were  first  allowed  to  take  their  place  with  men  in  choosing  their  repre- 
sentatives at  the  polls. 

"Women  now  exercise  all  rights  of  franchise  in  British  Dominions  (except 
in  the  province  of  Quebec).  But  the  Senate  door  is  closed  to  them  still,  be- 
cause the  British  North  America  Act  says  certain  'persons'  may  be  called,  and 
the  doubt  has  been  raised  as  to  whether  'persons'  can  include  women.  The 
Province  of  Quebec  has  already  voiced  its  opposition.  The  Province  of  Alberta 
has  voiced  its  agreement,  and  the  matter  still  hangs. 

"We,  as  Liberal  women,  have  a  duty  to  perform.  We  want  to  see  the  last 
inequality  removed." 

Mrs.  J.  W.  V.  Lawlor,  Brookville,  N.B. 

"Questions  of  interest  to  the  women  of  New  Brunswick  are  coincident  with 
those  which  engage  the  attention  of  women  throughout  the  Dominion,  Let  us 
review,  briefly,  a  few  of  the  outstanding  ones: 

Maternal  Mortality: — Reports  of  the  survey  covering  this  sub.iect  made  by 
Doctor  Helen  MacMurchy  and  issued  by  her  Division  of  the  Federal  Depart- 
ment of  Health  are  most  convincing  documents,  well  worthy  of  close  and  care- 
ful study  and  a  concerted  determination  to  cooperate  in  arresting  the  needless 
sacrifice  of  maternal  lives.  What  part  will  our  Liberal  women  of  New  Bruns- 
wick play  in  helping  to  save  the  lives  of  a  thousand  Canadian  mothers? 

"Delinquent  Children: — What  about  this  question  as  a  study  theme?  Are 
our  Liberal  women  suflficiently  informed  in  this  matter  to  support  intelligently 
a  demand  for  juvenile  courts? 
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"Feebleminded  Children: — This  field  has  been  comprehensively  surveyed  by 
Doctor  Mabel  Hanington  of  St.  John  and  her  findings  afford  wide  scope  for 
study.  How  many  Liberal  women  are  going  to  stand  by  in  an  agitation  for  a 
Provincial  Government  Institution  for  the  segregation  and  proper  care  of  these 
unfortunates? 

"Neglected  and  Exploited  Children: — What  remedial  measures  will  an  in- 
vestigation of  this  proposition  suggest?  How  many  Liberal  women  will  line 
up  behind  these  measures? 

"Illiteracy: — New  Brunswick  has  been  branded  as  an  exceedingly  illiterate 
Province.  How  about  a  thorough  study  of  the  reliability  of  the  channels 
through  which  information  reaches  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Statistics?  Are  our 
Liberal  women  conversant  with  the  New  Brunswick  School  Act?  Will  they 
give  their  support  to  amendments  making  school  attendance  compulsory?  To 
changing  the  personnel  of  school  trustee  boards  to  include  one  woman  on  every 
board? 

"Municipal  Franchise  for  women  on  the  same  basis  as  men  have  it.  Here 
is  a  most  important  question  indeed  worthy  of  worth-while  examination. 

"State  Farms: — Back  of  much  of  the  poverty,  want  and  distress  which  social 
service  workers  encounter  in  every  locality  is  the  man  (much  too  large  numbers 
of  him)  who  shirks  responsibility,  refuses  to  work  and  with  the  most  engaging 
confidence  trusts  to  church,  municipality,  charity  organizations  or  whatever  to 
keep  his  family,  usually  a  large  one,  from  starvation.  This  question  carefully 
studied  especially  in  results  links  up  with  the  three  classes  of  children  already 
referred  to.  Could  not  a  united  Liberal  women  move  succeed  in  obtaining  state 
farms  where  these  men  would  be  compelled  to  work,  and  the  proceeds  of  their 
labour  go  toward  the  maintenance  of  their  dependents? 

"These  questions  which  my  allotted  time  permits  only  a  brief  outline  are  all 
matters  of  morally,  spiritvially  and  economically  vital  importance.  I  refrain 
from  suggesting  the  benefit  of  such  a  study  programme  to  our  Liberal  Women's 
Clubs,  for  I  presume  our  Clubs  will  be  the  subject  of  further  discussion  by  some 
one  more  competent  than  I.  I  leave  the  points  I  have  endeavoured  to  make 
with  you  asking  you  to  stop,  study  and  consider  them  from  every  angle  and 
aspect,  remembering  that  womanhood  inanimate  is  only  in  the  way,  while 
womanhood  on  the  march  is  a  force  to  be  reckoned  with,  and  that  united 
women  can  get  anything  they  want  if  they  reallj-  want  it." 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Hanway,  Vice-President,  Nova  Scotia  Women's  Liberal  Association, 

Amherst,  N.S. 

"This  subject  presents  an  array  of  topics  which  it  would  be  impossible  to 
cover  in  such  a  brief  period,  with  justice  to  any.  I  have,  therefore,  selected 
a  few,  which,  in  my  judgment,  are  of  vital  importance  to  the  women  of  Nova 
Scotia,  and  likewise  to  the  women  of  our  Sister  Province. 

"I  hope  I  shall  be  pardoned  for  deviating  from  the  subject  for  the  moment, 
to  express  my  views  on  the  franchise  for  women,  as  they  may  differ  widely 
from  its  general  interpretation.  I  am  not  accepting  my  franchise  in  the  usual 
theory  of  being  placed  on  an  equality  with  men.  It  is  true  that  we  have  many 
very  clever  women,  quite  capable  of  grappling  with  many  of  the  problems  of  our 
Government  on  a  par  with  some  men,  but  I  venture  to  say  that  the  great 
majority  of  those  who  will  use  their  votes  will  feel  they  are  serving  the  inter- 
ests of  their  country  best  by  confining  their  activities  to  those  departments 
where  woman's  natural  talents  and  abilities  are  best  suited. 

"I  boldly  state,  however,  that  in  several  very  important  departments  a 
woman's  judgment  is  superior  to  man's.  Just  as  frankly,  I  admit  that  in  many 
others,  man's  jvidgment  is  pre-eminently  superior.  That  is  why  I  am  going  to 
confine  my  remarks  in  this  brief  address  to  those  topics  and  problems  which 
appeal  to  me  as  being  better  understood  and  treated  by  women.  I  further  con- 
tend that  these  departments  which  have  a  special  appeal  to  women  should  be 
the  best  channels  thi'ough  which  to  enlist  the  cooperation  and  interest  of 
those  who  have  not  so  far  manifested  any  interest  in  political  affairs. 
Public  Health. 

"The  first  problem  of  interest  to  the  women  of  Nova  Scotia,  or  in  fact  any 
Province,  is  the  health  of  its  people.  Outside  of  religion  and  education  I  deem 
it  the  most  important  and  vital  matter,  as  public  health  work  involves  practic- 
ally every  phase  of  life  requiring  the  remedial  measures  which  our  Governments 
are  prepared  to  apply. 

"It  soon  becomes  evident  to  anyone  engaged  in  public  health  reforms  that 
there  is  not  a  better  way  to  become  acquainted  with  our  vital  social  and  in- 
dustrial problems.  The  Red  Cross  Society  now  embraces  every  branch  of  health 
endeavor,  but  we  still  have  a  few  societies  engaged  with  special  health  prob- 
lems, or  the  supression  of  special  diseases,  all  of  which  have  the  sanction  and 
approval  of  our  Governments,  and  in  all  cases  work  in  conjunction  with  our 
Departments  of  Health,  both  Provincial  and  Federal. 

"Our  Liberal  Women  can  render  their  country  an  incalculable  good  by  de- 
voting as  much  of  their  spare  time  as  possible  to  this  great  work.  If  it  be 
relief  work  among  our  under-privileged  citizens,  it  is  mitigation  of  suffering 
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and  prevention  of  disease,  which  in  turn  must  promote  good  health,  the  very 
best  asset  a  citizen  may  have. 

"Our  Provincial  Laws  governing  the  protection  of  the  general  public  against 
communicable  diseases  would  come  under  this  work,  and  our  duty  as  citizens 
alone  compels  us  to  do  all  we  can  to  promote  the  observance  of  these  laws. 

"We  also  come  in  contact  with  the  scourge  of  venereal  diseases,  which,  it 
not  boldly  attacked  and  fought,  will  make  irreparable  damage  to  the  moral 
and  physical  fibre  of  our  citizenship.  I  earnestly  deplore  the  tendency  to  hide 
the  knowledge  of  existing  specific  cases,  and  very  frequently  the  feelings  of  a 
friend  or  "neighbor  will  be  zealously  guarded  by  our  silence,  while  perhaps 
innocent  victims  and  little  children  yet  unborn  will  be  a  horrible  example  of 
our  absurd  scruples.  There  are  many  officials  who  can  openly  protect  the  gen- 
eral public  against  these  scourges,  but  my  contention  is  that  unless  women 
earnestly  atack  them  in  the  proper  way  and  fearlessly  disclose  conditions  to 
the  proper  authorities  of  our  Governments,  remedial  progress  will  be  seriously 
retarded. 

"Our  Governments  are  strongly  endorsing  the  fight  to  eradicate  tubercu- 
losis. This  is  a  very  important  and  special  phase  of  public  health  which  we 
should  earnestly  assist  in.  The  ravages  of  this  easily  preventable  disease 
are  appalling  in  every  community. 

"An  important  point  deserving  special  mention  is  to  guard  against  and 
prevent  any  over-lapping  as  between  private  charities  conducted  by  voluntary 
workers,  and  Government  Officials,  thereby  saving  much  time  and  money  to 
both. 

Children's  Protection  Act. 

"The  Children's  Protection  Act,  of  which  the  Childrens'  Aid  Society  is  the  ' 
local  medium  in  every  county,  is  one  of  the  outstanding  measures  of  the  pro- 
gressive legislation  placed  on  the  Statute  Books  of  Nova  Scotia  by  our  late 
Liberal  Government,  and  is  a  matter  intimately  associated  with  public  health 
work.  In  entering  a  home  where  neglected,  ill-treated  or  delinquent  children 
are  found,  we  invariably  encounter  other  relief  problems,  usually  of  unhealthy 
and  sometimes  filthy  home  conditions,  which  require  prompt  remedy.  This  is 
one  of  the  chief  channels  through  which  we  will  become  acquainted  with  cases 
coming  under  our  proposed  Old  Age  Pension  Scheme,  an  Act  which  I  regret  has 
not  been  adopted  by  our  Conservative  Administration  in  Nova  Scotia. 

"The  care  and  education  of  our  blind,  deaf  and  dumb,  through  our  splendid 
Institutions,  is  an  economic  problem  of  great  importance,  as  it  not  only  means 
the  happiness  of  these  unfortunate  people,  but  prevents  the  deplorable  anxiety 
of  those  concerned  if  they  are  allowed  to  become  a  charge  on  the  community. 

"Attendance  at  our  Juvenile  Courts  is  another  co-relative  subject  to  my 
preceding  remarks,  for  here  we  find  the  little  victims  of  unfortunate  homes, 
many  of  whom  could  be  reclaimed  and  helped  on  the  way  to  good  citizenship. 

"The  care  of  our  feeble  minded  and  mentally  deficient  children  and  adults  ■ 
is  now  being  stressed  as  a  provincial  charge  upon  our  Local  Government.  This 
is  a  matter  in  which  Liberal  women  may  give  splendid  assistance,  and  should 
be  a  serious  concern  to  all  Women's  Liberal  Clubs.  No  matter  what  party  is 
in  power,  a  question  of  such  great  importance  should  commend  itself  to  our 
whole-hearted  support. 

•  Technical  Education. — "The  promotion  of  Technical  Education  among  our 
less  fortunate  and  illiterate  classes  should  be  a  matter  of  vital  concern  to  the 
woman  who  has  the  future  citizenship  of  our  country  at  heart.  In  the  Province 
of  Nova  Scotia  the  late  Liberal  Government  boasts  of  the  first  Technical  College 
in  Canada,  and  branches  of  this  splendid  institution  are  made  available  to  any- 
one in  many  towns  of  the  Province,  through  its  Night  School  System  and  on 
the  easiest  terms  possible,  tuition  being  free  to  those  completing  any  one 
course. 

"These  Night  Schools  teach  many  important  subjects  such  as  Electricity, 
Auto-Mechanics,   Dressmaking,   Millinery,   Home   Nursing,   Domestic   Science,  • 
Draughting,  Typewriting,  Stenography,  etc.     Graduates  of  the  Nova  Scotia 
Technical  College,  numbering  hundreds,  fill  many  important  positions  through- 
out Canada  and  the  United  States. 

"Another  branch  of  education  originated  and  developed  by  the  late  Liberal 
Government  of  Nova  Scotia  was  Mining  Schools  with  free  tuition  to  all  miners 
who  sought  to  become  officials  in  the  mines. 

Immigration. 

"The  question  of  Immigration  has  a  special  application  to  the  Province  of 
Nova  Scotia,  to  which  I  feel  I  should  refer.  The  type  of  immigrant  suited  to 
the  needs  of  our  Province  should  be  especially  considered  by  those  in  charge 
of  that  department.  We  need  good  farmers  to  take  up  the  many  vacant  farms 
in  Nova  Scotia.  These  should  be  a  selected  class,  thoroughly  schooled  in  agri- 
culture, husbandry  and  dairying.  I  think  it  is  a  grave  mistake  to  place  on  our 
Nova  Scotia  farms  immigrants  who  have  been  capable  miners,  mechanics  or 
industrial  laborers,  only  to  prove  themselves  failures  as  farmers  in  a  short 
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period  of  time.  These  have  then  no  means  of  a  livelihood  other  than  to  gravi- 
tate to  our  mining  and  industrial  centres,  which  are  now  overcrowded.  We  are 
surfeited  with  miners  and  industrial  laborers  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  unless  we 
secure  the  desired  standard  of  experienced  farmers,  we  are  only  adding  a 
serious  burden  to  our  social  problems. 
Literature. 

"The  deplorable  liberty  permitted  in  the  entry  of  salacious  literature  in  our 
country  should  receive  our  careful  consideration.  With  the  splendid  Canadian 
magazines,  periodicals  and  newspapers  at  our  command,  and  the  great  service 
these  render  in  not  only  giving  us  the  best  in  current  matters,  but  fostering  lit- 
erary talent  among  our  own,  there  should  be  no  place  either  in  our  stores  or 
homes  for  such  damaging  reading  matter  and  illustrations.  It  must,  therefore, 
appeal  to  every  Canadian  woman  that  these  Canadian  publications  should 
receive  our  exclusive  patronage  and  support. 

"I  was  pleased  to  read  a  recent  statement  that  the  present  Federal  Govern- 
ment had  taken  steps  to  prohibit  the  entry  of  certain  classes  of  periodicals, 
and  had  already  excluded  some  of  them,  but  there  is  a  vast  quantity  that 
Liberal  women  should  condemn  in  a  body,  and  their  condemnation  we  may 
feel  assured  would  be  acted  upon  by  the  Government. 

"We  should  strongly  recommend  that  the  Government  appoint  a  committee 
to  pass  on  all  foreign  literature  seeking  circulation  in  Canada. 
Motion  Pictures. 

"The  motion  picture  presents  a  very  difficult  problem  to  deal  with,  as  the 
great  bulk  of  our  films  comes  from  Hollywood  and  the  United  States,  and  their 
educational  value  and  their  wholesome  entertainment  has  in  great  measure 
been  sacrificed  in  favor  of  the  Box  Office  Receipts.  One  deplorable  feature, 
and  one  which  Liberal  Women  everywhere  should  take  seriously  to  heart  is 
the  type  of  programme  usually  presented  for  children.  A  film  of  very  ques- 
tionable moral  is  often  shown  with  a  child's  fairy  film  or  comedy.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  we  should  demand  very  careful  selection  of  subjects  for  these  par- 
ticular entertainments. 

"Encouragement  should  also  be  given  to  the  making  of  Canadian  films,  as 
there  is  no  more  forceful  way  of  fostering  ideals  of  patriotism  among  our 
young. 

"All  the  foregoing  is  tendered  with  one  great  admonition — political  toler- 
ance. My  remarks  are  made,  not  for  Liberal  women  alone  as  such,  but  as 
Canadian  citizens,  and  I  earnestly  entreat  that  all  Liberal  women  seek  to 
cooperate  with  and  solicit  the  help  of  all  well  thinking  Canadian  women  of  any 
political  party. 

"A  careful  consideration  of  their  opinions  compared  with  ours,  striving  in 
the  most  tolerant  manner  to  let  commonsense  guide  our  motives,  should  foster 
without  doubt,  that  wholesome  entente  cordiale  so  essential  if  we  are  to  exer- 
cise our  franchise  as  true  patriotic  Canadian  citizens." 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Spence,  President,  Toronto  Women's  Libreal  Association, 
Toronto,  Ont. 

"Ontario  women  should  first  familiarize  themselves  with  the  map  of  their 
Province  and  realize  the  change  that  has  taken  place  in  the  last  few  years. 
Only  a  short  time  ago  Ontario  seemed  to  run  along  Lake  Huron,  Erie  and 
up  the  Ottawa  and  across  to  the  North  shore  of  the  Georgian  Bay.  Now  the 
richest  part  lies  up  north  of  that  portion  and  there  lie  our  problems  of  maternal 
m,ortality  and  educational  facilities.  The  Ontario  Government  is  giving  a  great 
deal  of  attention  to  education  by  their  splendid  system  of  school  cars  but  very 
much  still  remains  to  be  done  in  outlying  regions,  away  from  the  cars. 

"We  proudly  boast  of  our  educational  facilities  in  Ontario,  yet  I  am  told 
that  in  many  outlying  regions  children  are  growing  up  who  can  neither  read  nor 
write  and  we  Ontario  women  should  certainly  endeavor  to  remedy  this.  Every 
child  born  in  Ontario  should  have  an  opportunity  to  learn  to  read  and  write. 

"Our  Toronto  Women's  Liberal  Association  was  formed  before  the  Fran- 
chise was  granted  to  women.    Our  objects  were,  among  others, — 

"(a)  To  investigate  and  discuss  social  and  industrial  questions,  particu- 
larly those  affecting  women  and  children  and  to  promote  Legislation  and 
admmistrative  measures  for  improving  these  conditions,  and  we  have  faith- 
fully endeavored  to  live  up  to  these  objects  by  constantly  bringing  to  the 
attention  of  our  Provincial  Government — Mothers'  Pensions — care  of  the  feeble 
minded — inspection  of  all  factories  where  women  or  girls  are  employed,  by  a 
woman  inspector,  and  an  Institution  for  disadvantaged  girls  similar  to  the 
one  for  boys  at  Bowmanville.  Old  Age  Pensions.  No  Ontario  Liberal  woman 
should  rest  until  we  have  Old  Age  Pensions.  Instead  of  being  a  burden  I  be- 
lieve they  would  actually  be  found  a  splendid  investment  for  Ontario.  These 
old  people  have  given  of  the  best  of  themselves  for  seventy  years.  Let  us  see 
that  they  are  cared  for,  for  the  rest  of  their  lives. 

"Surely  it  is  a  blot  upon  our  system  of  Government  to  think  of  these  old 
people  having  to  be  committed  to  jail  because  there  is  no  place  else  for  them. 
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Our  lives  have  fallen  in  pleasanter  places.  Let  us  remember  these  old  people. 
The  Dominion  Government  acting  upon  the  advice  of  the  Honorable  Peter 
Heenan,  has  passed  an  Act  enabling  and  assisting  the  Provincial  Government 
to  grant  Old  Age  Pensions.  British  Columbia,  Saskatchewan  and  Manitoba 
have  taken  advantage  of  the  Legislation,  but  Ontario  has  closed  its  session 
without  dealing  with  the  matter,  the  Prime  Minister,  accepting  the  responsi- 
bility of  throwing  it  over  for  another  year.  Old  Age  Pensions  are,  I  believe, 
economically  sound  for  Ontario.    Let  us  Liberal  women  see  that  we  have  them. 

"The-  Red  Cross  and  the  Government  are  doing  much  for  the  women  in  the 
Northern  districts,  but  much  remains  to  be  done.  Our  maternal  statistics  are, 
to  say  the  least,  startling.  What  in  the  world  is  the  use  of  importing  people 
if  we  do  not  take  care  of  what  we  have  here.  Growth  from  within  is  surely 
much  to  be  preferred.  Let  us  do  all  in  our  power  to  see  that  health  measures 
are  promoted. 

"Another  problem  we  have  is  getting  women  to  exercise  their  franchise.  We 
believe  it  is  the  duty  of  every  woman  to  exercise  her  franchise.  She  may  say 
she  did  not  ask  for  the  vote  but  she  has  it  and  should  use  it.  It  is  very  easy 
to  say  this  should  not  have  been  done  or  that  should  not  have  been  done,  but 
did  you  vote — and  if  you  did  not  whose  fault  is  it  if  the  right  thing  has  not 
prevailed. 

"We  are  an  industrial  province  and  much  interested  in  industrial  questions 
and  legislation  governing  them.    Also  Immigration  and  markets  for  our  goods. 

"Let  us  think  not  in  localities  where  we  are,  but  as  a  whole,  Ontario  from 
Lake  Erie  to  James  Bay,  always  remembering  we  believe  in  a  Government  of 
the  people,  by  the  people  and  for  the  people." 

Mrs.  C.  G.  Duffy,  President,  Charlottetown  Women's  Liberal  Club, 
Charlottetown,  P.E.I. 

"In  casting  about  for  a  subject  of  interest  to  women  I  find  it  hard  to  dis- 
criminate. Women  appear  to  be  interested  in  everything  that  has  to  do  with 
the  improvement  and  betterment  of  their  country.  This  is  particularly  true  now 
that  she  has  a  voice  in  public  affairs  and  is  coming  into  her  own  politically, 
but  there  are  things  that  affect  women  in  a  more  vital  way.  Perhaps  as  she 
has  the  management  of  the  home  and  children  one  of  greatest  importance  to 
her  is  public  health. 

"In  order  to  have  any  health  movement  a  success  we  must  have  the  whole 
public  behind  it.  This  leads  up  to  a  very  disagreeable  topic — taxes.  The 
moment  we  go  to  the  Government  and  ask  for  Government  cooperation  along 
health  lines  we  are  told,  'Yes,  that  is  exactly  our  point  of  view;  we  agree  with 
everything  you  say.  Of  course  you  know  this  takes  money.  We  will  be  obliged 
to  put  on  a  public  health  tax,  and  that  is  very  unpopular.' 

"Now  we  all  know  that  a  country  cannot  be  run  without  taxes,  but  how  are 
we  going  to  make  taxes  popular.  We  seem  to  have  all  we  can  stand  now. 
In  our  Province  at  the  present  time,  we  are  taxed  for  automobiles,  amusements, 
roads,  incomes,  land  and  gasoline.  We  agree  that  they  are  all  necessary.  But 
we  have  no  sanitorium  to  look  after  cases  which  cannot  afford  to  be  removed  to 
sanitoriums  in  our  neighboring  provinces.  Besides,  these  patients  have  a  right 
not  to  be  obliged  to  vmdergo  the  inconvenience  of  leaving  their  own  province  for 
treatment.  Through  the  local  Red  Cross  and  Women's  Institutes  we  are  being 
helped.  The  children  are  taken  into  the  Junior  Red  Cross  Society  when  very 
young.  While  their  minds  are  receptive  they  become  interested  in  health 
matters  and  will  be  in  a  position,  as  they  grow  older,  to  demand  the  rights  of 
every  human  being  who  is  privileged  to  live  in  this  fair  Canada  of  ours.  To 
have  a  Nation  of  good  citizens  we  must  have  a  Nation  of  healthy  people — 'A 
disease -free  area.'  I  think  the  results  would  be  well  worth  the  expenditure, 
and  I  also  think  the  women  and  children  of  this  country  shall  decide  whether 
we  obtain  this  boon.  A  good  step  in  this  direction  is  the  appointment  of  women 
on  our  School  Boards.  The  children  realize  already  that  sanitary  conditions 
are  improving  and  they  would  be  very  loath  to  return  to  the  old  way.  The 
Women's  Institutes  in  our  Province  have  done  great  things  in  school  matters. 
Amongst  others,  they  have  installed  sanitary  drinking  fountains  in  many 
districts  where  they  had  not  already  been  provided  by  the  School  Board. 

"The  Red  Cross  Society  has  been  indefatigable  in  its  efforts  with  the 
children,  and  the  results  have  been  very  satisfactory.  It  is  to  the  children  we 
must  look,  for  the  children  of  to-day  are  the  men  and  women  of  tomorrow. 
But  it  may  be  asked;  what  has  this  to  do  with  making  a  public  health  tax  popu- 
lar? Just  this:  The  young  are  being  educated  in  health  matters.  When  the 
time  comes  they  will  have  public  spirit  and  sufficient  training  to  enable  them 
to  carry  forward  this  work.  But  in  the  meantime  we  need  some  assistance, 
both  for  health  training  and  caring  for  those  already  effected.  When  the  young 
people  grow  up,  if  we  follow  up  now  and  encourage  this  work  that  has  been 
started  so  well  by  the  Red  Cross,  we  will  have  a  Nation  that  is  willing  to  make 
sacrifices,  even  if  there  must  be  an  extra  tax,  for  the  sake  of  the  good  health 
and  happiness  of  themselves  and  their  fellow-countrymen.  They  will  be  in 
a  position  when  they  arrive  at  maturity  to  demand  what  we  would  like  to 
have  to-day. 
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"We  have  an  Experimental  Farm  in  our  Province  of  which  we  are  justly 
proud.  The  farm  is  equipped  with  everything  necessary  to  improve  the  condi- 
tion of  plant  life  and  animal  life  and  educate  the  farmers  along  improved 
lines  of  farming.  This  entails  the  expenditure  of  a  large  amount  of  money. 
We  have  experts  imported  from  different  parts  of  Canada  and  Great  Britain 
to  investigate  plant  disease  and  to  prevent  their  spread.  They  experiment 
with  plant  life  and  animal  life  in  order  that  our  farmers  may  have  the  best 
there  is  in  the  animal  and  vegetable  kingdom.  We  have  a  disease-free  area  for 
cattle.  All  this  is  done  at  the  expense  of  the  Dominion  Government.  But  we 
have  no  disease -free  area  for  men  and  women,  and  the  report  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Health  dismisses  this  with  the  following  remark:  'The  provision  for 
such  treatment  is  altogether  a  Provincial  matter.' 

"I  take  exception  to  this  statement.  The  health  of  the  citizens  is  the  most 
important  matter  in  the  life  of  a  Nation,  and  the  health  of  the  ciizens  is  not 
a  matter  of  Provincial,  but  of  National  interest.  We  have  a  splendid  Depart- 
ment of  Health  at  Ottawa  doing  good  work  as  far  as  it  goes.  This  Depart- 
ment and  the  Red  Cross  Society  are  what  we  have  to  depend  on  in  our 
Province  to  fight  the  tuberculosis  evil.  This  should  not  be  left  to  the  provinces 
or  the  Red  Cross  and  similar  organizations.  It  should  be  under  the  direct 
supervision  of  the  National  Government  and  the  expense  should  be  borne  by 
the  National  exchequer.  It  is  hard  to  understand  why  the  health  of  our 
citizens  should  not  be  as  much  a  part  of  the  work  of  the  Dominion  Department 
of  Health  as  the  health  of  animals  and  plants.  The  occasional  assistance  ren- 
dered to  the  provinces  in  the  way  of  literature  can  hardly  be  said  to  be  ade- 
quate. The  provision  of  sanatoria  for  tuberculosis  patients  is  now  left  en- 
tirely to  the  provinces  to  be  erected  at  haphazard  or  otherwise  as  the  Pro- 
vincial exchequer  will  warrant.  It  may  be  said  that  it  should  not  make  any 
material  difference  to  the  people  of  Canada  whether  taxation  is  imposed  by 
the  provinces  or  by  the  Dominion  for  this  purpose.  There  is  this  great  mater- 
ial difference  which  forms  a  serious  objection  to  Provincial  taxation,  namely, 
that  the  Province  cannot  impose  indirect  taxation,  while  the  Dominion  can  do 
so.  Indirect  taxation  is  seldom  a  cause  of  complaint,  while  direct  taxation 
always  is. 

"We  had  a  sanatorium  in  Prince  Edward  Island  before  the  war.  This  was 
built  and  equipped  by  Sir  Charles  Dalton.  At  the  close  of  the  war  the  buildings 
were  enlarged  by  the  Union  Government  for  the  returned  soldiers  beyond  the 
capacity  of  the  local  Provincial  exchequer,  as  in  similar  cases  the  soldiers  re- 
mained a  very  short  time.  The  Dominion  Government  abandoned  it  on  the 
very  day  when  enlargement  was  completed.  A  delegation  from  the  Provincial 
Government  was  sent  to  Ottawa  to  try  and  have  it  put  back  in  its  former 
dimensions.  This  was  refused  and  the  sanitorium  was  returned  to  the  donor, 
who  again  gave  it  away.  It  is  now  torn  down  and  used  for  different  purposes. 
There  does  not  seem  to  be  any  immediate  prospect  of  a  Provincial  sanatorium 
at  the  present  time. 

"There  is  another  situation  at  present  that  calls  for  the  most  serious  con- 
sideration of  women.  The  maternal  mortality.  The  Red  Cross  in  our  Province 
is  putting  forth  a  big  effort  in  this  cause  just  now.  A  course  of  lectures  is 
being  carried  on  in  the  different  communities  which  we  hope  will  help  to  edu- 
cate mothers  along  this  line.  This  is  a  very  serious  problem  and  it  is  grati- 
fying to  know  that  it  is  being  consistently  followed  up." 

Professor  Carrie  Derick,  President,  Montreal  Women's  Central  Liberal  Club» 

Montreal,  Que. 

"It  is  impossible  today  even  to  touch  upon  the  various  matters,  Federal, 
Imperial  and  International,  which  seem  of  importance  to  the  Liberal  women 
of  the  Province  of  Quebec.  But  they  are  the  common  interest  of  both  men  and 
women  of  the  whole  Dominion.    In  fact,  they  are  co-extensive  with  humanity. 

"Recognition  of  the  essential  duty  of  liberal-minded  people  the  world  over 
prompted  the  Study  Group  of  the  Montreal  Women's  Central  Liberal  Club 
from  the  first  to  consider  the  underlying  principles  of  Liberalism  and  the  con- 
trast between  Democracy  and  Reaction. 

"Later  came  the  consideration  of  the  practical  application  of  liberal 
principles  to  the  problems  of  the  day.  It  was  soon  found  that  no  problem 
stands  alone.  So  closely  are  all  interwoven  in  the  web  of  the  national  life 
that  Quebec  women  have  found  it  necessary  to  learn  something  of  immigra- 
tion, free  trade  and  protection,  agriculture,  industrialism,  the  relations  of  capi- 
tal and  labour,  taxation,  social  legislation;  the  status  of  the  Dominion  and  its 
relations  to  the  Empire  in  war  and  in  peace;  the  causes  of  war,  the  means  of 
preventing  war  and  of  developing  international  goodwill. 

"Women  are  beginning  to  recognize  that  liberalism  is  an  attitude  of  mind 
which  leads  to  the  service  of  truth  and  adherence  to  principles.  Those  who 
have  this  attitude  give  blind  obedience  to  no  one.  They  can  never  become 
passive  voting  material,  mere  wax  in  the  hands  of  the  less  scrupulous  poli- 
ticians. Women  are  not  of  those  who  look  upon  politics  as  a  great  game  and 
they  have  no  sympathy  nor  respect  for  any  'machine'  which  tries  to  control 
practical  politics.    They  have  learned  that  it  is  necessary  to  take  only  one  step 
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at  a  time  but  they  believe  that  every  step  should  lead  towards  the  goal.  They 
have  the  forward  look  but  can  endure  apparent  failures  and  partial  successes 
because  they  are  sure  that  the  most  enlightened  men  and  women  of  today 
represent  the  average  of  tomorrow.  In  all  of  these  views  they  are  at  one  with 
the  Liberal  women  of  the  whole  of  Canada. 

"But  conditions  in  Quebec  difCer  from  those  in  other  Provinces.  Liberal 
women  have  been  forced  to  ask  whether  the  Liberal  Party  of  the  Province  is 
liberal  in  anything  but  name.  It  sometimes  seems  as  if  the  majority  of  the 
members  of  the  Provincial  Government  cling  to  the  belief  in  'divine  rights' 
and  regard  themselves  as  master-minds  created  to  exercise  mastery.  This 
is  true  conservatism.  A  liberal  is  one  who  honestly  seeks  to  diffuse  power,  poli- 
tical and  social.  On  the  other  hand,  one  who  instinctively  resists  proposed 
changes  which  would  secure  a  wider  diffusion  of  power  is  a  reactionary. 

"What  then  can  be  said  of  a  government  that  refuses  to  extend  the  Pro- 
vincial Franchise  to  women;  that  refuses  to  grant  the  municipal  vote  to  mar- 
ried women  in  Montreal,  although  the  City  Council  asked  for  an  amendment 
to  the  City  Charter  which  would  permit  of  it;  and  that  refuses  to  amend  many 
ancient  laws  which  treat  women  as  irresponsible  children?  Such  men  are 
making  their  Province  an  island  of  medievalism  in  the  midst  of  a  sea  of  pro- 
gress. Recently,  the  Province  employed  lawyers  to  oppose  such  an  inter- 
pretation of  the  Constitution  as  would  make  it  possible  for  women  to  be 
appointed  to  the  Senate.  They  do  not,  however,  represent  the  women  of  Que- 
bec. Even  if  it  be  decided  that  a  woman  is  not  a  'person,'  Quebec  women  can- 
not see  that  it  is  impossible  to  amend  the  British  North  America  Act.  Liberals, 
at  least,  are  supposed  to  believe  that  life  means  growth  and,  consequently, 
change.  They  recognize  that  the  past  cannot  fit  the  present.  Although  they 
stand  on  the  past  they  do  so  only  to  reach  further  into  the  future.  This  opinion, 
no  doubt,  they  share  with  other  Canadian  women.* 

"The  Provincial  Franchise  would  be  even  more  useful  to  the  women  of 
Quebec  than  it  has  already  proved  to  those  of  all  of  the  other  provinces.  It 
would  be  the  instrument  by  which,  in  cooperation  with  truly  liberal-minded 
men,  women  could  secure  the  rescinding  of  unjust  laws  affecting  women  and 
children  or,  in  some  cases,  needed  amendments.  It  must  seem  inconceivable 
to  women  of  the  rest  of  Canada  that  in  the  Province  of  Quebec: — 

"A  father  has  sole  authority  over  the  education  or  non-education  of  his 
child  (there  is  no  School  Attendance  Act  in  Quebec).  If  her  father  consents  a 
girl  of  12  may  marry  irrespective  of  her  mother's  wishes. 

"No  surgeon  may  perform  an  operation  on  a  married  woman  or  on  a 
minor  child,  even  to  save  life,  without  the  consent  of  the  husband  in  the  case 
of  the  former  or  of  the  father  in  the  case  of  the  latter. 

"If  no  marriage  contract  exists,  a  husband  has  the  complete  administra- 
tion of  his  wife's  property  and  can  collect  her  wages.  A  husband  can  sell 
the  property  accumulated  by  him  and  his  wife  without  her  consent. 

"A  wife  cannot  take  legal  action,  dispose  of  her  own  property,  take  a 
gift  of  property,  or  go  into  business  without  her  husband's  consent. 

"If  a  wife  leaves  her  husband  he  has  the  right  to  compel  her  by  force  to 
return  to  him. 

"Other  unjust  laws  by  no  means  obsolete  might  be  mentioned.  The  in- 
justice is  not  lessened  by  the  fact  that  most  men  are  better  than  the  laws. 

"The  status  of  Quebec  women  is  being  compared  with  that  of  women  in 
other  parts  of  the  world  and  a  study  is  now  being  made  by  the  Provincial 
Franchise  Committee,  with  which  the  Central  Liberal  Club  is  affiliated,  of  the 
laws  that  have  been  passed  elsewhere  since  women  obtained  the  vote.  It  has 
already  been  found  that  these  laws  generally  secure  equality  of  opportunity  for 
men  and  women,  and  ensure  for  children  adequate  education,  needed  protection 
and  good  environment.    In  short  they  place  human  above  material  values. 

"Impressed  therefore  by  the  possibilities  that  the  provincial  vote  would 
open  up  to  them,  Quebec  women  of  all  races  and  religions  are  coming  to- 
gether and  working  together  for  the  development  of  a  higher  type  of  citizen- 
ship— a  type  requiring  self-sacrificing  devotion  to  the  common  good,  the  co- 
operation of  men  and  women  in  every  field,  and  the  offering  of  the  best  that  is  in 
each  to  the  service  of  the  whole." 

Miss  Idoia  Saint  Jean,  Montreal,  Quebec. 

"Starting  from  the  point  of  view  that  man  and  woman  compose  society,  it 
is  therefore  evident  that  the  intellectual  and  moral  influence  of  both  are  just 
as  necessary  to  its  proper  functioning  as  their  physical  influence. 

"The  primordial  aim  of  every  human  being,  man  or  woman,  should  be 
self-development,  service,  collaboration  for  the  attainment  of  universal  hap- 
piness. 


*Since  this  was  written,  an  adverse  judgment  was  rendered  by  the  Su- 
preme Court,  but  Mr.  Lapointe,  the  Minister  of  Justice,  without  delay  announ- 
ced that  the  Government  had  decided  to  seek  for  such  an  amendment  to  the 
British  North  America  Act  as  would  confer  eligibility  for  seats  in  the  Senate 
upon  women. 
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"The  progress  or  evolution  of  society  is  measured  by  the  developement  of 
the  spirit  of  justice,  the  conquest  of  selfishness  and  the  recognition  of  the 
liberty  and  rights  of  the  individual. 

"This  evolution  has  brought  forth  democracy,  a  system  which  permits 
everyone  to  express  himself  in  society  and  in  legal  administration,  a  system 
which  is  really  ideal;  and  the  day  when  each  Individual  realizes  the  right  con- 
fered  upon  him  by  this  system,  appreciates  its  greatness  and  dignity  and  uses 
this  right  in  the  light  of  his  intelligence  and  of  his  soul,  the  reign  of  God, 
which  is  the  reign  of  infinite  perfection  is  established  on  earth. 

"Now  let  us  divide  the  questions  concerning  children  in  two  categories: 
normal  and  abnormal. 

"The  means  to  prevent  infantile  mortality  should  be  seriously  studied, 
the  last  report  of  the  Public  Health  Department  is  really  alarming.  The 
statistics  prove  that  too  great  a  number  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  die 
annually  in  Canada,  12.109  in  1925,  it  is  time  to  eradicate  this  scourge. 

"Women,  mothers  should  concern  themselves  with  schools,  play  grounds, 
recreation  halls,  etc.,  and  take  a  larger  part  in  the  administration  of  the 
schools,  acquaint  themselves  with  all  conditions  pertaining  to  them.  The  Pro- 
vince of  Quebec  does  not  admit  women  on  the  Catholic  Council  of  Public 
Instruction  neither  on  the  School  Boards,  and  we  feel  convinced  that  our  colla- 
boration is  necessary  especially  from  an  hygienic  and  a  pedagogical  point  of 
view.  The  number  of  these  infants  schools  should  be  increased  and  we  should 
realize  their  importance  and  the  necessity  of  selecting  competent  instructors 
sufficiently  rewarded  to  be  at  the  height  of  their  sacred  mission  which  is  to 
develop  the  soul,  the  mind  and  the  body  of  the  very  young. 

"Women  would  express  on  the  School  Boards  their  qualities  as  educators, 
which  is  essentially  women's  domain. 

"Concerning  abnormal  children,  every  large  center  should  have  mental 
clinics  and  a  place  where  children  could  be  kept  under  observation,  and 
scientiflcally  treated. 

"Woman  should  also  concern  herself  with  the  problem  of  delinquent 
children,  belong  to  the  Juvenile  Court  Committee.  The  Federal  Law  demands 
the  installation  of  a  Juvenile  Court  in  every  center  of  more  than  100,000  souls. 
This  law  should  be  respected  and  by  this  fact  a  child  sometimes  arrested  for  a 
minor  offence  would  not  be  placed  in  contact  with  hardened  criminals.  In  the 
Province  of  Quebec,  Montreal  is  the  only  city  which  has  its  Juvenile  Court, 
and  if  women  could  be  permitted  to  take  a  more  active  part  in  this  Im- 
portant  question,  no  doubt  their  influence  would  largely  improve  present  condi- 
tions. 

"Women  should  be  interested  in  questions  concerning  their  family  life, 
their  national  life  and  their  international  life. 

"Women  should  study  the  laws  concerning  married  women  and  try  to 
Introduce  necessary  amendments.  Before  marriage  man  and  woman  should 
undergo  medical  examination.  A  woman  married  to  a  foreigner  should  be 
permitted  to  retain  her  nationality  if  she  should  so  desire.  Mothers  should 
be  better  protected.  It  has  been  reported  at  the  Medical  Convention,  last 
summer,  that  in  Canada,  four  women  die  daily  during  child  birth,  and  that 
50  p.c.  of  these  deaths  could  be  prevented  by  sufficient  care  and  if  women 
could  be  provided  with  means  whereby  they  could  rest  before  the  birth  of  the 
child  and  convalesce  properly.  Human  capital  is  the  most  important  for  a 
nation. 

"A  mother's  pension  should  also  interest  us.  A  widow  or  a  mother  with- 
out support  having  young  children  should  receive  a  sufficient  allowance  to  enable 
her  to  remain  at  home  and  give  her  children  the  necessary  care. 

"From  the  point  of  view  of  our  national  life  woman  should  study  the 
conditions  in  which  women  work  in  the  different  social  spheres. 

"Let  us  first  examine  on  the  farm  how  many  things  could  be  done  to 
improve  her  living  condition.  Installation  of  modern  improvements  to  faci- 
late  her  domestic  work.  Means  should  also  be  taken  to  render  her  life  more 
pleasurable.  Circles  of  study,  libraries,  radios,  recreation  centers.  By  this, 
women  and  young  girls,  could  be  kept  on  the  farms,  they  would  not  be  tempted 
by  city  attractions.  It  is  just  as  important  to  keep  woman  as  well  as  man  on 
the  farm. 

"The  living  conditions  of  the  working  woman  should  also  interest  all 
women  having  at  heart  the  progress  of  society.  Women  should  visit  the  fac- 
tories, be  acquainted  with  the  hygienic  conditions,  the  salaries  paid,  and  the 
dwellings  of  these  women  workers.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  more  fortunately 
situated  woman  to  interest  herself  with  the  concerns  of  her  unfortunate  sister. 
Every  effort  should  be  made  in  order  to  protect  this  important  class  of  society 
and  to  permit  them  to  live  hygienically  and  under  the  best  possible  conditions. 

"Woman  in  commerce  and  owning  her  own  business  could  also  better  her 
condition.  If  the  laws  affecting  and  inferiorizing  her  are  studied  we  will 
realize  the  work  that  has  to  be  accomplished  in  order  that  this  woman  who 
has  all  the  obligations  of  man,  could  also  enjoy  the  privilege  that  would  permit 
her  to  defend  herself  in  society, 
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"While  speaking  on  this  subject  let  us  give  a  thought  to  old  age  pensions 
and  include  it  in  our  program. 

"Women  teachers  should  also  interest  us.  Their  mission  is  certainly  one  of 
the  most  important  because  they  prepare  the  future  of  the  country.  Teachers 
should  be  women  of  superiority,  their  remuneration  should  be  sufficient  to 
cultivate  themselves  by  travel  or  otherwise,  in  order  that  they  may  exert  a 
beneficial  influence  not  only  upon  the  children,  but  also  upon  the  parents. 
Cooperation  of  school  and  family  is  necessary  to  the  development  of  youth. 

"With  the  exception  of  the  practice  of  medicine,  the  liberal  professions 
are  denied  to  women  in  the  Province  of  Quebec.  This  unfair  state  of  affairs 
should  be  abolished. 

"The  question  of  Immigration  is  also  of  feminine  interest. 

"These  aliens  who  arrive  in  a  strange  country  should  be  received  with 
consideration,  they  should  be  treated  as  sisters — we  should  help  them  to  learn 
our  history  in  order  to  develop  In  them  a  love  for  their  adopted  country.  It 
would  be  good  to  persuade  them  to  speak  both  our  official  languages.  French 
and  English.  The  greatness  of  a  country  lies  in  the  respect  of  its  traditions. 
Let  us  always  remember  that  our  ancestors  come  from  the  two  greatest 
European  races.  When  every  Canadian  will  master  the  language  of  business, 
English,  and  the  language  of  diplomacy,  French  we  shall  have  reached  an 
enviable  position  amongst  the  nations  of  the  world. 

"Concerning  our  international  life.  We  should  be  interested  in  the  work 
accomplished  by  women  in  the  League  of  Nations,  specially  to  eliminate  traffic 
in  drugs,  commercialized  vice,  and  to  establish  peace  in  the  world.  Woman 
should  use  all  her  influence  to  spread  thoughts  of  peace  amongst  the  youth, 
adults,  and  in  society  at  large.  Let  us  realize  that  the  best  way  to  express  an 
enlighten  and  intelligent  patriotism  is  to  render  each  individual  of  a  family, 
of  a  nation  and  of  the  universe  conscious  of  the  solidarity  that  binds  every 
human  being  without  distinction  of  party,  class  or  race. 

"Patriotism  should  be  inspired  by  a  spirit  of  justice  and  should  aim  to 
unite  all  men  instead  of  dividing  them.  The  child  should  be  brought  up  with 
the  horror  of  war,  and  should  consider  it  as  the  disgrace  of  humanity. 
Women  should  induce  the  Government  to  recognize  the  value  of  a  Court  of 
International  Arbitration  which  is  the  logical  conclusion  of  the  justice  rendered 
by  the  Tribunals. 

"It  is  evident  from  that  which  has  already  been  said,  that  women  will  b« 
able  to  exert  their  full  influence  when  their  political  sense  shall  be  fully  de- 
veloped and  when  they  shall  have  acquired  their  political  enfranchisement, 
municipal,  provincial  as  well  as  Federal. 

"The  different  classes  of  society  have  obtained  reforms  owing  to  their 
social  emancipation  giving  them  the  right  to  vote.  It  is  by  this  means  that 
we  have  attained  representative  Government  which  permits  the  individual  to 
speak  through  his  representative. 

"The  logic  of  democracy  wants  the  last  vestige  of  aristocracy  of  the 
sexes  to  disappear,  and  that  woman  responsible  to  society,  submitted  to  the 
laws,  should  express  and  protect  herself  by  choosing  her  representative. 

"The  liberal  woman  should  know  why  she  adopts  this  party  rather  than 
others.  She  should  study  its  great  principles  so  that  she  may  be  in  a  position 
to  intelligently  defend  them,  and  to  cast  her  vote  not  only  dragged  by  a  blind 
fanatism,  but  in  a  conscious  and  intelligent  way." 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Rossie,  President,  Regina  Women's  Liberal  Club,  Regina.  Sask. 

"It  is  gratifying  to  the  Liberal  women  of  Saskatchewan  to  be  asked  to 
present  to  this  first  Dominion  conference  of  the  Liberal  women  of  Canada  a 
brief  outline  of  what  Liberalism  has  done  for  the  women  and  children  of  the 
Province.  I  lay  some  emphasis  upon  the  words  'what  Liberalism  has  done,' 
because  Saskatchewan  occupies  the  unique  and  strong  position  of  being  the 
only  Province  of  the  Dominion  which  has  always  enjoyed  the  benefits  of  a 
Liberal  administration,  and,  without  being  unduly  partizan,  I  think  I  can 
justly  claim  that  the  enviable  position  enjoyed  by  Saskatchewan  today  is  in 
no  small  measure  due  to  the  fact  that  Liberal  principles.  Liberal  policies,  and 
Liberal  administration  have  guided  the  destinies  of  the  Province  since  its 
creation. 

"Inaugurated  as  a  Province  of  Canada  in  1905,  along  with  its  twin  sister. 
Alberta,  Saskatchewan  within  two  short  decades  forged  ahead  to  the  position 
of  the  third  Province  of  Canada  in  point  of  population,  to  an  equally  strong 
and  proud  position  in  volume  and  value  of  its  annual  production,  and  to  the 
eminently  gratifying  place  of  first  among  the  Provinces  in  the  per  capita 
wealth  of  its  people.  And  whatever  credit  is  due  to  the  Government  of  the 
Province  for  these  things  must  accrue  to  the  Liberal  party  because  that  party 
has  an  unbroken  record  in  office  throughout  the  whole  period,  and,  I  am  happy  to 
say,  is,  because  of  its  record,  stronger  than  ever  to-day  in  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  a  vast  majority  of  the  people  of  the  Province. 

"To  begin  with  the  first  of  those  matters  in  which  women  are  interested 
in  so  far  as  they  affect  public  affairs  in  the  Dominion  and  its  Provinces,  the 
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fact  is  to  be  recorded  that  it  was  in  the  Prairie  Provinces,  and  under  Liberal 
administrations,  that  equal  rights  of  suffrage  with  men  were  first  granted  to 
Canadian  women.  While  the  struggle  to  obtain  the  vote  for  women  was  still 
raging  in  Great  Britain,  and  before  it  was  granted  in  Canada,  Australia  or 
South  Africa,  it  was  freely  given  by  Liberal  Governments  in  Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan  and  Alberta,  thus  paving  the  way  for  the  final  triumph  of  the 
principle  elsewhere.  In  the  spring  of  1916  the  Legislatures  of  these  three 
Provinces  were  simultaneously  in  session,  and  in  each  of  them  legislation 
conferring  the  franchise  upon  women  on  terms  of  equality  with  men  was 
introduced  and  passed,  the  bills  being  assented  to  upon  prorogation  in 
Manitoba  on  March  10,  Saskatchewan  March  14,  and  Alberta,  April  19. 

"May  I  digress  for  a  moment  from  my  particular  subject  to  point  a 
contrast  to  the  other  Provinces.  In  this  same  year,  a  bill  was  introduced 
in  the  Ontario  Legislature  by  a  Liberal.  It  was  voted  down  by  the  Con- 
servative majority,  which,  however,  in  the  face  of  Liberal  action  in  the 
three  Prairie  Provinces  had  to  bow  to  the  inevitable  the  following  year  and 
grant  the  franchise  to  women,  although  that  same  Conservative  majority 
rejected  a  Liberal  bill  to  give  women  the  right  to  sit  in  the  Legislature.  In 
British  Columbia  that  same  year,  a  Conservative  administration  was  in 
power.  Instead  of  granting  the  franchise  to  women,  as  did  the  Liberals  of 
the  west,  it  provided  for  a  referendum  vote  on  the  subject  to  become  effective, 
if  carried,  on  January  1,  1917,  but  in  the  meantime  it  called  a  general  election 
for  September  14,  1916,  thus  disfranchising  the  women  for  another  Legislative 
term.  In  1917,  a  bill  was  introduced  in  the  Nova  Scotia  House  by  a  Liberal.  It 
was  defeated  12  to  8,  but  the  following  year  suffrage  was  granted.  In  New 
Brunswick,  1917,  a  Liberal  bill  was  defeated  25  to  14.  The  following  year 
the  Liberals  again  introduced  a  bill  but  the  then  Conservative  Premier 
opposed  it  as  'interfering  with  the  rights  of  the  Crown,'  and  stated  he  would 
advise  the  Lieutenant  Governor  to  disallow  it  if  passed.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances it  was  withdrawn.  Nevertheless  suffrage  was  granted  the  following 
year.     Prince  Edward  Island  came  into  line  in  1922. 

"To  Western  Liberalism,  therefore,  the  women  of  Canada  are  indebted  for 
leadership  in  securing  the  franchise. 

"The  amendments  to  the  Saskatchewan  Election  Act  in  1916  conferring 
the  franchise  on  women  was  supplemented  at  the  next  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture by  an  Amendment  to  the  Legislative  Assembly  Act  giving  to  women  the 
same  rights  as  men  to  membership  in  that  body,  a  right  which  was  shortly 
afterwards  exercised  in  the  election  of  Mrs.  S.  K.  Ramsland  to  the  Legisla- 
ture. 

"With  further  reference  to  franchise  and  representation  rights  In  Sas- 
katchewan, suffice  it  to  say  that  in  all  municipal  and  school  elections,  whe- 
ther in  city,  town,  village  or  rural  municipality,  women  enjoy  exact  equality 
with  men,  and  to  an  increasing  degree  they  are  taking  advantage  of  those 
rights,  Ottawa's  Tory  paper  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

"Whatever  credit,  or  discredit,  accrues  to  Saskatchewan  in  the  way  of 
legislation  particularly  affecting  the  rights  and  interests  of  women  and  children 
must,  as  already  stated,  lie  at  the  door  of  the  Liberal  party.  Have  those  rights 
been  protected  and  those  interests  safeguarded?  Has  Saskatchewan,  under 
Liberal  administration,  been  derelict  in  its  duty? 

"In  Saskatchewan  an  expectant  mother  who,  for  financial  reasons,  is 
unable  to  procure  necessary  medical,  hospital  or  nursing  attention,  or  clothing 
for  herself  or  her  expected  child,  may  obtain  such  assistance  from  the  Gov- 
ernment in  the  form  of  a  cash  grant.  This  aid  is  not  given  in  cities  and 
towns,  but  is  intended  specially  for  mothers  in  outlying  districts  where  the 
doctor  is  put  to  heavy  expense  in  attending  the  patient  and  and  hospitals  and 
nurses  are  far  distant.  Thus,  in  the  most  critical  period  of  life  for  both 
mother  and  child  Saskatchewan  looks  after  them. 

"A  widowed  mother,  or  one  whose  husband  is  in  jail,  or  in  an  institution 
for  incurables  or  the  feeble-minded,  or  is  permanently  incapacitated  by 
disease  from  contributing  to  the  support  of  his  family,  or  a  woman,  being 
unmarried  or  a  widow,  who  has  resident  with  her  one  or  more  children  who  are 
orphans  and  she  is  the  grandmother,  sister,  aunt,  or  other  suitable  person 
acting  as  the  foster-mother  of  such  children,  and  has  not  adequate  means  to 
care  properly  for  and  educate  them  without  assistance,  is  entitled  to  a 
Mother's  Allowance,  until  such  children  reach  the  age  of  sixteen  years. 

•'Complete  freedom  and  protection  is  secured  to  a  married  woman  in 
the  holding  of  property  in  her  own  right  without  her  husband's  consent, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Married  Woman's  Property  Act,  and  to  the 
earnings  of  her  children,  if  she  is  deserted,  is  living  apart  from  her  husband 
for  a  cause  justified  by  law,  or  where  the  husband  neglects  to  provide  for  her 
sup])ort  and  that  of  his  family,  or  is  a  lunatic  or  undergoing  imprisonment  for 
a  criminal  offence,  while  the  Devolution  of  Estates  Act  secures  to  her  at 
least  one-third  of  her  husband's  estate  if  he  dies  intestate,  and  provides 
a  means  of  redress  if,  under  her  husband's  will,  she  is  left  less  than  one-third. 
Her  interests  are  further  safeguarded  under  the  terms  of  the  Marriage  Set-- 
tlement  Act. 

"Under  safeguards  provided  by  the  Homesteads  Act,  a  man  cannot  mort- 
gage tlie  home  without  the  consent  of  his  wife,  and  such  consent  must  be 
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given  before  an  official  or  a  solicitor  other  than  the  one  who  prepared  the 
document,  and  after  an  examination  separately  and  apart  from  her  husband 
at  which  she  acknowledges  that  she  understands  her  rights  in  the  home- 
stead and  signs  the  instrument  of  mortgage  of  her  own  free  will  and  with- 
out compulsion  on  the  part  of  her  husband.All  documents  affecting  the  sale, 
transfer  or  encumbering  of  the  homestead  must  contain  the  wife's  signature. 

"The  widow  of  the  owner  has  her  rights  protected  in  a  similar  way.  The 
interests  of  wife  and  children  are  also  protected  in  the  event  of  seizure  of 
property  for  debt,  or  in  the  event  of  seizure  of  goods  and  chattels  by  distress 
by  a  landlord  for  rent. 

"Through  a  series  of  enactments,  the  Factories  Act,  the  Female  Em- 
ployment Act,  the  Minimum  Wage  Act,  employment  of  girls  and  women  and 
the  conditions  under  which  they  shall  be  obliged  to  work  are  regulated,  and 
minimum  wages  fixed  for  various  kinds  of  employment.  In  a  word,  girls 
and  women  obliged  to  earn  their  living  in  shops,  mail  order  houses,  laundries 
and  factories,  hotels,  restaurants  and  refreshment  rooms,  millinery,  dress- 
making and  similar  establishments  are  protected  by  Provincial  law,  and 
guaranteed  a  minimum  living  wage  under  safe  and  sanitary  working  condi- 
tions unexcelled  elsewhere. 

"Finally,  Saskatchewan  was  the  second  Province  to  take  advantage  of 
and  adopt  the  King  Government's  Old  Age  Pension  scheme,  and  this  action 
was  taken  at  the  first  session  of  the  Legislature  following  the  enactment  of 
this  legislation  at  Ottawa, 

"Equally  comprehensive  and  all-embracing  legislation  has  been  passed 
in  the  interests  of  children,  fully  a  score  of  Acts  protecting  and  safeguarding 
children,  including  the  property  of  infants,  the  legitimization  of  children  born 
out  of  wedlock,  and  compelling  the  alleged  father  of  an  illegitimate  child  to 
bear  the  expenses  incidental  to  its  birth  and  to  contribute  weekly  towards 
its  support  and  maintenance  until  the  child  reaches  the  age  of  sixteen  years 
or  dies.  The  rights  and  interests  of  adopted  children  are  fully  safeguarded, 
and  child  rescue  work  throughout  the  Province  is  carried  on  under  the 
Children's  Protection  Act  administered  by  the  Bureau  of  Child  Protection. 
Included  in  the  work  of  this  Bureau  is  the  care  and  supervision  of  neglected, 
ill-used  and  dependent  children;  the  work  of  Children's  Aid  Societies  and 
supervision  of  (Children's  Shelters,  one  of  which  must  be  maintained  in  each 
city  with  a  population  of  10,000  or  over  ;supervision  of  maternity,  nursing 
and  other  homes  with  a  view  to  keeping  a  tight  grip  on  the  adoption  of 
children  and  of  preventing  baby-farming.  Adoption  of  children  is  surrounded 
by  all  possible  safeguards. 

"Through  the  establishment  of  Juvenile  Courts  and  an  Industrial  School 
for  boys  juvenile  offenders  are  dealt  with  in  the  most  approved  and  en- 
lightened manner  with  a  view  to  their  moral  reclamation  and  to  prevent  as 
far  as  may  be  possible  their  drifting  into  the  class  of  habitual  and  hardened 
criminals.  For  the  hearing  of  cases  of  juvenile  offenders  a  woman  judge  has 
been  appointed. 

"Attendance  at  school  is  compulsory  throughout  Saskatchewan  until 
children  attain  the  age  of  fifteen  years  or  have  passed  Grade  VIII.  A  Chief 
Attendance  Officer  for  the  Province  and  a  local  attendance  officer  in  each 
school  district  strictly  enforce  this  law.  The  education  and  maintenance  of 
blind  and  deaf,  children  is  accepted  as  the  duty  of  the  Provincial  Government. 

"Under  the  Factories  Act,  already  referred  to,  the  employment  of  boys 
under  the  age  of  14  years  and  girls  under  the  age  of  15  years  in  factories  is 
prohibited,  and  the  hours  of  employment  for  youths  and  young  girls  are 
limited  to  48  hours  in  any  one  week  and  the  working  hours  must  not  be  later 
than  half  past  six  in  the  afternoon,  except  under  special  circumstances  and 
under  a  permit  from  a  factory  inspector. 

"The  sale  of  tobacco  to  a  minor  under  16  years  of  age  is  prohibited  in 
cities,  towns  and  villages  unless  under  a  written  request  or  order  from  his 
parent,  guardian  or  employer.  Unless  accompanied  by  a  parent  or  respon- 
sible person  children  under  14  years  of  age  are  not  permitted  to  attend  a 
moving  picture  exhibition  after  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  nor  is  a  child 
under  16  years  of  age  permitted  to  drive  a  motor  vehicle  upon  a  public 
highway. 

"City  and  Town  councils  are  given  full  power  to  pass  by-laws  regulating 
the  time  after  which  children  shall  not  be  in  a  public  place  at  night  without 
proper  guardianship,  and  regulating,  controlling  and  licensing  children  en- 
gaged as  express  or  dispatch  messengers,  vendors  of  newspapers  or  boot- 
blacks. 

"In  conclusion,  I  feel  I  am  safe  in  saying  that  in  no  Province  or  country 
are  the  rights  of  women  and  children  more  fully  protected  or  their  interests 
more  intelligently  and  carefully  safeguaded  than  in  the  Province  of  Saskat- 
chewan, and  that  nowhere  in  Canada  does  there  exist  a  Government  more 
sympathetic  and  anxious  to  further  protect  and  safeguard  those  rights  and 
interests,  whether  by  legislation,  regulation  or  wise  administration  than  is 
the  Liberal  Government  of  Saskatchewan  which  is  responsible  during  its 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  in  oflSce  for  the  complete  programme  I  have 
so  sketchily  and  only  partially  outlined.  At  the  present  time  there  does  not 
appear  to  be  any  vital  matter  of  interest  to,  and  calculated  to  advance  the 
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welfare  of,  Saskatchewan's  women  and  children  that  has  been  overlooked  or 
neglected  by  the  Government,  but  if  I  were  asked  to  state  my  frank  opinion 
as  to  what  I  regard  as  the  greatest  weakness  in  political  life  of  Canada  today, 
and  which  should,  therefore,  command  our  earnest  study,  I  would  name  two 
things; 

1.  "Lack  of  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  people  generally  of  the  early 
history  of  Canada,  and  the  reasons  for  the  adoption  of  certain  policies  and 
compromises  in  the  creation  of  the  Canadian  Confederation  and  subsequently 
in  the  constitutions  given  to  various  provinces.  People  who  today  so  vigor- 
ously oppose  the  provisions  in  our  federal  constitution,  malfing  French  an 
official  language,  and  the  provisions  in  the  British  North  America  Act  and 
subsequent  provincial  Acts  providing  for  a  system  of  minority  separate 
schools,  frequently  do  so  on  the  ground  that  such  policies  are  un-British, 
whereas  if  they  were  informed  regarding  the  traditional  policy  of  Great 
Britain,  and  were  equally  well  informed  regarding  the  early  history  of  Can- 
ada and  the  negotiations  which  finally  resulted  in  Confederation,  they  would 
realize  that  such  policies  are  distinctly  British  and  that  it  is  the  opponents  of 
such  policies  who  are  adopting  ari  un-British  attitude.  The  policy  of  all  British 
Governments  and  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  since  the  time  of  the  conquest 
of  Canada  has  been  to  safeguard  to  all  peoples  who  come  into  the  empire  by 
reason  of  conquest  full  liberty  in  the  matter  of  language,  education  and  re- 
ligion. It  is  this  policy,  which  is  in  such  sharp  contrast  with  say — the  policy 
of  Germany — that  has  made  Great  Britain  the  world's  greatest  colonizer  and  has 
made  possible  and  built  up  the  Great  British  Empire  of  today.  Had  Britain 
not  adopted  such  a  policy  the  present  empire  could  never  have  existed,  nor 
would  its  component  parts  have  stood  together  as  one  during  the  fateful  years 
1914-1918.  To  my  mind  therefore  no  greater  service  can  be  rendered  Canada 
than  to  encourage  the  study  of  our  past  history  dealing  with  this  subject, 
and  which  study,  I  feel  sure,  would  lead  to  a  loyal  support  of  the  policies  in 
question,  and  largely  do  away  with  the  prejudices  and  suspicions  which  result  in 
sectarian  agitations  and  unworthy  sectarian  appeals  now  marring  the  public 
life  of  Canada,  and  so  frequently  rendering  impossible  the  carrying  through  of 
great  national  enterprises. 

2.  "The  second  weakness  in  Canada's  political  life,  as  it  appears  to  me, 
is  the  lack  of  sound  information  in  regard  to  matters  of  political  economy. 
Hardly  a  month  or  a  week  passes,  and  on  the  eve  of  assembling  of  parlia- 
ment and  legislatures  hardly  a  day  passes,  that  deputations  do  not  wait  upon 
Governments  urging  the  reduction  or  abolition  of  this  or  that  form  of  taxa- 
tion, while  at  the  same  time  they  submit  proposals  for  the  establishment  or 
extension  of  government  services,  all  of  which  involve  larger  public  expendi- 
tures. In  other  words,  on  the  other  hand,  people  are  persistently,  through 
their  organizations,  calling  upon  the  Government  to  collect  less  revenue,  and 
at  the  same  time  to  expend  far  more  money.  There  is  an  almost  unceasing 
demand  for  so-called  free  services  by  the  government,  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  only  a  casual  consideration  of  such  would  demonstrate,  that,  as 
Honourable  W.  J,  Patterson  stated  in  his  recent  budget  speech:  'There 
ain't  no  such  animal.' 

"Governments  have  only  one  source  of  revenue  and  this  is  the  money 
supplied  by  the  people,  and  if  Governments  are  forced  by  public  opinion  to 
establish  this  and  that  so  called  'free  service,'  then  the  people  must  be  taxed 
to  pay  for  it. 

"Inconsistently,  while  demanding  extension  of  government  services  people 
criticise  and  oppose  centralization  of  authority  in  Governments,  and  their 
cry  for  decentralization  is  always  a  popular  one.  At  the  same  time  Gov- 
ernments are  always  being  criticised  if  they  increase  the  civil  service  and 
general  cost  of  administration,  yet  even  the  most  unthinking  individual 
should  realize  that,  if  governments  are  forced  to  pass  Laws,  to  raise  and 
collect  larger  revenues  and  at  the  same  time  are  obliged  to  establish  addi- 
tional public  services  and  go  into  this  and  that  form  of  business  it  is  inevit- 
able that  the  costs  of  administration  must  increase  and  a  larger  body  of 
employees  be  created  in  order  to  direct  and  manage  these  various  activities. 

"People,  however,  seem  to  give  little  thought  whatever  to  these  matters, 
with  the  result  that  all  our  governments  are  constantly  'between  the  devil 
and  the  deep  blue  sea.*  Closer  study  on  the  part  of  our  liberal  organizations, 
both  men  and  women,  of  political  economy  would,  I  feel  sure,  be  beneficial 
in  removing  much  of  the  ignorance  now  prevailing,  and  because  of  which  so 
many  of  our  large  conventions  unhesitatingly  make  illconsidered  recommen- 
dations to  governments. 

"In  his  Confederation  Jubilee  Message,  Premier  King  referred  to  the  vast 
territories  and  the  silent  places  that  sweep  Northward  into  the  unknown, 
speaking  more  eloquently  than  words  of  boundaries  still  undefined  in  a  land 
that  is  limitless  in  its  possibilities  of  further  development  and  growth.  The 
silent  places  of  Northern  Saskatchewan  are  at  last  being  penetrated  and  we 
have  high  confidence  in  the  glorious  future  of  our  Province,  'a  land  of  liberty, 
a  land  of  equality  which  knows  no  castes  and  which  recognizes  no  superiority 
save  that  of  talent,  of  effort  and  of  rectitude.'  With  continued  wise  and 
just  legislation,  Saskatchewan  will  perform  its  part  in  giving  our  beloved 
country  a  proud  position  among  the  nations  of  the  earth." 
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The  Assembly  concluded  with  a  Banquet  at  the  Chateau  Laurier  at 
7.30  p.m. 

We  regret  that  hundreds  of  Liberals  in  the  Ottawa  Valley  District 
were  unable  to  obtain  admittance. 

In  order  that  the  Premier's  message  might  reach  those  who  could 
not  obtain  admission,  through  the  courtesy  of  the  Canadian  National 
Railways,  proceedings  of  the  Banquet  were  broadcast  over  C.N.R.O. 

Mrs.  Norman  F.  Wilson,  Chairman. 

Mrs.  Norman  F.  Wilson,  Honorary  President  of  the  National  Federa- 
tion of  Liberal  Women  of  Canada  and  Chairman  of  the  Banquet  Commit- 
tee, introducing  Mr.  King  said:  — 

"The  hundreds  of  women  here  assembled  from  all  parts  of  the 
Dominion  bear  eloquent  testimony  to  the  strength  of  the  Liberal  prin- 
ciples and  to  our  faith  in  our  Great  Leader  and  his  able  Cabinet  Ministers. 
We  have  had  two  days,  full  of  interest  and  meetings,  which  I  hope  may  be 
of  benefit  not  only  to  ourselves,  but  also  to  the  Liberal  Party  and  through 
it  to  Canada. 

"It  has  been  a  great  satisfaction  to  have  this  opportunity  to  show 
to  our  visitors  the  beauties  of  our  National  Capital,  our  public  buildings, 
the  Peace  Tower  with  its  Memorial  Chapel  and  the  residence  of  our 
Governor  General.  We  have  heard  the  far-famed  Carillon,  and  been  en- 
tertained by  the  Cabinet  Minister's  wives  in  the  Parliament  Buildings 
and  finally  have  seen  that  shrine  of  many  memories  to  Canadians, — 
Laurier  House. 

"It  was  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier  who  first  planned  to  make  Ottawa  a 
Capital  worthy  of  Canada,  and  this  work  is  being  ably  carried  on  by  our 
present  Prime  Minister. 

"One  man  scathingly  wrote  that  women  had  been  an  absolute  failure 
in  public  life,  for,  despite  their  possession  of  the  franchise,  there  were  so 
very  few  in  high  positions.  We  all  know  that  four  thousand  years  before 
female  suffrage  was  dreamed  of,  Deborah  judged  Israel,  but  that  was  on 
account  of  the  corruption  of  the  men,  something  with  which  we  have  not 
to  contend  to-day.  In  quite  a  different  way  the  course  of  history  was 
changed  through  the  mother  love  of  Pharaoh's  daughter  for  the  helpless 
babe. 

"Women  could  hit  a  mark  even  in  those  days  for  Abimelech  called 
upon  his  armour  bearer  to  slay  him  for  he  did  not  wish  it  said  that  he 
had  received  his  death  by  a  stone  from  a  woman's  hand. 

"We  are  gathered  here  not  to  seek  high  places,  but  to  create  a  healthy 
interest  in  the  study  of  public  affairs  and  in  the  Liberal  policy,  which  we 
think  is  the  best  for  Canada.  The  man-made  civilization  of  the  East  has 
failed,  and  we  hope  in  this  newer  land  to  build  a  better  one  in  which 
we  may  all  work  together.  We  do  not  expect  to  dictate,  but  wish  to 
learn  and  to  make  the  best  use  of  the  power*  which  God  has  given  to 
us  for  there  are  some  problems  to  which  women  bring  a  more  intimate 
knowledge  than  men. 

"We  wish  to  bring  about  a  mutual  understanding  between  all  parts 
of  the  country  the  east,  and  the  west,  the  women  of  the  distant  places 
and  those  of  the  larger  cities.  We  should  all  benefit  by  a  study  of  each 
others  problems  and  an  interchange  of  ideas.  Above  all,  let  us  go  for- 
ward for  in  the  words  of  our  Great  Laurier,  which  I  used  at  our  previous 
gathering:  'Faith  is  better  than  doubt,  Hope  is  better  than  fear  and 
Love  is  better  than  Hate.'  " 

The  President  of  the  National  Federation,  Hon.  Mary  Ellen  Smith, 
M.L.A.,  extended  greetings. 

Mrs.  Mary  McCallum  Sutherland,  an  elector  in  the  Prime  Minister's 
own  constituency  of  Prince  Albert,  Saskatchewan,  in  a  characteristically 
bright  and  forceful  manner  moved  the  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  King,  which 
was  ably  seconded  in  French  by  Mrs.  Arthur  Leger,  Montreal,  Quebec. 
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CONSTITUTION  AND  BY-LAWS  OF  THE  NATIONAL 
FEDERATION  OF  LIBERAL  WOMEN  OF  CANADA. 
CONSTITUTION 


ARTICLE  I.— NAME. 

This  Association  shall  be  called  "The  National  Federation  of  Liberal 
Women  of  Canada." 

ARTICLE  11— OBJECTS. 

The  objects  of  the  Federation  shall  be:  To  encourage  the  organization  of 
Liberal  women  throughout  Canada;  to  uphold  the  cause  of  Liberalism;  to  raise 
the  status  and  advance  the  political  education  of  women;  to  aid  in  securing 
and  maintaining  good  government  and  to  encourage  a  broad  spirit  of  Canadian 
Nationality  within  the  British  Empire, 

ARTICLE  III.— MEMBERSHIP. 
Section  1. — Liberal  Women's  Organizations. 

(a)  Any  organization  of  Liberal  women  may  become  a  member  of  this 
Federation. 

(b)  In  localities  or  districts  where  no  separate  Liberal  Women's  Organiza- 
tion exists,  the  Women  Members  of  Liberal  Riding  Organizations  may  join 
this  Federation. 

(c)  Liberal  Women's  Organizations  affiliated  to  the  National  shall  be  repre- 
sented at  the  General  Meetings  by  duly  elected  and  accredited  delegates,  who 
shall  vote  for  their  respective  organizations. 

(d)  Liberal  Women's  Organizations  shall  be  designated  as  Local,  District  or 
Provincial;  also  as  societies  of  individuals  and  as  federated  associations. 

(e)  Any  Organization  of  Liberal  Women,  in  order  to  become  a  member  of 
the  National  Federation,  must  subscribe  to  Article  II  of  this  Constitution. 
District  and  Local  Organizations  must  also  be  affiliated  to  and  in  good  stand- 
ing with  the  respective  Provincial  Organizations. 

Section  2. — Individual  Members. 

(a)  All  members  of  Liberal  Women's  Organizations  affiliated  with  this 
Federation  shall  be  members  of  this  Federation. 

(b)  Sustaining  Members. 

Any  Liberal  woman  in  favour  of  the  objects  of  this  Federation  may  become 
a  Sustaining  Member  by  subscribing  to  Article  II.  of  this  Constitution  and  pay- 
ing an  Annual  Fee  of  $5.00. 

(c)  Individual  and  Sustaining  Members  may  attend  the  General  Meetings, 
but  may  not  vote. 

ARTICLE  IV.— OFFICERS. 
Section  1. — Honorary  Officers. 
Honorary  Officers  shall  be  elected  as  may  be  considered  advisable,  and 
shall  represent  all  Provinces  of  the  Dominion. 

Section  2. — Officers. 
The  Officers  shall  be  a  President,  and  nine  elected  Vice-Presidents  (being 
one  from  each  province),  two  Secretaries  (one  being  English-speaking,  the 
other  French-speaking)  and  a  Treasurer.    Presidents  of  Provincial  Organiza- 
tions shall  be,  ex-officio,  Vice-Presidents  of  the  National  Federation. 

Section  3. 

An  Executive  Secretary  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Executive  Committee, 
and  shall  have  such  assistance  as  the  Executive  Committee  may  consider 
necessary. 

ARTICLE  v.— COMMITTEES. 
Section  1. — The  Executive  Committee. 

(a)  The  Executive  Committee  shall  be  composed  of  the  President  and  Offi- 
cers of  the  Federation,  the  Conveners  of  Standing  and  Special  Committees  and 
the  Presidents  of  Liberal  Women's  Provincial  Organizations. 

(b)  The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  general  charge  of  the  affairs  of 
the  National  Federation  and  shall  deal  with  necessary  business  between 
General  Meetings. 
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Sectron  2. — Advisory  Committee. 

There  shall  be  a  small  Advisory  Committee  composed  of  prominent  and 
experienced  Liberal  men  and  women,  who  may  be  called  upon  to  act  in  an 
Advisory  capacity  at  any  time. 

Section  3. — Standing  and  Special  Committees. 

There  shall  be  4  Standing  Committees,  namely: 

1.  Finance. 

2.  Organization. 

3.  Literature  and  Education. 

4.  Publicity. 

ARTICLE  VI.— MEETINGS. 
Section  1. — General  Meetings. 
General  Meetings  of  the  Federation  shall  be  held  at  such  time  and  place  aa 
may  be  determined  by  the  General  Meeting  or  by  the  Executive  Committee. 

Section  2. 

All  Members  of  the  Executive  Committee  and  delegates  from  affiliated 
associations  shall  be  entitled  to  attend  and  take  part  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
General  Meetings. 

Section  3. 

(a)  Officers,  conveners  and  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  shall  be 
entitled  to  vote  at  General  Meetings;  delegates  of  Affiliated  Associations  shall 
vote  as  a  unit  representing  their  respective  organizati6ns. 

(b)  The  President  or  Presiding  Officer  shall  have  a  casting  vote  only. 

Section  4. — Quorum. 
Fifteen  per  cent  of  all  members  entitled  to  vote  and  registered  in  attend- 
ance at  a  General  Meeting,  shall  constitute  a  quorum. 

Section  5. — Executive  Meetings. 
The  Executive  Committee  shall  meet  annually;  also  before  and  after  each 
General  Meeting,  and  oftener  if  necessary. 

ARTICLE  VII.— NOMINATIONS  AND  ELECTIONS. 
Section  1. — Nominations  Committee. 

(a)  There  shall  be  a  Nominations  Committee  composed  of  a  Convener  and 
fourteen  members,  appointed  by  the  Executive  Committee.  Every  province 
shall  be  represented  on  this  Committee. 

(b)  The  Nominations  Committee  shall  meet  two  months  before  the  General 
Meeting  in  order  to  receive  nominations,  to  ascertain  the  willingness  of  candi- 
dates to  accept  nomination,  and  to  report  back  to  the  Executive  Committee  not 
later  than  six  weeks  before  the  General  Meeting. 

(c)  Nomination  papers  shall  be  sent  to  all  Affiliated  Organizations  not 
later  than  three  months  before  the  General  Meeting;  and  shall  be  returned  not 
later  than  two  months  before  the  General  Meeting. 

(d)  All  elections  shall  be  by  ballot  and  shall  take  place  on  the  last  day  of 
the  General  Meeting. 

(e)  In  the  case  of  an  office  becoming  vacant  between  meetings,  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  shall  have  power  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

ARTICLE  VIII.— FINANCE. 
Section  1. — The  Financial  Year  shall  run  from  April  First  to  March  Thirty- 
First. 

Section  2. — Sustaining  Members  shall  pay  Five  Dollars  annually. 

Section  3- — ^Any  person  desiring  to  contribute  the  sum  of  $25.00  or  over 
shall  be  called  a  contributor. 

Section  4. — District  and  Local  Associations  in  Affiliation  with  the  National 
Federation  shall  pay  an  Annual  Fee  to  the  National  Federation  amounting  to 
a  ten  cent  per  capita  tax  per  member. 

ARTICLE  IX,— REPRESENTATION  AND  VOTING. 

Section  1. — Each  District  and  Local  organization  In  affiliation  with  the 
National  Federation  shall  be  entitled  to  send  at  least  one  delegate  to  the 
General  Meetings.  In  organizations  consisting  of  more  than  twenty  members 
such  organizations  shall  be  entitled  to  one  extra  delegate  for  each  sucjcessive 
multiple  of  twenty  members  in  good  standing. 

Section  2. — ^At  General  Meetings  each  affiliated  organization  shall  cast  one 
vote  for  each  delegate  to  which  it  is  entitled.  Each  delegation  shall  vote  as  a 
unit,  representing  its  organization. 

ARTICLE  X.— AMENDMENTS. 

This  Constitution  may  be  altered  or  amended  at  a  General  Meeting  only  by 
a  two-thirds  accredited  vote  of  those  registered  in  attendance,  notice  of  motion 
having  been  given  three  months  previously  to  all  Affiliated  Societies. 
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BY-LAWS. 


I.— MEETINGS. 

Section  4. — Order  of  business  at  General  Meetings  of  the  Federation  shall 
be  as  follows: 

1.  Roll  Call. 

2.  Minutes  of  last  Meeting. 

3.  Presidents  opening  remarks. 

4.  Correspondence. 

5.  Appointment  of  returning  officers  and  tellers  for  balloting,  if  necessary, 

6.  Annual  Report. 

7.  Financial  Statement. 

8.  Appointment  of  Auditor. 

9.  Reports  of  Committees  and  Affiliated  Associations. 

10.  Election  of  Officers. 

11.  Amendments  to  Constitution. 

12.  Resolutions,  etc. 

13.  Other  Business.    (Addresses,  etc.) 

14.  Reading  and  Confirmation  of  Minutes. 

II.— DUTIES  OF  OFFICERS. 

Section  1. — The  President,  or  in  her  absence,  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents, 
■hall  preside  at  General  Meetings  and  Meetings  of  the  Executive  Committee. 
She  shall  take  a  general  supervision  of  the  work  of  the  Federation  and  shall 
keep  In  touch  with  the  Affiliated  Associations  throughout  the  Dominion. 

Section  2. — A  Provincial  Vice-President  shall  keep  In  touch  with  the  work 
of  affiliated  local  associations,  visit  them  when  desired  and  encourage  the 
organization  of  new  associations,  whenever  possible. 

Section  3. — The  Secretaries,  under  the  direction  of  the  President,  shall 
conduct  all  correspondence,  prepare  the  agenda  for  all  meetings  and  present 
reports  at  Meetings  of  the  Federation  and  of  the  Executive  Committee.  They 
shall  also  keep  a  complete  roll  of  all  Affiliated  Associations  and  send  out  all 
notices  required  by  the  Constitution  and  By-laws,  within  the  proper  time.  At 
meetings  they  shall  call  the  roll  of  members;  shall  keep  a  register  of  those  in 
attendance,  and  shall  be  responsible  for  the  proper  carrying  out  of  rules  re- 
irarding  credentials. 

The  Secretaries  shall  keep  careful  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  all  meet- 
ings.   The  minutes  shall  be  confirmed  at  the  close  of  each  session. 

Section  4. — The  Treasurer  shall  receive  all  monies  payable  to  the  Federa- 
tion; shall  pay  all  accounts  by  cheque  after  they  have  been  initialed  by  the 
President;  shall  have  her  books  audited  by  an  auditor  appointed  by  the  Federa- 
tion, before  presenting  her  financial  statement  to  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  All  monies  paid  to  the  Federation  shall  be  acknowledged 
by  official  receipt  signed  by  the  Treasurer. 

III.— STANDING  AND  SPECIAL  COMMITTEES. 

(a)  Standing  Committees  shall  be  formed  for  carrying  on  the  work  of  the 
Federation. 

(b)  Such  Committees  shall  be  under  the  direction  of  a  Convener,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  draw  up  an  outline  of  the  work  for  the  year  and  forward  It 
to  the  members  of  her  Committee. 

(c)  Such  Committees  shall  be  made  up  of  members  of  affiliated  associations 
desiring  to  assist  in  the  work  of  that  particular  Committee. 

(d)  The  Finance  Committee  shall  consist  of  the  Treasurer  and  fourteen 
members.  It  shall  devise  ways  and  means  of  raising  money  to  carry  on  the 
work  of  the  Federation,  in  addition  to  the  Annual  Fees. 

(e)  Special  Committees  may  be  appointed  by  the  Federation  or  by  the 
Executive  at  any  time,  to  carry  on  work  of  a  temporary  character. 

IV.— NOMINATIONS  AND  ELECTIONS. 

(a)  Candidates  for  election  may  be  nominated  by  the  Affiliated  Societies. 
They  must  be  members  of  an  Affiliated  Association. 

(b)  Papers  for  nominations  shall  be  sent  out  to  all  Affiliated  Associations 
three  months  before  the  General  Meeting. 

(c)  At  latest,  nomination  papers  shall  be  returned  two  months  before  the 
General  Meeting. 

(d)  Provincial  Presidents  shall  be  nominated  and  elected  by  the  affiliated 
Associations  of  their  respective  Provinces. 
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v.— VOTING. 

(a)  Voting  at  General  Meetings  shall  be  by  yea  and  nay,  by  a  show  of 
hands,  by  a  standing  vote,  or  on  a  division,  when  called  for.  When  a  division 
is  taken  the  votes  of  Affiliated  Associations  and  of  members  of  the  Executive 
Committee  shall  be  taken  separately. 

(b)  At  all  times  representatives  of  Affiliated  Associations  are  required  to 
vote  as  a  unit,  expressing  the  will  of  their  respective  organizations.  They  shall 
cast  the  number  of  votes  to  which  their  respective  organizations  are  entitled. 

VI.— CREDENTIALS. 

Representatives  of  Affiliated  Associations  shall  bring  to  the  General  Meet- 
ings credentials  duly  signed  by  the  President  and  Secretary  of  their  respective 
Organizations.    Voting  tickets  shall  be  given  in  exchange  for  these  credentials. 

VII.— RULES  OF  ORDER. 

Ordinary  rules  of  parliamentary  procedure  shall  be  followed  at  Meetings. 
When  a  doubt  arises  on  proper  procedure,  reference  shall  be  made  to  Dr. 
Bourinot's  "Parliamentary  Procedure"  and  "Procedure  of  Public  Meetings." 

VIM.— AMENDMENTS. 

These  By-laws  may  be  amended  at  any  Meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
provided  a  notice  of  motion  has  been  given  three  months  previously  to  all 
members  of  the  Executive  Committee. 


In  Charge  of  Preparations. 

The  Provisional  Committees  in  charge  of  the  preparations  were  as  follows: 
General  Chairmen  of  Convention — Mrs.  C.  H.  Thorburn,  Ottawa,  Ont.;  Mrs. 
P.  F.  Casgrain,  Montreal,  Que.;  Mrs.  W.  R.  Motherwell,  Melville,  Sask. 
Treasurer — Mrs.  H.  H.  Carpenter,  Hamilton,  Ont. 

Honorary  Secretaries — Mrs.  F.  W.  Johnson,  Toronto,  Ont.;  Miss  Beatrice 
Belcourt,  Ottawa,  Ont. 

Secretary — Miss  Helen  Doherty,  Ottawa,  Ont. 

Arrangements  for  General  Meeting  and  Committees. 
Chairman — Miss  Florence  W.  Edwards,  Carleton  Place,  Ont. 
Conveners  of  Billeting — Mrs.  Scott  Macpherson  and  Mrs.  W.  Lyle  Reid. 
Convener  of  Registration — Mrs.  J.  A.  MacCabe. 
Convener  of  Literature  and  Information — Mrs.  Simon  Lelievre. 


Miss  Alice  Adams 
Mrs.  A.  Allard 
Mrs.  L.  Bertrand 
Mrs.  J.  F.  Brunet 
Miss  F.  Chevrier 
Mrs.  J.  E.  Cole 
Mrs.  R.  De  Salaberry 
Mrs.  W.  A.  Dinwoodie 
Mrs.  Jos.  Drummond 
Mrs.  J.  A.  Faulkner 
Miss  Florence  Fielding 
Miss  Marjorie  Forke 
Mrs.  John  Gleason 
Mrs.  W.  T.  Goodison 
Mrs.  P.  L.  Hatfield 
Miss  Amey  Horsey 
Mrs.  G.  B.  House 


Mrs.  A.  A.  Lapointe 
Mrs.  P.  Leduc 
Mrs.  L.  Leikin 
Mrs.  R.  S.  Low 
Mrs.  A.  E.  MacLean 
Miss  K.  MacTavish 
Mrs.  H.  B.  McGiverin 
Mrs.  H.  Mirault 
Miss  C.  McNicol 
Mrs.  James  Murdock 
Mrs.  W.  A.  Riddell 
Miss  Helen  O'Reilly 
Mrs.  J.  A.  Seybold 
Mrs.  Harry  Skinner 
Miss  M.  Stratton 
Mrs.  J.  T.  Thorson 
Mrs.  C.  J.  Provost 


Banquet  Committee — Chairman — Mrs.  Norman  F.  Wilson,  Ottawa;  Vlce- 
Ohairman— Mrs.  Peter  Heenan,  Kenora,  Ont.;  Secretary— Mrs.  J.  F.  Pouliot, 
Riviere  du  Loup,  Que.;  Treasurer — Mrs.  P.  McEvoy,  Ottawa,  Ont. 


Mrs.  Ed.  Bishopric 
Mrs.  George  Brunet 
Mrs.  E.  D.  R.  Bissett 
Mrs.  W.  A.  Buchanan 
Mrs.  F.  S.  Cahill 
Miss  N.  Carmichael 
Mrs.  J.  J.  Cassidy 
Mrs.  D.  J.  Currie 
Mrs.  N.  O.  Cuthbertson 
Mrs.  J.  J.  Danby 
Mrs.  T.  F.  Foran 
Mrs.  H.  Fisher 
Mrs.  Chas.  Greenberg 
Mrs.  D.  A.  Hewitt 
Mrs.  G.  P.  Howden 
Miss  M.  B.  Hurley 


Mrs.  Sam  W.  Jacobs 
Mrs.  Leo  Laflamme 
Mrs.  C.  McArthur 
Mrs.  F.  H.  MacDonald 
Mrs,  A.  Moore 
Miss  S.  Parent 
Mrs.  F.  W.  Perras 
Mrs.  G.  F.  Richan 
Mrs.  W.  A.  Riddell 
Mrs.  D.  E.  Riley 
Mrs,  W.  Sigouin 
Mrs,  Arnold  Smith 
Mrs.  R.  J.  Smith 
Mrs.  Alf.  Stewart 
Mrs.  W.  W.  Wylie 
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Constitution  Committee — Chairman,  Dr.  Grace  Ritchie  England,  Montreal, 
Que. 

Mrs.  A.  Belanger  Mrs.  L.  J.  Lovett 

Mrs.  Lucien  Cannon  Mrs.  W.  H.  McGuire 

Mrs.  M.  N.  Cummings  Mrs.  C.  R.  Mcintosh 

Mrs.  Chas.  A.  Dunning  Mrs.  R.  Masson 

Professor  C.  Derick  Mrs.  Chas.  G.  Power 

Mrs.  Wm.  D.  Euler  Mrs.  J.  A.  Robb 

Mrs.  Robert  Forlce  Mrs.  J.  H.  Spence 

Mrs.  E.  G.  Hoffman  Miss  Mary  Scott 

Mrs.  H.  H.  Horsey  Mrs.  A.  M.  Young 
Mrs.  P.  B.  Marchand 

Entertainment  Committee — Chairman,  Mrs.  J.  H.  King,  Cranbrook,  B.C.; 

Vice -Chairman — Mrs.  E.  R.  E.  Chevrier,  Ottawa,  Ont. 

Mrs.  O.  L.  Boulanger  Mrs.  Ernest  L^pointe 

Mrs.  P.  J.  A.  Cardin  Mrs.  James  Malcolm 

Mrs.  A.  B.  Copp  Mrs.  E.  G.  Odette 

Mrs.  Gordon  C.  Edwards  Mrs.  O.  Turgeon 

Mrs.  F.  W.  Gershaw  Mrs.  R.  Watson 
Mrs.  A.  C.  Hardy 

Finance  Committee — Chairman,  Mrs.  W.  C.  Kennedy,  Windsor,  Ont. 

Miss  Carrie  Carmichael  Mrs.  Ernest  Lapointe 

Mrs.  Wm.  D.  Euler  Mrs.  T.  A.  Low 

Mrs.  Geo.  P.  Graham  Mrs.  W.  L.  McDougald 

Mrs.  A.  C.  Hardy  Mrs.  H.  B.  McGiverin 

Mrs.  Andrew  Haydon  Mrs.  J.  L.  Ralston 

Programme  Committee — Chairman,  Mrs.  A.  J.  Major,  Ottawa,  Ont. 

Mrs.  H.  J.  Cloran  Mrs.  J.  A.  Pinard 

Mrs.  G.  B.  House  Mrs.  E.  Roberge 

Mrs.  D.  A.  MacKinnon  Miss  M.  G.  Ross 

Mrs.  G.  W.  McPhee  Miss  C.  B.  Smith 

Mrs.  H.  Mirault  Mrs.  A.  Sylvestre 

Publicity  and  Printing  Committee — Chairman,  Mrs.  Robert  Forke,  Pipestone, 
Man.;  Secretary,  Miss  Katriona  MacTavish,  Ottawa,  Ont. 

Mrs.  M.  Annand  Mrs.  J.  M.  Laframboise 

Mrs.  Wm.  Duff  Mrs.  Paul  Leduc 

Mrs.  D.  J.  Finnegan  Mrs.  Scott  Macpherson 

Mrs.  A.  Goulet  Mrs.  S.  N.  Parent 

Mrs.  A.  C.  Hardy  Mrs.  W.  Lyle  Reid 

Mrs.  M.  F.  Hepburn  Mrs.  H.  Rosenes 

Mrs.  Chas.  Higgerty  Mrs.  J.  W.  Rutherford 

Mrs.  Robt.  Jenkins  Miss  L.  Stratton 
Mrs.  G.  Lacasse 

Resolutions  Committee — Chairman.  Miss  C.  Carmichael,  New  Glasgow,  N.S. 

Dr.  Grace  Ritchie  England  Mrs.  Grant  de  Rouen 

Mrs.  Edmund  P.  Kelly  Mrs.  J.  T.  Thorson 

Mrs.  P.  E.  Marchand  Mrs.  Sydney  Tweed 
Hon.  Mary  Ellen  Smith,  M.L.A. 
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LIBERALISM 

THE 

PRINCIPLE  OF  THE  FUTURE 


THE 

SUBJECT  OF  AN  ADDRESS 
Rt.  Hon.  W.  L.  Mackenzie  King 

As  the  Guest  of  Honour  at  the  Dinner  of 
One  Thousand  ( 1 ,000)  Women  inspiring 
with  continuing  buoyancy  and  enthusiasm 
the  conclusion  of  the- splendid  proceedings  of 
the  National  Assembly  of  Liberal  Women 
representative  of  every  PTOvince  of  the 
Dominion,  in  Ottav/a,  April  1  7th  and  1  8th, 
1928,  when  the  National  Federation  of 
Liberal  Women  of  Canada  was  formally 
organized. 
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LIBERALISM  THE  PRINCIPLE  OF  THE  FUTURE 


THE  SUBJECT  OF  AN  ADDRESS 

By  Rt.  Hon.  W.  L.  Mackenzie  King. 


The  following  is  a  verbatim  report  of  the  speech  by  the  Rt.  Hon. 
W.  L.  Mackenzie  King,  at  the  banquet  by  the  National  Federation  of 
Liberal  Women  of  Canada,  Ottawa,  April  18th,  1928:  — 

"I  have  chosen  'Liberalism'  as  the  theme  of  my  address  this  evening, 
because  I  feel  that  on  an  occasion  such  as  this  I  cannot  do  better  than 
redirect  attention  to  those  principles  and  policies  which  underlie  the 
faith  that  is  in  us.  On  first  thought  it  may  seem  superfluous  to  discuss 
a  subject  upon  which,  in  past  years,  so  much  has  been  said.  I  cannot 
but  believe,  however,  that  the  increasing  complexity  of  politics  renders 
a  discussion  of  this  kind  from  time  to  time  not  only  desirable  but  neces- 
sary, if  we  are  to  shape  our  future  course  in  accordance  with  an  informed 
and  reasoned  political  faith. 

"In  tracing  the  growth  of  Liberal  thought,  I  shall  speak  more  particu- 
larly of  the  fundamental  principles  of  Liberalism,  their  practical  applica- 
tion in  the  past  and  their  bearing  upon  present  and  future  problems, 
with  a  reference  as  well  to  the  past  and  present  position  of  the  Liberal 
Party  in  Canada.  It  is  of  Liberalism  as  a  characteristic  note  in  an  evo- 
lution of  thought  that  I  wish  first  to  speak. 

"Political  evolution  is  very  largely  the  story  of  the  growth  of  free- 
dom. In  the  course  of  this  evolution  we  witness  a  constant  struggle  of 
two  contending  principles,  the  principle  of  the  future,  and  the  principle 
of  the  past.  It  is  far  from  my  mind  to  suggest  that  in  this  struggle  Truth 
or  Right  has  always  been,  or  at  any  given  time  has  been  completely, 
with  the  one  principle  to  the  exclusion  of  the  other.  Indeed,  which  prin- 
ciple at  any  given  time  should  govern  is  determined  largely  by  the  effect 
of  its  application  to  existing  conditions.  All  that  I  wish  to  emphasize  is 
that  wherever  we  have  the  expression  of  political  thought  and  political 
action,  there  we  are  apt  to  find  this  conflict  of  principles,  the  principle  of 
the  past  maintaining  that  Right  and  Truth  are  on  its  side,  and  the 
principle  of  the  future,  which  claims  that  its  attitude  is  the  true  and 
abiding  one. 

"To  the  ever-present  conflict  of  these  principles  we  owe,  I  believe, 
the  birth  and  growth  of  political  parties.  Each  principle  has  always  had 
its  loyal  adherents,  and  indeed  in  the  sympathies  of  most  men  and 
women  there  is  an  adherence  in  some  measure  to  both  principles.  At 
times  the  application  of  the  one  seems  so  obviously  apparent  or  wise  that 
it  readily  wins  to  itself  an  all  but  unanimous  support.  At  other  times 
the  element  of  uncertainty  as  to  the  consequences  of  a  too  rigid  applica- 
tion of  either  principle  is  so  great  that  men  and  women  find  it  difficult  to 
decide  in  their  own  minds  to  which  principle  they  should  yield  allegiance. 
On  the  whole,  however,  our  natures,  our  sentiments,  and  our  convictions 
come  to  tend  more  and  more  in  the  one  direction  or  the  other.  We  come 
to  have  a  wider  outlook,  a  larger  faith,  a  greater  trust  in  the  future;  or 
we  tend  more  and  more  to  look  to  the  past,  to  keep  unalterable  as  much 
of  the  present  as  we  can,  and,  by  claiming  that  it  is  not  our  business  to 
take  care  of  posterity,  to  leave  posterity  more  and  more  to  care  for  itself. 
So  it  comes  to  pass  that  among  most  people  and  in  most  countries  where 
there  is  aught  of  freedom  of  thought  and  expression,  each  principle  comes 
to  have,  in  numbers  sufficient  to  constitute  a  following,  adherents  who 
are  prepared  to  identify  themselves  more  or  less  actively  and  continu- 
ously with  its  advocacy.  In  this  way  human  society  in  every  political 
state  comes  to  have  its  political  parties  prepared  to  champion,  with 
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reference  to  the  political  controversies  of  the  day,  the  one  principle  or 
the  other.  By  Avhatever  names  these  parties  may  be  designated,  they 
tend  more  and  more  to  owe  their  existence  to  this  conflict  of  principles 
between  the  future  and  the  past,  a  conflict  which  asserts  itself  wherever 
controversy  arises,  and  which,  when  the  history  of  the  future  is  unfolded, 
will  be  found  to  have  been  continuous  from  the  dawn  of  civilization  to 
the  eve  of  the  millennium.  The  continuity  of  the  struggle  accounts  for  the 
fact  that  political  groups  allied  to  the  one  principle  or  the  other  perpetu- 
ate themselves  in  historic  parties  which  carry  their  names  from  genera- 
tion to  generation,  though  each  may  from  time  to  time  recruit  some  of 
its  adherents  from  the  ranks  of  the  other. 

*'I  doubt  if  the  English  language  contains  two  words  which  more 
appropriately  describe  the  essence  of  these  contending  principles  and 
parties  than  the  words  Liberal  and  Conservative.  The  Liberal  outlook, 
the  Liberal  faith,  the  Liberal  trust,  is  essentially  one  which  finds  its 
justification  in  the  application  of  the  principle  of  the  future  with  refer- 
ence to  concrete  problems  as  they  arise.  The  Conservative  outlook, 
faith  and  trust  finds  its  chief  inspiration  in  a  belief  in  the  past,  and  the 
justification  of  its  attitude  in  its  appeal  to  the  principle  of  the  past. 

"I  have  already  said  that  to  neither  principle  belongs  all  the  truth  or 
all  the  right,  and  I  have  also  said  that  in  many  natures,  and  at  many 
times,  the  blending  of  the  two  principles  may  be  so  complete  as  to  render 
all  but  imperceptible  the  degree  to  which  the  one  or  the  other  is  being 
predominantly  applied.  This  is  the  extreme  where,  through  lack  of" 
emphasis,  the  difference  between  the  application  of  the  two  principles  is 
reduced  virtually  to  the  point  of  its  elimination.  There  is  an  opposite 
extreme  which  exaggerates  the  difference  between  the  two  principles 
to  a  point  of  dissimilarity  so  great  as  to  render  them  as  the  poles 
asunder.  On  the  one  side,  there  may  be  the  extreme  of  Radicalism 
carried  to  the  point  where  all  reverence  for  the  Past  and  its  institutions 
disappears,  and,  at  the  other  extreme,  a  Toryism  so  benighted  that  it  is 
unable  to  perceive  when  it  is  completely  dead.  However,  for  the  heart 
or  substance  of  any  movement  or  attitude,  it  is  not  to  the  extremes  that 
we  should  look  but  rather  to  the  sound  and  sober  body  of  moderate  and 
tolerant  opinion  to  be  found  at  all  times  between  the  extremes,  and  which 
alone  serves  to  give  permanency  to  political  parties. 

"If  it  be  true  that  Liberalism  is  grounded  on  the  principle  of  the 
future  as  distinct  from  the  principle  of  the  past,  we  should  expect  to  find 
this  attitude  reflected  in  the  Liberal  policies  not  only  of  to-day,  but  of 
other  years,  and  not  only  in  our  own  country,  but  in  other  lands.  And 
so  it  is.  At  all  times  and  in  all  places,  where  political  controversy  is,  or 
has  been  rife,  we  find  between  the  Conservative  and  the  Liberal  mind  a 
vast  gulf  fixed,  the  Conservative  thinking  of  the  present  in  terms  of  the 
past,  the  Liberal  thinking  of  the  present  in  terms  of  the  future. 

"In  the  organized  life  of  a  political  party.  Liberalism,  or  in  other 
words,  the  principle  of  the  future  as  it  reflects  itself  in  practical  policies 
both  on  its  constructive  and  its  defensive  side,  means  two  things:  first, 
the  preservation  and  expansion  of  liberty  in  every  sphere  of  national 
life;  in  other  words  the  supremacy  of  general  interests  over  particular 
interests;  and  secondly,  the  subordination  of  class  interests  to  the.  in- 
terests of  the  community.  These  two  ideals  were,  and  are,  the  life  blood 
of  the  Liberal  faith.  They  imply  that  the  good  of  all  is  the  good  of 
each;  that  in  our  organized  social  life  we  are  members  one  of  another. 

"In  reviewing  the  policies  of  Liberalism  in  the  past,  and  in  other 
lands,  I  shall  not  attempt  to  explore  times  or  regions  that  are  remote.  I 
should,  however,  recall  that  when  our  thoughts  turn  to  the  ancient 
civilizations  we  are  reminded  of  absolutisms  and  despotisms  in  matters 
of  government,  and  when  we  think  of  the  Middle  Ages,  we  call  to  mind 
the  Feudal  System  as  characterizing  the  political  and  social  order  then 
existing.  Feudalism  was  essentially  what  may  be  described  as  an 
authoritarian  order,  a  system  of  government  from  above.    It  was  in  the 
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protests  against  the  restrictions  of  this  order  that  Liberalism,  as  we 
have  come  to  know  it,  had  its  birth.  In  poliitcal,  economic,  social  and 
ethical  fields  of  human  activity,  the  principle  of  the  future  wrestled  with 
the  principle  of  the  past;  the  principle  of  the  future  finding  its  expression 
in  Liberal  policies  which  served  to  extend  the  bounds  of  human  freedom, 
to  subordinate  special  to  general  interests,  and  the  interests  of  class  to 
the  interests  of  the  community. 

"All  orders  have  their  survivals,  and  it  is  interesting  to  recall  that 
even  in  our  own  day  we  have  witnessed  the  overthrow  of  dynasties  which 
based  their  existence  upon  the  doctrine  of  heriditary  right  extending 
back  to  the  absolutism  of  remote  ages.  They  have  fallen  before  the 
principle  of  the  future,  under  which  new  republics  have  had  their  birth. 
Where  the  thrones  of  monarchs  now  exist  they  are  'broad  based  upon  a 
people's  will.' 

"Under  the  enlightenment  of  to-day  we  recall  with  amazement  that 
only  as  recently  as  the  American  Civil  War,  slavery  as  an  institution  was 
perpetuating  itself  on  this  continent  by  the  appeal  of  its  upholders  to  the 
principle  of  the  past.  Though  the  struggle  was  one  of  life  and  death, 
the  institution  of  slavery  fell  before  the  principle  of  the  future.  This 
principle  was  bound  to  compel  a  recognition  of  the  sacredness  of  human 
personality.  It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  no  less  than  eight  days  ago  the 
House  of  Commons  of  Canada  approved  a  convention  relative  to  slavery 
which  was  drawn  up  by  the  League  of  Nations  and  which  has  as  its 
purpose  the  uniting  of  all  nations  in  an  effort  permanently  to  extinguish 
a  relationship  in  human  society  in  the  nature  of  ownership  of  individuals 
by  individuals,  whether  in  forms  pre-existing  or  in  their  modern  economic 
equivalents. 

"What  in  essence  has  been  the  spirit  which  has  manifested  itself  in 
these  great  movements  which  have  such  profound  significance  to  the 
whole  of  human  society?  In  each  and  all  there  has  been  a  great  liberal- 
ising element  at  work.  They  have  been  essentially  Liberal  movements. 
The  men  and  women  who  allied  themselves  in  the  cause  of  the  greater 
freedom  which  these  movements  sought  to  secure,  and  who  in  each  case 
were  prepared  to  champion  the  rights  of  the  many  as  against  the  rights 
of  the  few,  were  the  Liberals  of  their  day,  by  whatever  name  they  may 
otherAvise  have  been  called.  Let  me  repeat  that  Liberalism,  in  a  word, 
is  the  application  of  the  principle  of  the  future  in  the  evolution  of  the 
many  institutions  of  human  society,  whether  that  principle  be  applied  in 
the  evolution  of  government,  of  religion,  of  education,  of  science  or  of 
art.  In  all  alike  it  expresses  itself  in  a  wider  freedom  obtained  through 
breaking  the  shackles  which  have  served  in  the  past  to  bind  and  impede, 
and  in  the  assertion  of  the  superior  rights  of  the  community  over  special 
privilege. 

"Let  me  come  now  to  British  history,  with  which  the  history  of  our 
own  country  is  more  immediately  identified,  and  to  the  history  of  British 
Liberalism,  to  which  the  Liberalism  of  our  own  land  owes  not  a  little  of 
its  origin  and  inspiration.  Consider  first  the  great  charters  of  British 
freedom,  and  ask  whether,  with  respect  to  each  and  all,  the  controversies 
of  which  they  were  the  outcome,  were  not  in.  the  nature  of  a  conflict 
between  the  principle  of  the  future  and  the  principle  of  the  past.  Time 
prevents  me  from  discussing  them  one  by  one.  But  let  me  mention  col- 
lectively the  Magna  Charta,  The  Petition  of  Right,  The  Bill  of  Rights, 
The  Habeas  Corpus  Act,  and  ask  whether  in  each  case  they  do  not  repre- 
sent something  gained  for  the  general  interest  over  the  special  interest, 
the  larger  interests  of  the  community  over  the  interests  of  a  class,  and 
whether  they  one  and  all  did  not  represent  in  this  particular  the  applica- 
tion of  the  principle  of  the  future  as  contrasted  with  the  maintenance  of 
the  principle  of  the  past. 

"Let  me  come  to  political  controversies  of  a  more  recent  time,  the 
struggles  for  freedom  of  assembly,  for  the  greater  freedom  of  the  Press, 
for  liberty  of  speech.    Were  they  not  all  in  the  nature  of  a  conflict  be- 
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tween  the  two  principles  I  have  mentioned,  the  principle  of  the  future 
expressing  itself  in  Liberal  policies  of  larger  freedom,  of  the  general 
against  the  special  interests,  of  the  community  interests  as  against  the 
interests  of  a  class,  and  was  the  opposition  not  at  every  turn  in  the 
nature  of  an  appeal  to  vested  rights  and  interests  deep-rooted  in  the  past? 

"Let  me  draw  still  nearer  to  controversies  in  British  politics  which 
find  a  more  immediate  parallel  in  some  of  the  political  controversies  of 
our  own  land.  In  the  realm  of  political  liberty,  there  will  be  present  to 
your  minds  the  struggles  for  a  wider  franchise,  which  began  with  the 
Reform  Act  of  1832  championed  by  Grey  and  which,  with  subsequent 
kindred  measures,  served  to  alter  completely  the  representative  character 
of  the  House  of  Commons.  The  Parliament  Act  of  1911,  in  our  own  day, 
made  more  effective  the  will  of  the  Commons  by  limiting  in  material 
particulars  the  powers  of  the  House  of  Lords.  With  the  Parliament  Act 
as  an  instrument  to  effect  the  will  of  the  Commons  we  have  witnessed 
the  enactment  of  self  government  for  the  Irish  people,  after  a  struggle  of 
forty  years  between  the  principle  of  the  past  and  the  principle  of  the 
future.  In  the  sphere  of  fiscal  liberty  we  have  the  historic  struggle  for 
greater  freedom  of  trade  which  finds  its  legislative  expression  in  the 
repeal  of  the  Corn  Laws,  and  with  which  the  names  of  Peel,  Cobden  and 
Bright  are  immortally  associated.  In  the  sphere  of  industrial  freedom, 
we  have  the  Factory  Acts,  the  Mining  Laws  and  other  important  enact- 
ments which  would  be  characterized  now-a-days  as  social  legislation. 
With  respect  to  all  these  measures,  is  it  not  true  that  they  are  examples 
of  the  principle  of  the  future  manifesting  itself  in  the  assertion  of  a  wider 
liberty  under  the  aegis  of  Liberal  Administrations  and  the  combined 
Liberal  forces  of  the  day?  Do  they  not  illustrate  the  superior  claim  of 
the  general  interest  over  particular  interests,  and  the  larger  rights  of  the 
community  over  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a  particular  class? 

"If  what  I  have  thus  far  said  be  true,  and  I  do  not  think  its  truth  will 
be  questioned  by  any  impartial  student  of  history,  it  would  appear  that 
Liberalism  is  something  very  much  wider,  very  much  deeper,  very  much 
stronger  than  a  force  which  operates  in  one  land  alone,  or  at  one  particu- 
lar time,  or  as  respects  any  one  particular  set  of  circumstances.  Rather 
is  it  a  characteristic  note  of  a  great  evolution  of  thought,  an  attitude  of 
heart  and  mind  which  the  word  'Liberalism'  alone  serves  to  describe,  and 
which  determines  the  feelings  and  actions  of  men  and  women  toward  all 
classes  of  human  society,  the  struggling  masses,  minorities,  women,  the 
youth  of  the  land,  little  children,  aye,  and  even  generations  as  yet  un- 
born. 

"Let  us  now  look  for  a  moment  at  the  history  of  Liberalism  in  our 
own  land.  It  had  its  birth  in  the  several  provinces  which  later  came  to 
constitute  Confederation.  It  began  with  the  struggle  for  parliamentary 
representative  institutions  and  responsible  government.  Never  was  the 
principle  of  the  future  more  clearly  in  evidence  in  contrast  with  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  past  than  when  the  advocates  of  representative  institutions 
and  of  popular  government  in  the  several  provinces  sought  in  their 
respective  spheres  to  wrest  from  the  privileged  few  the  rights  and 
powers  of  government.  Never  did  the  principle  of  the  future  assert  itself 
with  a  directness  more  prophetic  than  when  the  early  reformers  sought 
to  subject  the  executive  to  the  control  of  Parliament  and  of  the  people. 
In  the  field  of  constitutional  development,  the  assertion  and  triumph  of 
parliamentary  control  and  nearly  all  that  we  have  come  to  understand  by 
responsible  self-government,  has  been  an  outstanding  achievement  of 
Liberalism.  In  this  connection  it  is  not  without  interest  to  recall  that  a 
main  issue  in  the  last  general  election,  one  which  has  helped  to  give  its 
complexion  to  the  present  House  of  Commons,  was  whether,  in  matters 
of  government,  we  were  to  hold  to  the  principle  of  the  future  whereby 
the  views  of  a  Ministry  responsible  through  Parliament  to  the  people  are 
to  prevail  or  whether  we  were  to  revert  to  an  order  of  things  where, 
under  the  principle  of  the  past,  a  Ministry  not  enjoying  the  confidence 
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either  of  Parliament  or  of  the  people  could  pretend  to  hold  office  or  be 
given  that  right  by  an  authority  other  than  that  of  the  people  or  the 
Commons  itself. 

"In  the  adherence  to  provincial  autonomy  as  a  basis  of  Confederation, 
Liberalism  was  applying  the  principle  of  the  future  in  a  manner,  likewise 
prophetic,  foreshadowing  as  it  did  the  complete  autonomy  of  the  Domin- 
ions as  the  only  enduring  basis  of  Empire,  and  the  present  day  develop- 
ment of  the  Empire  as  a  community  of  free  nations.  In  the  establishment 
of  the  International  Joint  Commission,  another  Liberal  measure,  so  far 
as  Canada  is  concerned,  we  have  again,  through  the  application  of  the 
principle  of  the  future,  a  prophecy  in  the  field  of  international  relations 
of  that  means  of  escape  from  competitive  arming  between  nations  by 
which  alone  the  peace  of  the  world  can  ever  be  effectively  maintained. 

"In  fiscal  matters  the  principle  of  the  future  has  found  its  expression 
in  Liberal  policies  of  customs  duties  for  purposes  of  revenue  rather  than 
for  purpose  of  protection  to  special  interests,  and  in  the  inauguration  and 
extension  of  the  British  Preference,  which  in  our  day  has  grown  to  a 
group  of  imperial  preferences  with  promise  of  ever  wider  markets  in  all 
parts  of  the  British  Empire.  The  Conservative  Party,  looking  to  the 
past,  is  still  infiuenced  by  the  fiscal  policy  which  was  adopted  during  the 
period  when  the  Western  Provinces  were  practically  unpopulated,  and 
when  the  encouragement  of  manufacturing,  especially  in  the  central 
provinces,  was  the  primary  concern  of  fiscal  policy.  The  Liberal  Party, 
looking  to  the  future,  saw  the  vision  of  Canada  as  one  of  the  greatest 
grain  producing  countries  in  the  world  with  an  agricultural  population  in 
the  Western  Provinces  which  would  depend  upon  the  markets  of  the 
world  for  the  sale  of  its  products,  and  which  would  derive  small  benefit 
from  the  old  national  policy  of  high  tariff  protection  for  manufacturers. 
Having  this  view  of  the  economic  future  of  Canada,  the  Liberal  Party 
set  itself  against  any  general  upward  revision  of  the  tariff  and  has 
pledged  itself  to  a  revision  downward  where,  in  the  national  interest,  re- 
ductions can  be  made.  That  we  have  kept  this  pledge  is  evidenced  by 
the  list  of  tariff  reductions  made  by  the  present  Administration  since  it 
assumed  office,  and  which  include  far-reaching  reductions  on  the  instru- 
ments of  production  in  the  basic  industries  of  agriculture,  lumbering,  min- 
ing and  fishing,  important  increases  in  the  British  Preference,  and  a 
series  of  trade  treaties  designed  to  open  up  for  our  farmers  and  manu- 
facturers the  markets  of  the  world.  The  principle  of  the  past  was  a 
principle  of  home  markets;  the  principle  of  the  future  demands  prepara- 
tion for  world  markets  as  well. 

"The  principle  of  the  future  expressed  in  the  general  interests  as 
against  particular  interests  will  be  seen  in  the  bearing  of  our  fiscal 
policies  upon  the  needs  and  interests  of  consumers.  These  policies  take 
cognizance  of  the  fact  that  all  men  and  women  are  consumers  and  they 
have  kept  the  family  budget  in  the  forefront  of  the  considerations  which 
have  been  permitted  to  govern.  Generally  speaking,  we  have  resolutely 
and  systematically  sought  wider  markets  for  our  natural  and  manufac- 
tured products,  and  for  the  great  body  of  consumers,  a  reduction  in  the 
cost  of  living  by  the  reduction  of  duties  on  instruments  of  production,  on 
motor  cars  and  motor  trucks,  on  many  of  the  necessities  of  life,  and  on 
many  commodities  in  general  use. 

"We  have  also  sought  to  lessen  the  cost  of  living  by  a  conssitent  and 
persistent  reduction  of  taxes  in  all  the  forms  in  which  we  found  them 
when  we  came  into  oflace,  or  which  we  ourselves  were  obliged  for  a  short 
period  to  impose  in  order  to  meet  the  enormous  deficits  which,  prior  to 
the  change  of  government,  were  bringing  the  country  to  the  verge  of 
bankruptcy.  Not  only  have  we  lowered  the  customs  taxes,  but  we  have 
reduced  the  sales  tax,  the  income  tax,  the  tax  on  cheques  and  promissory 
notes.  We  have  abolished  the  receipts  tax,  and  we  have  restored  penny 
postage.   All  of  these  measures  of  fiscal  reform  have  been  a  part  of  the 
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application  of  the  principle  of  the  future,  the  principle  of  economy,  thus 
permitting  the  removal  of  debt  and  taxation  by  which  alone  substantial 
progress  for  the  future  can  bo  assured. 

"Allied  with  questions  of  trade  and  commerce  is  the  development  of 
the  agencies  of  trade  and  commerce.  To  refer  only  to  the  realm  of  trans- 
portation, there,  under  Liberal  vision  and  direction,  we  have  the  con- 
struction of  a  second  transcontinental  railway  system  whereby  railway 
rates  and  charges  have  been  brought  into  the  arena  of  effective  competi- 
tion. Prior  to  this  we  have  the  establishment  by  a  Liberal  Government 
of  a  Board  of  Railway  Commissioners  with  power  to  adjust  and  control 
rates  in  the  interests  of  the  people  as  a  whole,  another  example  of  the 
application  of  the  principle  of  the  future  in  what  it  expresses  of  a  grow- 
ing recognition  of  the  paramount  rights  of  the  community.  To  this  I 
might  add  the  fair  trial  being  given  government  ownership.  The  present 
Administration  found  Government-owned  systems  of  railway  under  sepa- 
rate management  in  no  way  united,  duplicating,  and  in  some  cases  tripli- 
cating overhead  expenses.  Those  lines  have  been  combined  in  one  great 
system  under  the  management  of  an  able  executive  and  freed  from 
political  control.  Labour  as  well  as  Capital  and  Management  have,  by 
a  Liberal  Administration,  been  given  representation  on  the  Board  of 
Directors,  and,  after  repeated  struggles,  a  far-reaching  programme  of 
branch  line  construction  is  now  being  put  into  effect,  which  promises  to 
benefit  alike  the  railway  and  the  country.  The  Hudson  Bay  Railway, 
despite  formidable  opposition,  is  now  nearing  completion,  and  will  pro- 
vide another  outlet  to  the  sea  for  the  grain  and  minerals,  the  forest  and 
fishery  products  of  the  Middle  West  and  North. 

"Following  the  sequence  which  I  adopted  in  referring  to  British 
legislation,  let  me  now  refer  briefly  to  social  legislation  in  Canada.  The 
establishment  of  a  Federal  Department  of  Labour,  with  the  subse- 
quent enactment  of  anti-sweating  legislation,  the  prevention  of  in- 
dustrial disputes  by  conciliation  and  investigation,  the  establishment 
of  a  system  of  government  annuities,  the  provision  made  for  the  gradual 
extension  through  the  Dominion  of  a  sj'^stem  of  old  age  pensions,  all  these 
are  examples  in  the  realm  of  industry  of  the  successful  application  of  the 
principle  of  the  future  under  Liberal  Administration  which  have  served 
to  bring  to  the  working  people  of  our  land  a  wider  measure  of  security 
against  the  hazards  of  industrial  life.  In  the  system  of  old  age  pensions 
inaugurated  within  the  past  year  or  two  there  is  recognition,  if  such 
there  ever  was,  of  a  community  obligation  to  those  who  have  borne  the 
burden  and  heat  of  the  day.  Old  age  pensions  are  a  part  of  the  new 
Liberalism  which  seeks  to  secure  the  individual,  in  his  advancing  years, 
against  the  hazards  of  industrial  life  which  take  from  the  masses  of  the 
people  much  of  their  energy  and  strength  and  leave  them  too  often  when 
the  days  of  earning  power  are  diminishing,  with  little  in  the  way  of  se- 
curity or  protection  in  old  age. 

"I  have  said  that  Liberalism  finds  its  work  not  only  in  extending,  but 
in  maintaining  liberty  in  various  fields  of  human  activity.  Some  of  the 
measures  to  which  I  have  just  referred  are  a  part  of  the  work  of  Liberal- 
ism in  Canada  in  a  period  anterior  to  the  Great  War.  Part  of  them  re- 
late to  the  work  of  Liberalism  in  Canada  since  the  War.  In  the  War  itself 
the  intervention  of  the  Allied  and  Associated  Powers  constituted  the 
application  of  the  principle  of  the  future  in  a  controversy  which  sought 
to  impose  upon  the  world  a  system  of  overlordship  belonging  to  a  condi- 
tion of  the  past  from  which  for  generations  mankind  has  been  seeking 
emancipation.  As  is  inevitable,  however,  as  a  consequence  of  the  kind 
of  measures  which  war  and  its  methods  beget,  there  was  in  the  period  of 
the  war  a  reversion  to  the  principle  of  the  past.  Liberalism  in  Canada, 
as  elsewhere,  found  its  immediate  task,  once  the  war  was  ended,  in  a 
gradual  restoration  of  a  freedom  which  had  been  lost  owing  to  the  re- 
actionary measures  of  a  war  period.  Thus  it  came  about  that  the  task 
with  which  Liberalism  found  itself  confronted  prior  to  the  political  cam- 
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paign  of  1921,  was  the  restoration  of  representative  and  responsible 
government,  which,  owing  to  the  War  Time  Elections  Act  and  the  War 
Measures  Act,  had  suffered  no  inconsiderable  violation.  May  I  remind 
you  that  one  of  the  first  achievements  of  Liberalism  after  its  return  to 
power  in  1921  was  the  representation  in  the  Cabinet  for  the  first  time  in 
the  history  of  Canada  of  every  Province  of  this  Dominion. 

"Coming  to  the  political  problems  of  the  immediate  present,  it  would 
appear  that  it  is  in  the  realm  of  external  affairs  that  the  controversy  be- 
tween the  principle  of  the  future  and  the  principle  of  the  past  is  likely  to 
be  experienced  in  largest  measure.  Our  right  of  self-government  in  do- 
mestic affairs,  our  provincial  and  national  autonomy  where  they  are  re- 
lated to  matters  of  purely  domestic  concern,  have  become  so  much  a  part 
of  the  accepted  order  that  they  are  no  longer  open  to  challenge  .  The 
moment,  however,  that  Liberalism  attempted  to  assert  the  logical  se- 
quence of  complete  autonomy,  and  we  claimed  the  right  to  make  our  own 
treaties,  we  were  at  once  confronted  with  formidable  opposition  arising 
out  of  a  desire  to  maintain  the  principle  of  the  past.  I  need  not  recall  the 
controversy  which  arose  over  the  negotiation  with  the  United  States  of 
the  Halibut  Treaty  by  our  own  Ministers  duly  empowered  by  His  Majesty, 
and  the  dismal  prophecies  of  the  dismemberment  of  the  Empire  as  a  con- 
sequence of  this  departure  from  the  methods  of  the  past.  We  have  had 
the  satisfaction,  during  our  term  of  office,  of  receiving  from  two  Imperial 
Conferences  in  England  a  complete  endorsation  on  the  part  of  the  other 
self-governing  Dominions  and  of  the  British  Government  of  the  methods 
and  principle  there  and  then  applied,  and  we  have  followed  them  ever 
since  in  a  number  of  other  instances. 

"Speaking  of  treaties  and  external  affairs,  I  might  mention  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Commons  which  I  had  the  honour  of  introducing, 
under  which  no  treaty  involving  military  alliances  or  sanctions  shall  be 
binding  upon  the  Government  without  first  being  approved  by  the  Par- 
liament of  Canada.  We  propose  to  extend  this  practice  with  respect  to 
conventions  and  treaties  generally  wherever  they  involve  commitments 
in  far-reaching  matters  of  policy  or  large  expense.  Should  the  day  come 
when  a  treaty  is  negotiated  between  the  United  States  and  Canada  with 
respect  to  what  is  known  as  the  St.  Lawrence  Waterway  Project,  it  will, 
if  a  Liberal  Administration  has  to  do  with  the  matter,  be  made  subject 
in  the  first  instance  to  the  approval  of  Parliament. 

"Let  me  refer  to  one  further  example.  You  will  rcall  with  satisfaction 
the  formal  definition  of  intra-imperial  relations  laid  down  by  the  Imperial 
Conference  of  1926  in  the  declaration  that  Great  Britain  and  the  self- 
governing  Dominions  are  'autonomous  communities  within  the  British 
Empire,  equal  in  status,  in  no  way  subordinate  one  to  another  in  any 
aspect  of  their  domestic  or  external  affairs.'  May  I  remind  you  that 
when  Mr.  Lapointe  and  I  endeavoured  to  present  to  Parliament  the  con- 
clusions of  the  Imperial  Conference  in  this  all-important  particular,  we 
were  denounced,  and  are  still  being  denounced,  as  asserting  a  position 
which  is  not  true,  and  which,  in  the  alleged  opinion  of  some  of  our 
opponents,  is  fraught  with  the  utmost  danger  to  the  future  of  the  Empire. 
When  subsequently  Canada  was  visited  by  the  Prime  Minister  of  Australia 
and  the  Prime  Minister  of  New  Zealand,  and  still  later  by  the  Prime 
Minister  of  Great  Britain  and  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
and  one  after  the  other  asserted  the  position  exactly  as  we  had  stated  it, 
the  chorus  of  opposition  began  to  die  down.  It  is  not  so  long  ago  that, 
for  having  dared  to  refer  to  Canada  as  a  nation,  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier  was 
denounced  as  a  separatist  and  as  cherishing  the  ideal  of  independence. 

"If  we  are  to  be  a  nation  among  the  nations  of  the  British  Empire 
and  among  the  nations  of  the  world,  we  must  in  the  management  of  our 
external  affairs  be  ready  to  do  as  other  countries  have  found  it  necessary 
to  do,  and  be  prepared,  as  circumstances  warrant,  to  take  the  responsi- 
bility of  having  our  own  diplomatic  representatives  in  other  countries, 
and  meeting  the  cost  which  this  representation  involves.    Last  year  we 
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opened,  as  you  know,  a  Canadian  Legation  at  Washington.  Who  is  there 
in  Canada  to-day  who,  as  a  consequence,  does  not  feel  in  our  relations 
with  our  immediate  neighbour  a  note  of  greater  self-respect  on  Canada's 
part?  And  who  is  there  who  knows  aught  of  the  work  of  the  Canadian 
Legation  at  Washington  who  will  not  say  that  Canada's  representation 
there  has  helped  to  strengthen  in  the  minds  of  American  and  British 
alike  the  position  of  the  British  Empire?  Yet  in  the  fulfilment  of  this 
obvious  obligation  of  our  nationhood,  we  were  met  in  theii»  appeal  to  the 
principle  of  the  past  with  the  most  vigorous  opposition  by  our  Conserva- 
tive opponents.  To-day  when  we  assert  the  need  of  like  representation  of 
Canada  in  France  and  in  Japan,  strong  exception  is  again  being  taken  by 
the  Conservative  Party  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Here,  however,  we 
have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  v/e  have  on  our  side  the  principle 
of  the  future,  and  that  time  will  justify  our  course  in  the  case  of  Paris 
and  Tokio,  as  it  has  already  justified  our  course  at  Washington. 

"I  hope  I  have  said  enough  to  justify  the  pride  in  being  a  Liberal  of 
every  man  and  woman  present.  There  is  nothing  finer  in  the  pages  oi 
history  than  the  record  of  Liberalism.  It  has  to  its  credit  a  wealth  of 
achievement  in  the  cause  of  a  larger  freedom  and  a  greater  good  for  the 
masses  of  the  people.  I  hope  what  I  have  said  may  cause  you  as  men 
and  women  to  realize  more  fully  than  ever  what  it  means  to  be  members 
of  a  political  party  which  cherishes  the  Liberal  tradition.  You  are  the 
inheritors  of  all  that  has  gone  before  in  the  name  of  freedom.  It  is  your 
special  mission  to  bear,  and  to  carry  forward,  the  torch  of  freedom, 
always  prefering  the  general  to  special  interests  and  subordinating  the 
interests  of  any  class  to  the  wellbeing  and  welfare  of  the  community. 

"The  Liberal  Party  is  the  instrument  whereby  all  those  who  appreci- 
ate the  Liberal  point  of  view  and  who  cherish  Liberal  ideas  and  ideals  are 
enabled  to  make  their  views  and  principles  prevail.  To  that  end,  there  is 
need  for  organization.  We  must  work  for,  as  well  as  speak  of,  the  ideas 
and  ideals  we  cherish.  Who  can  say  what  can  be  effected  through  organ- 
ization by  the  Liberal  women  of  Canada?  That  they  are  capable  of 
effective  organization  on  a  national  scale  has  beeii  made  more  than 
apparent  by  the  success  of  this  historic  convention.  Let  us  press  on, 
that  we,  in  our  day  and  generation,  may  play  our  part  as  those  who  have 
preceded  us  have  played  theirs.  Let  us  keep  strong  our  Liberal  faith. 
May  the  faith  of  men,  in  their  work  in  this  field  of  activity,  be  strength- 
ened and  ennobled  by  the  knowledge  of  a  kindred  faith  held  on  the  part 
of  the  women  of  our  land! 

"Let  me  say  just  one  word  in  conclusion  which  to  me  seems  to  express 
what  is  essential  to  the  abiding  character  of  our  endeavour,  and  to  its 
ultimate  triumph.  Our  political  faith  in  order  to  endure  must  be  sus- 
tained by  a  larger  faith,  a  faith  that  transcends  all  differences  of  parties, 
a  faith  in  which  whatever  there  may  be  of  truth  in  contending  principles 
will  find  an  origin  in  a  principle  that  is  universal  and  eternal.  Where 
shall  we  find  nobler  expression  of  that  sustaining  faith  than  in  the  lines 
of  the  great  Poet  Laureate  of  England: 

O,  yet  we  trust  that  somehow  good 
Will  be  the  final  goal  of  ill. 
To  pangs  of  nature,  sins  of  will, 
Defects  of  doubt,  and  taints  of  blood. 
That  nothing  walks  with  aimless  feet; 
That  not  one  life  shall  be  destroyed. 
Or  cast  as  rubbish  into  void, 
When  God  hath  made  the  pile  complete. 
Our  God  must  be  a  God  of  the  living,  not  of  the  dead.   A  God  of  love, 
not  of  hate.   A  God  who  holds  the  future  in  His  hand. 

That  God,  which  ever  lives  and  loves, 
One  God,  one  law,  one  element, 
And  one  far-off  divine  event, 
To  which  the  whole  creation  moves." 
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